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Welcome to Our
New Custodian!

Another new hire from the
Staff-Parish Relations Committee is
Jeremy Slickerman as our new
custodian. He began taking care of
our building in February of 2020.

Jeremy is a graduate of West
Deptford High School. He previously
worked in landscaping/tree care and
in customer service for Walmart and
Wawa. He is also a gamer and does
live streaming on Twitch.

Jeremy enjoys helping people and
likes his job so far, especially
interacting with church folks as he
goes about his work. He is the son
of member Kim Gibson and lives in
West Deptford.

Palm Sun. Apr. 5

after Pancake  Break-
fast

“Bring an Caster basket or bag

/

for your ¢veasuves!

Lots of Pun!

Family Promise Returns in April

Jesus said... “Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his

head.” Matthew 8:20.

Yes, that’s right! Jesus was homeless.
He relied on the generosity of friends
and strangers to have a place to lay
his head.

At St. Paul’s we open our doors to
homeless families through the Family
Promise program. Four weeks a year
our volunteers pick up homeless
families and bring them to the church
building at the end of the workday.
We serve them dinner, spend some
time with them, and then they sleep

over in our Sunday School rooms.
Early the next morning one of our
volunteers drives them back to their
Day Center, located in Glassboro.

This outreach ministry will touch your
heart when you talk with some of the
guest families and hear their stories.
However, it’s a very volunteer-
intensive mission. Each time we host,
there are more than 50 volunteer
slots to fill. Seven days of morning
and evening drivers, dinners, evening
fellowship hosts, and male and female
overnight hosts. Plus setup and
breakdown of our air beds and
bedding.

Our next date is April 26-May 2.
Please volunteer to help by signing up
on the big chart in the side foyer or
emailing
familypromise@stpaulsthorofare.com.

For information see Gary Rutter, who
does a great job as overall coordinator.
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THE WAY

Prayers: Family of Zach V / family of
Harry Clay Sr. (Sandi & Mike); Prayers
for the family of Rose B, after her pass-
ing (Jacqueline); Prayers for those
grieving the loss of loved ones (Mary
Ann); Prayers for my nephew Jeff
(Evelyn); Prayers for the Richman
family on the tragic loss of dear Jamie -
niece, sister, wife, granddaughter, aunt,
daughter (Debbie); For Kyli’s parents to
resolve relationship issues with renewed
love (Kim)

Health Concerns: Bill D in induced co-
ma (Terry); Jennifer needs eyes to heal
(Gerry); Prayers for Barbara for sur-
gery on Weds. (Barb); Prayers for Dave
] (Mary Ann); Continued prayers for
Lillian Q to regain her strength (Barb
H); Dave ] in hospital (Jim); Dave M in
hospital w/ fluid around heart /
friend’s dad also in hospital (Molly);
Pray for Maria’s sister, she has cancer
(Jen); Sebastian S on hospice; My sister
Doris needs prayer for her health
(Evelyn); Praying for healing for Missy
(Francis); A friend having back surgery
on Tues. (Elaine); Pray for Mom in
Pitman Manor recovering from a bad
infection (Jennie)

Every week: All those in need,
unspoken requests, all servicemen/
women, our nation and leaders.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Joyce N., Felicia A., Vanessa M., Garry
& Peg P., Diane W., Samm S., Hope T.,
Gerry M., Barbara B., Chris S., Janet B.,
Terry D., Helen R., Corey T.

Serving in the Military:

Daniel Domeraski, Rachel Rachuba,
Gabby Townsley, Ed Schwebel, Joseph
Bangle, Taylor Passero, Kailey Roller,
Jaime Dan Solano, Brandon Howell,
Chris Yard, Shaina Serrano, James T.
Adams, Jr.

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home Residents
Jean K., Jackie Z., Bertie C., Harriet H.,
Ron & Eve C., Betty C.
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Jennifer Ladner
Brianna Shaw
Patti White
Darrin Brown
Don & Kate Black
Amy Fish

Angela Houghton
Jim Clement
Brian Miller

Bob Schultz
Terry Davis
Greyson Galka
Daniel Panetta
Jack Spellman
Ireland Gittinger
Barbara Klinger
Lilly Melson

Ruth Schultz
Tyler Miller
Adalynn Vatsev
Demi Schanne
Harley Sierocinski
Molly Hosier
Madalyn Beidle
Jessica Jordan

Pancake
R2yxeakfZg,

PANCAKES, BREAKFAST MEATS,
FrRESH Fruit, COFFEE, TEA, ETC.

EGG HUNT FOLLOWING FOR KIDS
SPONSORED BY THE CRT—

COMMUNITY RELATIONS TEAM
QUESTIONS: SEE ANY TEAM MEMBER

Annissia Morrissey

19— Kevin Wonsetler

19— Austin Gittinger

21— Jason & Wendy
Gittinger

24— Jean Keegan

24— Joshua Spellman

25— Banu Rembelinsky

25— Carla & Norm
Branyan

26— Grant Dechen

27— Lindsey Huesser

28— Bev & Ken Betz

28— Michael Huebshman

30— Louise Heritage

30— Debbie Szovati

31— David Keegan

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
& ANNIVERSARIES

I—  Betty Cosey

2—  Dorothy Stockman
2— Declan Hartnett
3— Jennifer Bailey

3— Anthony Boyizigies
4— Joel Glicka

4— Barbara Turner

5—  Dorothy Golle

MENU

SUNDAY,
APRIL 5
10:45 AM.

TICKETS: $8 ADULTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS
EAT FREE!
TICKETS AVAILABLE SOON

7— Zachary Beidle

7— Joe & Lynne Hoffman
7— Wayne Kircher

8— Michael DiLeo

8— Nancy Palmer

8— Annamae Kusmanick
Sally Ann Glicka

II— Derek Toppin

13— RJ Cooper

13— Joe Wonsetler

14— Trevor Toppin

17— Bob Platt

18— Brittni Matlack

18— Ray Palmer

19— Joshua Panetta

21— Jeff Hartnett

22— Valerie Lucci

22— Jacob Eichel

23— Janice & Ken Grassia
24— Rose Morgan

24— Marion Robbins
24— Selena Todd

25— Mike Spellman

26— Brianna Gismondi
26— Michelle Kinley

26— Cassandra Morgan
28— Jeff Platt

30— Ed Schwebel

Palm Sunday



“The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full
of majesty.” Psalm 29: 4

The season of Lent has always been

a season that truly challenges my soul
because rather than actively trying

to think of things to give up [ find
myself identifying ways that I have
given up on God and Christ.

It's not that | lose my faith gradually
as the months after Easter rapidly

go by, but this season of the year |
believe has been designed by long ago
faith leaders as a potent opportunity
for all of us to hear the powerful
voice of the Lord that is calling out
to each of us to grow our faith and
to live our faith.

In this year 2020, which is the year
that both of my parents would have
turned 100 years of age, we have so
many activities to keep us busy. So
many distractions. Frankly, so many
excuses that allow all too many
people to relegate the holy to the
recesses of their calendars that never
get looked at. | just had a
conversation about television
choices with a friend and we cringed
in realizing that with Netflix, Prime,
Hulu and all the other streaming
services, that each of us doesn’t ever
have to leave our homes because
there is such a diversity of options
coming from our television sets, our
tablets, and even our smart phones.

So where are your thoughts this
Lenten Season? Is it on the ‘give-up’
items or are you focused on getting
closer to God and Christ? Are you
adjusting your schedule to get more
time in worship and Bible study or do
you see the Spring weather as an
opportunity to hit the highways on
Sunday mornings? Frankly, your
choice does matter ... The voice of
the Lord is powerful and is calling out
to each of us.

As believers, as | shared during my
sermon series on the Apostles Creed,
the Holy Spirit is whispering to us

and nudging us to take on God’s
challenges and directives while rejecting
the world’s. As believers, in this all-too
-short life in which we live, we can
shine the light of Jesus Christ through
our words, our actions, and yes, even
through the look we have on our
faces.

| have been thrilled with the response
to THE TREES OF THE FIELD because
all of us go out into the world after
Sunday worship services with joy and a
positive energy. | just love the energy
as church ends. At the most recent
worship team meeting we even talked
about just leaving this song as the
message we have for the world.

| received a message on FACEBOOK
from someone who listens to our
worship services as we stream it on
FACEBOOK. She actually listens to
the audio of our stream as she drives
on Sunday mornings! She wrote to tell
me that just as | had said that we need
to follow Jesus in my sermon she
looked up as a car passed her and on
the back bumper was His name. She
laughed, saying | had said to follow

ir Faith, Live Our Faith

Jesus and there she was driving behind
a car with Jesus on the bumper ... she
was following Jesus.

So, as a follower of Jesus what are

your plans for the Lenten season?

e Attend church every week?

e Open up God’s Word with
regularity? Maybe join one of our
Bible studies (online perhaps)?

e Bring friends to Palm Sunday
services, which include our
PANCAKE BREAKFAST?

e Attend Maundy Thursday’s
Service of the Upper Room and
the Garden?

e  Good Friday services either in the
afternoon or in the evening?

e Easter services with friends at
either 9am or 10:30am?

The photo with this article was taken
in the parsonage garage. | had just
burned some of last year’s palms to
get the ashes for Ash Wednesday
when the wind blew a couple of dried
palms across the ashes. As you can
see, a cross was formed. Believe me
my breath was taken away.

Out of our dark world filled with
ashes we are rescued by the cross of
Jesus Christ and taken into the light
of God.

So what are you doing for your faith
walk this Lenten season?

Blessings!

Pastor Dave

Lamplighter Staff
Editor: Trista C Jones
Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier

Regular Contributors:
Pastor Dave, Gary Rutter, Ruth Schultz,
Carol Strock, Sunday School

Production: Trista C Jones

The Lamplighter is published bimonthly, in
Jan., March, May, July, Sept. & Nov. Deadline
is the 15th of the month preceding publication.
For more info contact Trista C Jones or email

admin@stpaulsthorofare.com.
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Welcome Spring!

With Daylight Savings Time we can
hopefully expect a glorious spring
of rebirth and renewal.

Upcoming Mission Projects
& Offerings

e March
0 Our first Sunday offering
(March 1) will benefit One
Great Hour of Sharing

0 On the third Sunday
(March 15) the offering is
for our Red Bird Mission trip

One Great Hour of Sharing is a
donation toward disaster relief,
refugee/immigration, and
development ministries throughout
the world.

Red Bird mission trip is upcoming
from July 5-11. This very special
mission includes members of our
church family travelling to Ken-
tucky to help the local people.

e April
0 Our first Sunday offering
(April 5) is for Shared
Ministries

0 Our third Sunday (April 19)
will be supporting the Easter
Fund

As always, a heartfelt “Thank You’
goes out for your continued
support for all of our projects.

Ruth Schultz

OUTREACH

1 KRE
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Friends of Music Bringing
Special Performers

The Friends of Music
team has been working
diligently behind the
scenes making
connections and
networking in the community to
bring special music to enhance our
worship services.

ANNOUNCEMENT
We have Mike Daly confirmed to
perform on Easter Sunday!

IN THE WORKS

e One choice is a group of
musicians that our very own
Music Director Glenda Steffee
has worked with in the past.

e A second choice is the Watoto
Children’s Choir, which tours
the world annually performing
‘Concerts of Hope’ to
advocate for millions of
African children currently
orphaned by AIDS, poverty
and war. The performers, who
have been featured before

X

I

-

J royalty and world leaders
@/ at Buckingham Palace,
§ the White House and
“,+./ national Parliaments
*across the globe sing,
dance and celebrate their
stories of hope.

Both options are viable and we
are gathering information and
details, and consulting calendars
to find mutually agreeable dates.
With the generous support of our
congregation we hope to be able
to bring one or more of these
performers to St. Paul’s in the
near future.

We are continuing to collect
donations toward this and future
Friends of Music endeavors. Please
be sure to grab an envelope from
our bulletin board and place it in
the offering plate during Sunday
service.

Carla Branyan

EASTER FLOWERS

Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection
with beautiful flowers! Each year
the Guiding Lights Class sponsors

Easter flowers that you can
purchase in honor or memory
of your loved ones and then take
home after Easter worship.

Lilies, tulips, daffodils, azaleas
and hydrangeas are available in
various colors. All orders are due
March 22. Money is due by Palm
Sunday, April 5.

We Thank Thee

For flowers that bloom about our feet;
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;
For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank thee!

—Ralph Waldo Emerson




Partner Cluster Youth Group Thriving

FINALLY ...

Wow, yes it is happening!
We have an incredi-
bly fun youth group for
our teens (Grades 5
through 12) that is meet- _
ing every single month.

These young people are
gathering on the first Sun-
day of EVERY month
from 5 p.m. until 6:30
p.m. for FUN, FOOD
and FAITH!! Yes, we
feed them ... we have a
blast and meet new friends!

Our youth group is not exclusive to
St. Paul’s! In fact, our youth group
does not even meet at St. Paul’s! But,
this gathering of teens is well repre-
sented by our teens and our leaders
(Pastor Dave and Samm Smith)!!

When several area churches realized
that we needed a youth group but
none of us had enough kids to do it
on our own a “duh” moment
occurred and we realized that the best
thing for our teens was to be with
teens from other churches so that

they could develop new friendships!
None of the pastors was worried that
it wasn’t happening in one of our
churches, because what mattered was
having a youth group that worked for
the kids.

So, we meet at Zion United
Methodist Church on Kings Highways
in Clarksboro! We still don’t have an
official name for the group but what’s
cool is one of the teens wants to be a
cook for his career so he is preparing
our food each month.

8 What we need is for each of us to

think about young people we know

= who would enjoy being with other
- young people in a faith-based youth

group. With busy schedules we

o realized that once a month works, so

we are looking for your teens ... your
grandkids who are teens ... your
neighbors who are teens who can give
up 1% hours once a month for God,
Christ, and new friendships.

The laughter and the smiles are so
incredible, but so is the honest
discussion. Our District Superinten-
dent, Reverend Myrna Bethke,
actually did cartwheels at the February
meeting, which is something that
Pastor Dave won’t be doing.

So, celebrate our youth group and
keep it in your prayers! It’s
AWESOME that we can now tell
families that YES ... St. Paul’s has a
youth group that meets EVERY
month on the FIRST SUNDAY of
the month with teens from other
churches at a central location that is
easy to get to!

CELEBRATE!

Community Relations Team Is Back!

The CRT met in February and is ready,
willing, and able to pump up our regu-
lar events and find new ways to reach
the community and maybe raise a little
money, too.

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast
This annual event has come to be one
of our best attended, and we’re look-
ing forward to it. It will be on Palm
Sunday (duh!) which is April 5. Tick-
ets remain at $8 for adults, and Sun-
day School kids eat free. Don Troxell
will cook, and he’s great! Look for
tickets in church beginning March 22.

Community Clean-Up

We will again gather together to clean
up a roadside area nearby. Jennie
Troxell is our liaison with Gloucester
County. When we have a date, we
hope lots of members will come out
and help.

Phillies Game
We’ve chosen a date of August 8 to

see the Phillies play the Giants. Should

be a fun time. Ticket info coming
when we get closer.

Chicken BBQ

We are sad to report that Tony the
chicken man has had to retire because
of health issues. We are looking into
other possibilities but at this time can’t
schedule for this spring. Stay tuned,
folks!

And There’s More!

If you’re interested in helping out at
any or all of our events, come on out
to our meeting, Tuesday, March 24 at
7:00 p.m. See you there!
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Card Ministry Brings Cheer

Last year, we began a “Healing Card”
ministry on the 5th Sunday of March.
It is traditional in St. Paul’s that we
have a “healing service” in a month
where there are five Sundays. On
Healing Sundays, someone is chosen
who needs an extra note of please contact Patty Fish by email-
encouragement to receive cards from ing pattymfish@hotmail.com. Thank
our congregation. The recipient does you.

very simple gesture but can mean so
much to the receiver.

If you know of someone that needs
extra encouragement or prayer and
would benefit from our card ministry,

Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday
Worship with Palms, 9:30 a.m.

Pancake Breakfast and
Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt
after church

Thursday, April 9
Holy Thursday
The Last Supper:
Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m.

Friday, April 10
Good Friday
Tenebrae Service of Darkness,
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 12
Easter
Sunrise Service, Red Bank
Battlefield, 6:30 a.m.

Resurrection Celebration
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

NOTE SPECIAL TIMES!

Red Cross

Monday,
April 13, 2020

Sign up online
at redcrossblood.org
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not have to be a member of St.
Paul’s. We pass out cards to the
congregation who then sign them, or
some take them home to write a little
message. The recipient usually
receives about 60 cards in the mail.

The cards are received with great
surprise and joy! It is so good for
someone going through stressful times
and/or discouraging times to know
that others are thinking of them and
praying for them. As it says in |
Thessalonians 5:11: “Build each
other up and encourage one another,
Just as you are doing.” A card is a

Nine-year old Sebastian from
Virginia has Stage IV brain cancer
and is in hospice care. He was very

happy to receive cards from our
congregation in December 2019.

ACOLYTES have added so much to our worship services and
are a great help to Pastor Dave. Any child age 8 and up may
serve. See Pastor Dave or Wayne & Donna Sierocinski.




Come join us for
dinner at

WNDY' S

(Crown Point

Rd. Thorofare)

Thurs..
April 16th
3=8 p.m.

Proceeds
benefit
St. Paul’s
UMC Anchor
Class
Mission
projects

- ol "
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! In December we received eight new
members into the church. Shown with Pastor Dave are: Angela, Jason,
Cameron & Cailyn Houghton, Roger & Dorothy Stockman, Vikki
Gibson, Vicki Cusack, and Lay Leader Dave Fish. Not shown
but received into membership: Hermine Morgan.

We’re so happy to have you as part of our church family!

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Our men love to get together,
eat breakfast, and talk over the issues of the day, whether it’s
church business or the world.
All men are invited to the Country House on the 3rd Wednesday of
every month, or to Piston Diner on the 1st Saturday of September
through June.

Lamplighter March/April 2020

7



Children’'s Ministry

FRRRIEER
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Children’s Ministry at St.
Paul’s is growing by leaps
and bounds!
Acolytes have been regularly
participating in Sunday
service, children Liturgists
have been sharing their voice
and our Chancel is bursting
each week with the cherubs
of our members on their
own custom built Children’s
Message bench!




