
Holy Week:  
Remember and rejoice 

R oyalty deserves special honors, 
so we celebrate Jesus’ trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem on 

Palm Sunday at 9:30 a.m. At our 
morning worship service we receive 
palm branches to remind us that life 
includes both triumphs and defeats, but 
our faith in God gives us the ultimate 
triumph. 
 

E aster Eggs are symbols of new 
life—the hard shell represents 
the tomb and cracking the shell 

symbolizes resurrection. We will cele-
brate with our children by having an 
Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday after 
church. All our Sunday School families 
are invited. Check the Sunday School 
news and announcements to see what 
help we need. 
 

J esus said, Eat this, and drink, in re-
membrance of me. Holy Thursday  
is the observance of the Last Supper 

shared by Jesus with his disciples. Also 
called Maundy Thursday, the word 
Maundy comes from an old French 
word for the Latin mandatum novum, 
the “new commandment” announced 
by Jesus at that final meal. We will cele-
brate the Sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion at 7:00 p.m. 
 

O nly through the darkness 
and despair of the cross  
can we truly appreciate the 

joy of the resurrection. Come to St. 
Paul’s on Good Friday evening at 
7:00 p.m. for a service of darkness, 
recalling Jesus’ suffering and death. 
 

I t is a beautiful time of year, and 
we add to that beauty by deco-
rating our Sanctuary with flowers. 

Easter lilies, with their waxy flowers 
shaped like trumpets, symbolize the 
glory of the risen Lord and the joy of 
the faithful who believe in God’s 
promise of new life. These and other 
spring flowers will adorn our Sanctu-
ary on Easter morning to help us re-
member our loved ones and friends. 
Order yours though the Guiding 
Lights class. 
 

C elebrate the joy of Easter 
with singing and praise to the 
Lord on high. This most im-

portant and oldest Christian celebra-
tion assures us that Jesus died for our 
sins and three days later arose from 
the dead. He is indeed our Savior! 
Join us for a combined Methodist 
Sunrise Service at Red Bank Battle-
field at 6:30 a.m., or come to either 
of St. Paul’s two services—NOTE 
SPECIAL TIMES, 9:00 or 10:30 
a.m.  
 

E aster—God’s Solution 
  
 

My God, declaring me guilty, 
Pronounced the sentence of death. 

A punishment justly given 
For standards that hadn’t been met. 

But then my God in mercy 
Moved from his judgment seat, 

And on the cross, in Jesus, 
Suffered my penalty. 

 

Sunday, April 14 
Palm Sunday 

Worship with Palms, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Pancake Breakfast and 
Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt 

after church 
 

Thursday, April 18 
Holy Thursday 

The Last Supper: 
Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, April 19 
Good Friday 

Tenebrae Service of Darkness, 
7:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday, April 21 
Easter 

Sunrise Service, Red Bank 
Battlefield, 6:30 a.m. 

 

Resurrection Celebration 
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

NOTE SPECIAL TIMES! 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
West Deptford, NJ 

March-April 
2019 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1– Jennifer Ladner 
1– Brianna Shaw 
1– Patti White 
2– Don & Kate Black 
2– Amy Fish 
5– Brian Miller 
5– Bob Schultz 
6– Terry Davis 
8 -  Daniel Panetta 
9– Jack Spellman 
9-     Ireland Gittinger 
11– Barbara Klinger 
11– Lilly Melson 
11– Zachary Riehl 
11– Ruth Schultz 
12– Tyler Miller 
12– Adalynn Vatsev 
13– Demi Schanne 
15– Russ Babb Jr 
15– Molly Hosier 
16– Madalyn Beidle 
18– Jessica Jordan 
18– Annissia Morrissey 
19– Kevin Wonsetler 
19– Austin Gittinger 
21– Jason & Wendy Gittinger 
24– Jean Keegan 
24– Joshua Spellman 
25– Banu Rembelinsky 
25 – Carla & Norm Branyan 
26 – Grant Dechen 
27– Lindsey Huesser 
28– Bev & Ken Betz 
28– Michael Huebshman 
30– Louise Heritage 
30– Debbie Szovati 
31– David Keegan 

Prayers: Friend, Sharon F., heartbreak & 
sorrow (Denise); Pray for Thomas R. & 
family on the loss of their loved one, Di-
onne. Prayers also for the U.S. for peace 
and love to come into the hearts of us all 
(Wende); Marion B. & Barbara H. (Joyce); 
Prayers for my friend, Dot M. who has 
lost 2 sons in Sept. & daughter diagnosed 
with terminal cancer (Helen); Mr. & Mrs. 
H., need our prayers (Joyce); Safe travels 
to North Carolina (Nancy) 
 

Health Concerns: Prayers for my friend 
having kidney biopsy (Mary Ann); Pray 
for remission of MS for Molly/ Nick, 
surgery (Gerry); Prayers for my mom, 
Edith M., not feeling well (Pat D.); For 
Pete M., end stage of life due to lung 
disease (Pat P.); Prayers for Claudia not 
doing well after 1st round of chemo 
(Brenda); Prayers for successful surgery 
for best friend on Thurs. (Nancy); 
Continued prayers for Janet B., improv-
ing but still unsteady (Debbie); Prayers 
for Drew as he continues to do well 
(Chris) 
 

Praise: Riley - continued progress in  
rehab / Kelly - continued good health 
in high-risk pregnancy (Pat P) 
 

Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all servicemen/
women, our nation and leaders 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Joyce N., Mendez Family: Christina, 
Asante, Julian & Arianna; Felicia A, 
Vanessa M, Garry & Peg P, Diane W, 
Samm S, Hope T, Gerry M, Barbara B, 
Chris S, Janet B, Betty C, Terry D,  
Harriet H, Annisia M, Rachel & Regina, 
Helen R, Corey T 
 

Serving in the Military: 
Daniel D, Rachel R, Gabby T, Ed S,  
Joseph B, Taylor P, James Thomas A, 
Kailey R Jaime Dan S, Brandon H,  
Chris Y 
 

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home Residents 
Jean K, Jackie Z, Bertie C, Harriet H,     
Ron & Eve C, Betty C 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1– Betty Cosey 
3– Jennifer Bailey 
3– Anthony Boyizigies 
4– Joel Glicka 
4– Barbara Turner 
5– Dorothy Golle 
7– Zachary Beidle 
7– Joe & Lynne Hoffman 
7– Wayne Kircher 
8– Michael DiLeo 
8– Nancy Palmer 
8– Annamae Kusmanick 
10– Sally Ann Glicka 
11– Derek Toppin 
13– RJ Cooper 
13– Joe Wonsetler 
14– Trevor Toppin 
17– Bob Platt 
18– Brittni Matlack 
18– Ray Palmer 
22– Valerie Lucci 
22–  Jacob Eichel 
23– Janice & Ken Grassia 
24– Rose Morgan 
24– Marion Robbins 
24– Selena Todd 
25– Mike Spellman 
26– Brianna Gismondi 
26– Michelle Kinley 
26– Cassandra Morgan 
28– Jeff Platt 
30– Ed Schwebel 

Staff 
Editor: Trista C Jones 

Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier  
 

Regular Contributors:  
Pastor Dave, Gary Rutter, Ruth Schultz,  

Carol Strock, Sunday School  
 

Production: Trista C Jones 
 

The Lamplighter is published bimonthly, in Jan., 
March, May, July, Sept. & Nov. Deadline is the 15th 
of the month preceding publication. For more info 

contact Trista C Jones or email  
admin@stpaulsthorofare.com. 
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need to get out on the road with our 
God and our Savior while allowing the 
Holy Spirit to guide us. When you come 
to church during Lent you will notice a 
slight change in our worship service or 
perhaps it will be significant change to 
you. In order to get out on the road for 
the Creator we need to get out of the 
routines we all have been in. 

 

Beginning with the Lenten Season, I am 
also going to start a new BIBLE STUDY 
that will correspond to the ROAD TRIP 
sermon series. ‘TUNE-UP’ will be exclu-
sively online every Tuesday and it will 
be offered in the early morning (8am, 
that’s early for me) and late at night 
(10pm). I want all of us to market this 
Bible Study to our friends, letting them 
know that our church is not just for 
those who have attended here for years. 
Our church has experienced a lot of 
success with our online ministries and as 
we move into the future our tech efforts 
need to be made even stronger. I will be 
utilizing ZOOM conferencing for these 
Bible studies. Are you ready for a 
TUNE UP in your faith? I know I always 
can use some tuning up. 

 

As we enter Lent, what is your commit-
ment to God going to be? I am not talk-
ing a diet plan nor telling God you are 
giving up chocolate because at the end 
of the day we all try to “give something 
up” for Lent but rarely is that sacrifice 
tied to God. 
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Not enough snow does not bring 
me tears of joy and this winter did 
not meet my standards for snow; I 
need more. Recently I did experi-
ence tears of joy when Denise and 
Tiffany shared ‘Seasons of Love’ 
during the offertory, after I used 
the lyrics in my sermon. I truly felt 
loved and happy tears flowed. 

 

Are tears of joy flowing from you? 
Are you rejoicing because God is 
with you? Are you praying? Is 
God’s Word opening before you 
during the week? Are you allowing 
any and every excuse to keep you 
from worshiping God in church? 

 

As we move forward into this very 
HOLY season of Lent, I am going to 
challenge you to consider the road-
blocks that keep you from experiencing 
the highest possible level of joy in your 
faith. I am going to ask you to consider 
the roadblocks that keep you from tak-
ing the light of Jesus Christ out into 
your everyday world. We all need to 
boldly consider what each of us can do 
to fill St. Paul’s sanctuary on Sundays 
so that at least 130 people are here 
each week not only on occasion! We 
can reach ONE HUNDRED and THIR-
TY but it takes each of us to actively 
declare that life is better with St. Paul’s 
on the schedule. 

 

On ASH WEDNESDAY we will pause 
to consider where we are in our faith 
walk. I am hoping that a majority of 
you will find value in taking the extra 
time with your family and friends to 
enter church on a Wednesday. A day 
of worship but also a day of deep 
thought and prayer. We will offer a 
noon service of the application of ashes 
and the cluster of area churches’ ser-
vice will be held at Colonial Manor 
United Methodist Church at 7pm. I 
will be preaching. 

 

My sermon series title for this Lenten 
Season is ROAD TRIP. I think we all 

My suggestion is making a com-
mitment of time to God, which 
also requires a sacrifice in some-
thing of yourself. We guard our 
time preciously so here are a few 
ideas: 
 

• GIVE UP 30 minutes weekly 
to join our TUNE-UP online Bible 
Study. Drink coffee at the kitchen 
table and enjoy each other’s fel-
lowship while discovering things 
about yourself and your faith that 
perhaps you didn’t know. 
• Plan a time of prayer. Not 
your regular prayer time but just 
you and God having a little weekly 
meeting at a set time when you 
won’t allow anyone or anything 
interrupt. 

• Step up for a cause. Discover 
something in the community that 
has your name on it. An organiza-
tion that could use your volunteer 
time on a Saturday. (Maybe get 
the family to join in or friends.) 
Start out the volunteer time with 
prayer. 

• Really commit to worship. Partici-
pate in church every Sunday 
morning. Come to the ASH 
Wednesday service, the Maundy 
Thursday service, and one or 
more of the Good Friday services. 

 

My favorite verse of the Bible is from 
Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways! Again, I say rejoice!” Let the 
Lord God lead you to quiet streams 
along smooth paths and allow yourself 
to experience tears of joy knowing 
how much God truly loves you.  

 
Blessings! 

    Pastor Dave 



4    March/April 2019        Lamplighter 

Outreach 

Winter is hanging on, but we are 
looking forward to a glorious 
Spring! 
 
The Easter Season is just around 
the corner with Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
here before we know it. May this 
be a time of spiritual renewal for 
each and every one of you. 
 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 
 

• March 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(Mar 3) will benefit One 
Great Hour of Sharing 

 

 On the third Sunday  
  (Mar 17) the offering bene-

fits Paulsboro Soup Kitchen 
 
 

• April 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(April 7) is for the Shared 
Ministries 

 

 Our third Sunday (April 21) 
will be our Easter offering 

 
Our bi-annual Wendy’s Night will 
be held on Thursday, April 18th.  
Please come out, enjoy the fellow-
ship while supporting our Missions 
Ministries from 5-8pm. 
 

As always, thank you for all you 
do to help Reach Out to our  
projects.  
 

Ruth Schultz 

Worship Service of Ashes & Reflect ion 
 

Weds . ,  March 6   

7 pm at 
Colonial Manor UMC 

Pastor Dave is preaching.  
Please come out and support him! 

Are you doing anything  
Palm Sunday evening at 7?  

 

Three of our choir members will 
be participating in a Palm Sunday 

Cantata at St John's Methodist 
Church in Turnersville.  

 

It's called the “Body of Christ” 
and it will have a full orchestra 

and 60 choir members. 
 

We know you will find it  
inspiring if you can  
come that evening. 

FOR SALE 
Lester baby grand piano 

$750 
Buyer must remove from premises. 

See Carla Branyan. 
Palm Sun. Apr. 14 

after Pancake Breakfast 
Bring an Easter basket or  
bag for your treasures!   

Lots of Fun! 

Sunday School 
Easter Egg Hunt 
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St. Paul’s Food Pantry is  
starting off 2019 with a brand 
new partner in donating to our 
pantry.  
 
Big Lots in West Deptford 
reached out to the Food Bank  
of South Jersey that they were 
looking to give back to the 
community through food  
donations. The Food Bank     
contacted me to see if we were 
interested in the partnership  
and I proclaimed, “YES!” 
 

We will begin picking up non-
refrigerated food on Mondays.  
 
More Food Bank related news 
came with a letter we received 
from our local ShopRite in  
West Deptford, which has      
selected our agency to receive   
a $2,500 ShopRite Partners in 
Caring grant.  
 
This grant will be held by the 
Food Bank of South Jersey for 

St Paul’s to draw upon through-
out 2019 for food and supplies. 
 
Many thanks to those who   
have made monetary and food 
donations to the food pantry 
and to those who donate their 
valuable time.   
 
I could not do this without 
YOU! 

 

Carol Strock 

Food Pantry 

ST. PAUL’S FOOD PANTRY is a busy place. Our clients register with the County system and can choose what 
they need and like each month, as well as receiving a bag of staples. Thanks to our Coordinator Carol Strock for 
allowing us to provide this needed service, and thanks to all that volunteer and donate money and food items.  
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The Community Relations Team, or 
CRT for short, is an active group of 
volunteers that seeks to bring our 
members out into the community 
while raising funds to help our church 
meet expenses. 
 

Last year was a banner year for the 
team. CRT events raised over $6,600 
for the church, enough to help us 
break even for the year. 
 

This year we welcome a new chair,  
Jill Galka, a new member of St. Paul’s. 
We send out a boatload of thanks to 
Jake Eichel for his leadership last year, 
and look forward to having him con-
tinue as part of the team. 
 

Here are the events we have to look 
forward to in 2019. 
 

ShopRite Cards (Mary Ann Jones) 
sold each week after church. We  
receive 5% of the face value. 
 

Pretzels (Norm Branyan, Mary Ann 
Jones) sold after church 3rd Sunday 
of each month. 
 

Pot Luck Suppers (Carol Strock, Gary 
Rutter) held on Friday of each Family 
Promise week, 4x a year, 6:15 p.m. 
Candy Bar Bingo following dinner at 7 
p.m. Dates: March 1, June 21, Sep-
tember 20, November 15. 
 

Pancake Breakfasts (Jennie & Don 
Troxell) always held on Palm Sunday 
(along with Sunday School Easter Egg 
Hunt). Still open to discussion if we 
have the Fall one and when. Palm Sun-
day Pancake Breakfast April 14. 
 

Chicken BBQ (Sharon Rutter, Denise 
Hosier) scheduled for Sunday, May 
19, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets will be 
on sale around Eastertime. 
 

Phillies Game (Pastor Dave): PD will 
figure out the date, and he is working 
on getting us a bus to go over. Lots of 
fun. We had about 35 people go last 
year and made some money. 
 

“Clean Communities” Roadside Clean-
up (Jennie Troxell): Since we want to 
involve the Sunday School kids, we 
will try to schedule for late September 
after Sunday School begins. We have 
no control over where we are as-
signed, but if there are children in-
volved they should try to assign us 
someplace safe. We get a $500 grant 
from the county. 
 
Boscov “Friends Helping Friends” Day 
(Pastor Dave, Jake Eichel). If we can 
get the coupons early, we should be 
able to sell more. PD and Mary Ann 
had a table at Boscov’s and talked with 
people about the church. Good way 
to get out into the public eye. 
 
 

Community Relations Team Keeps Us Going! 
POSSIBLE NEW PROJECTS 
 
Ciconte’s Dine and Donate (need 
chair). You must take voucher in, and 
Ciconte’s donates 25%. It is for an 
entire week (Monday-Thursday) and 
includes the whole day, lunch and 
dinner, eat in or takeout.  
 
Holy Land Trip (Mary Ann Jones) for 
2020? 
 
Other Trips: Not Sight and Sound this 
year. Christmas show in NYC was 
mentioned, but nothing definite.  
 
Thanks, everyone, for your support!! 

Sun^[y,  
@pril 14 

  10:45 [.m. 
 

Ti]k_ts: $8 [^ults 
Ki^s 12 & un^_r 

$4 
ti]k_ts [v[il[\l_ 

in ]hur]h 
 

MENU 
P[n][k_s, Br_[kf[st M_[ts,  
Fr_sh Fruit, Coff__, T_[, _t]. 

 

Egg Hunt Following for ki^s 
 

Sponsor_^ \y th_ CRT— 
Community R_l[tions T_[m 

Qu_stions: S__ [ny T_[m M_m\_r 

Palm Sunday  
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MEN’S BREAKFASTS are a wonderful time of sharing, and 
are open to all men. We have two opportunities each month: 
third Wednesday of every month, 8:00 a.m., Country House 
Restaurant, and first Saturday (September-June), 8:00 a.m., 
Piston’s Diner. If you have never been, come on out!  

Easter Flowers 
 

Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with 
beautiful flowers! Each year the 
Guiding Lights Class sponsors Easter 
flowers that you can purchase in 
honor or memory of your loved 
ones and then take home after  
Easter worship. 
 
Lilies, tulips, daffodils, azaleas and 
hydrangeas are available in various 
colors.  
 
Watch for order forms in church 
and on the website. All orders are 
due April 1. Money is due by Palm 
Sunday, April 14. 

 

We Thank Thee 
For flowers that bloom about our feet;  

For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;  
For song of bird, and hum of bee;  
For all things fair we hear or see,  
Father in heaven, we thank thee!  

 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

SOUP AND STUDY: Our Wednesday Brown Bag Bible Study  
has the added bonus of homemade soup once a month, from the     
loving hands of Pastor Dave. Bring your lunch on Wednesday at 
12:30! Or join our Wednesday evening study at 7 (also available 
online via ZOOM), or Thursday morning at 11 at Shepherd’s 
Farm. Plus a NEW! online study on Tuesday morning and evening. 
God’s Word deserves your attention! 
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