
Reopening with Love: 
Striving to Make the Right Decisions 

will be directed by a leader and will be 
made through either the ramp door or 
the double doors at the bottom of the 
Sunday School wing stairs.  
 We are asking individuals to avoid 

touching the railings during their 
entrancing and exiting of the 
building.  

 
4. Worshipers will be masked at all times 

while in the building or they will be 
asked to leave the worship service im-
mediately. Singing will not be allowed 
by those in the OVERFLOW area.  

 
5. Toilet facilities WILL NOT BE AVAIL-

ABLE under any circumstance.  
 
6. We will continue to offer an afternoon 

service in St. Paul’s “backyard” but the 
starting time will be adjusted due to the 
shortening of the days. In September 
the starting time will be moved up to 6 
p.m. and in October it will be 5 p.m. 

 
All of the leaders of the church wish that 
we weren’t in these difficult times that are 
keeping us away from being together in 
person, but we are in agreement that our 
primary goal is to keep everyone safe and 
healthy! We are doing church 24/7 and 

“Here I am to worship; here I am 
to bow down. Here I am to say 
that You're my God!” 
 
PHASE 2’s implementation will be subject 
to a review of New Jersey’s COVID   
numbers during the next few weeks. 
 
Here is the PHASE 2 plan for St. Paul’s: 
 
Effective Sunday October 4, 2020 the 
OVERFLOW section of St. Paul’s sanctu-
ary will be opened for church members 
and friends to restricted worship inside the 
church during the 9:30 worship service, 
which will continue to be streamed on 
FACEBOOK and other online media. The 
Trustees of the church will work with the 
Reopening Leadership team to ensure that 
the seating for worship maintains 6 foot 
aisles and 6 foot distances between wor-
shipers. The number of potential wor-
shipers for each service will be announced 
no later than September 15 but it is ex-
pected that we will only have space for 25 
or fewer individuals.  
 
1. Attendance will be by reservation only 

and those reservations will be made 
through St. Paul’s website or by calling 
the church office.  
 In the beginning weeks 

of PHASE 2 no one will be al-
lowed to worship in person two 
weeks in a row.  

 
2. Those worshiping in the OVERFLOW 

section will not be allowed to enter the 
primary Sanctuary, which will be roped 
off and open only to worship leaders. 
There will be no up-close social interac-
tion between worshipers or between 
worshipers and the worship leaders.  

 
3. Those worshiping in the OVERFLOW 

section will enter via the ramp entrance 
at the direction of an usher. They will 
enter and move immediately to their 
assigned seats. The exiting of worship 

offering more worship services to church 
members than ever in our history. It’s 
very clear that hundreds of people are 
choosing St. Paul’s as their choice to wor-
ship God and Jesus Christ. They use our 
Sunday services, our Wednesday Holy 
Communion moments, and our other 
streamed opportunities as their connection 
to worship where they can humble them-
selves to bow down before God. 
 
As we strive to make the right decisions 
for our church and for the safety of peo-
ple we love, as well as for their extended 
families, we realize that other churches are 
doing things differently. This week one of 
the largest churches in South Jersey an-
nounced that it will not have any in-
building worship services until at least 
January 2021. Its leaders believe that 
their members’ and friends’ lives will be at 
risk if they open the church doors any 
time soon, so they are continuing to 
stream. I have spoken with several other 
pastors who are considering February or 
March as their potential reopening dates. 
So we are going to attempt to imple-
ment PHASE 2 but we will be watchful, 
careful, and loving as we move forward. 
 
Stay well and safe!  

Pastor Dave 

 Please visit www.redcross.org for info 

Your	donation	will	save	lives!	
 Photo ID required at the time of donation. Drink plenty of water prior to appointment. 
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ALL Prayers: All who are ill and 
those caring for them 
Safe travels for those on vaca-
tion or traveling for business 
Those affected by Hurricane 
Laura 
Mike B surgery for compression 
fracture of back 
Edith D on hospice and family 
Praise Cindy R getting better 
Judy M recovering at home 
Jacqueline baby due  
Dixielee back pain 
Jim K in hospital chest pains and 
wife 
Cindi passed away from covid 
Family & friends of Bishop John 
H and other leaders of the Sierra 
Leone Conference, tragically 
died in an automobile accident 
David T who lost his mother 
Edna 
John and Bondette on passing of 
John’s mother Pat 
Danny D deployed overseas 
Family & friends of Lowell K, 
wife Fern, daughter Jackie 
Bridgette A needs prayer 
Judy F praise biopsy benign 
Andy H recovering from eye 
surgery  
FRM needs appendix out and is 
scared 
Tina dear friend of PD lost 
mother 
Nicole finished chemo upcoming 
surgery 
Family & friends of Amelia E 
passed from cancer 
Rev. Harold G hospitalized mul-
tiple health issues 
Donna S recovering from fall 
going on vacation 
Heather H needs answers, not 
feeling well 
Person with severe neck & back 
pain 
Man with sciatica 
Friend of the church with men-
tal health challenges 
Gary B long recovery from sur-
gery 
Bella MRI & spinal tap 
Carol F vertigo being treated 
15-year-old baseball player tore 
labrum in shoulder 

Friends dealing with depression 
Parents making difficult decisions 
on sending kids back to school 
Our country and for God to heal 
A young couple with problem 
pregnancy 
A family with financial needs 
George R in ICU with cancer  
Marie Grace for her home, that it 
will get needed repairs 
Caitlyn & family difficult issues 
Jennie T exposed to covid, her 
husband & office workers 
Peg & Dave health challenges 
Rev. Joyce M surgery 
Clark sepsis from bed sore plus 
covid and pneumonia 
Richard E serious health issues 
Amy difficult recovery from brain 
tumor surgery 
Dottie D praise doing better  
People of Lebanon 
Daryl B cancer 
Nancy H-W and family 
Sandy D health issues 
Faye 
Frank C broke neck 
Bernice N praise 90th birthday 
Lori’s co-worker in hospital with 
covid 
Myra’s mother Rakhil pacemaker 
heart problems 
Cindy F still has pain 
Sandi Di surgery 
Jacque radiation for cancer and 
husband Nelson  
Mary Ann’s friend cataract sur-
gery had problems with first one 
Terry D may need hip replace-
ment     

Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all service-
men/women, our nation and lead-
ers. 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Joyce N., Felicia A., Vanessa M., 
Garry & Peg P., Diane W., Samm 
S., Hope T., Gerry M., Barbara B., 
Chris S., Janet B., Terry D., Helen 
R., Corey T. 
 

Serving in the Military: 
Daniel Domeraski, Rachel Rachuba, 
Gabby Townsley, Ed Schwebel, 
Joseph Bangle, Kailey Roller, Jaime 
Dan Solano, Brandon Howell, 
Chris Yard, Shaina Serrano, James 
T. Adams, Jr.; Donna Rachuba 
 

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home      
Residents: 
Jean K., Bertie C., Harriet L.,  
Ron & Eve C., Betty C.;  
Rosie P.; Edie M. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES 

1– Jacqueline Clement 
2– Colin Grassia 
7– Kelly Kinley 
7– Dawn Moore 
9– Heather Hudgins 
9– Doris DuBois 
9– Margaret Gogolin 
10– Angel Cosme 
10– Sean Favretto 
10– Gregory Hamilton 
10– Judy Muhlbauer 
11– Alice Kern 
11– Ellie Luoma 
12– Mario DiVento 
12– Samm Smith 
13– Bill Blair 
13– Kyle DuBois 
13– Jeff Jones 
13– Ryan Moore 
13– Pat Strockbine 
13– Christian White 
14– Rebecca Gibson Eller 
14– Danielle Ferrara 
14– Tommy Gittinger 
14– Rachel & Douglas Merckx 
18– Ginny & Rich Gibson 
19– Sandy Daws 
19– Kathie & Mike Spellman 
19– Matthew Weber 
19– Tom White 
20– Dana & Steve Kovack 
21– Casey Kovack 
21– Amanda Strock Kaiser 
22– Jason Gittinger 
22– Mary Ann & Larry Jones 
24– Diane Favretto 
26– Gwen Jones 
27– Michelle Black 
28– Don Black 
28– Brian Cooper 
28– Olivia Ferrara 
28– Sandy & Jack Spellman 
28– Jaclyn Weber 
30– Cailyn Houghton 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES 

1– Ron Cervantes 
1– Michelle & Kevin Wright 
1– Kim & Ed Gibson 
2– Brooke Zirbser 

3– Jeff & Danielle Matlack 
3– Nathaniel Weisser 
4– Merrilee Chappell 
4– Ashley Dugan 
5– Sandi DiLeo 
5– Nancy Huebshman 
5– Gina Leonardo 
5– Jill Galka 
7– Angela & Jason         
 Houghton 
7– Don Davis Jr. 
7– Rich & Gerrie Lynn Dyal 
8– Victor Ferrara 
9– Doug & Denise Brown 
9– Sally Jordan 
9– Jessica Keegan 
9– Heather Strockbine 
11– Aubrey McLaughlin 
11– Bob Rowand 
11– Scott Weems 
12– Leisa Keegan 
12– LeighAnne Richman 
13– Brooklyn Gittinger 
13– Carl “CJ” Kinley 
13– Anthony Panetta 
14– Chris McGee 
14– Lillian Quillin 
15– Janet Brown 
16– Heather Jones 
17– Jacqueline Gullifer 
17– Ann & Jay Hamel 
17– Elliemae Rutter 
17–    William Rutter 
18– Jennifer Barger 
18– Christina & Ed Yurick 
20– Mark & Evett Heffernan 
20– Mary Sierocinski 
21– Cindy Fifis 
21– Delaney Yurick 
22– Donald Gortowski 
22– Dana Kovack 
24– Donna & Wayne           
 Sierocinski 
25– Rori Beidle 
25– Danielle Brown 
27– Rich & Diane Favretto 
28– Bertie Cast 
28– Debbie Richman 
28– Cheri Clement 
29– Sharon & Gary Rutter 
29– Hillary Toppin 
30– Joe Bryan Jr. 
30– Kathy Schanne 
31– Jack Heritage  

Staff 
Editor: Trista C Jones 

Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier  
 

Regular Contributors:  
Pastor Dave, Gary Rutter, Ruth Schultz,  

Carol Strock, Sunday School  
 

Production: Trista C Jones 
 

The Lamplighter is published bimonthly, in 
Jan., March, May, July, Sept. & Nov. Deadline 
is the 15th of the month preceding publication. 
For more info contact Trista C Jones or email  
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“Only God! My mighty fortress 
who makes my way perfect.” 

2 Samuel 22:33 
 

Imagine a Triscuit cracker and a cup 
of coffee. Through the simplicity of 
foods in a quiet moment, the Holi-
ness of God became apparent again 
to Pastor Bill Elwell of the Bristol 
Federated Monkton Friends Church 
in Vermont. Yes … all he had with 
him on that morning was a Triscuit 
and coffee, but God’s Holy Spirit was 
calling the man Bill Elwell to the 
Lord’s Table and Pastor Bill knew he 
needed to connect. 
 

Dear friends, as we continue through 
our journey in this Twilight Zone era 
of human existence, we each have 
the opportunity to rediscover our re-
lationship with the Holy. We can 
again identify with God and Jesus 
Christ if we seek hope and want to 
eliminate fears. As my friend discov-
ered, God is much more powerful 
than the limits humankind has at-
tempted to place on the Creator. If 
we seek God … if we truly seek God 
… then God will be there to bless us. 
 

Bill Elwell is my friend; we went to 
seminary together. On a Wednesday 
morning in June Bill woke up and de-
cided to avoid TV as he searched his 
kitchen for coffee. He turned on his 
computer and of all the images he 
could have seen in that moment his 
computer was directed to St. Paul’s 
Facebook page. My friend Bill saw a 
live stream from our sanctuary and so 
he stated to pay attention. He real-
ized I was leading a service of Holy 
Communion online and Bill felt an 
urgency to join in from his home in 
Vermont. “Dave,” Bill said that after-
noon, “it was like God was holding 
me so that I could hear the prayers, 
the Scriptures, and sense the need to 
eat the bread and drink from the 
cup.”  

Sunday mornings, Holy Communion 
Wednesday mornings at 7 a.m., two 
Bible studies, and daily devotionals. 
Plus our website provides prayer lists 
and needs. We have fed the hungry 
and cared for the broken. 
  

As I write this I need to ask of all of 
us … are we getting closer to God in 
these unique times when we have 
added moments in our lives? I have 
challenged all who worship with us to 
read at least a few sentences from the 
Gospels and/or Acts chapter 1 every 
single day for the rest of our lives so 
that we can hear Jesus better. Have 
you chosen to go to the Lord’s Table 
more than once a month? We offer 
the service live, but this week I have 
had more than a half dozen individu-
als tell me that they are watching a 
recorded version of each week’s Holy 
Communion service in a quiet place 
so that they can experience the holy. 
  

Our Leadership team on Reopening 
has tentatively scheduled Sunday Oc-
tober 4 as the next phase in bringing 
the church back together. But we 
have never stopped being church. We 
have our Sunday streamed services 
and our Sunday afternoon outdoor 
services and more. 
  

What are you doing next Wednesday 
morning at 7 a.m.? Do you have a 
Triscuit and a cup of coffee, or a cup 
of grape juice and a piece of bread? 
Have you allowed yourself enough 
peace to sense God’s nudging you to 
get closer with the Holy? I hope 
you’ll join us and be blessed. 
  

I keep all of you in prayer and ask 
that you keep me in your prayers. 
  

        Blessings! 

    Pastor Dave 
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“Only God” the Scripture reading 
from 2 Samuel notes … “Only God” 
can be our mighty fortress perfecting 
our ways. 
 
So Bill looked around his kitchen, but 
he didn’t have any bread, just 
Triscuits, and no juice but he already 
had his coffee. And my friend and fel-
low pastor said that God in those mo-
ments transformed the cracker and the 
coffee into the body and blood of our 
Savior, giving Bill a “Holy Spirit” mo-
ment he admitted he desperately 
needed. 
 
So here we are with the month of 
September approaching. From March 
22 until July 12 the worship opportu-
nities from St. Paul’s were strictly 
online, but we have had more people 
from around the world worshiping 
with us than at any time in our histo-
ry. God has not been limited by this 
pandemic and God’s people. Those of 
us who call ourselves Christians have 
been able to worship God because 
frankly, we don’t need a building for 
worship. 
 
Thanks to God’s technology we are 
actually offering more worship oppor-
tunities for every person in the world 
from St. Paul’s. Online at 9:30 on 



Outreach 

Autumn Is Coming 
 
Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 

• September 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(Sept 6) will benefit Shared 
Ministries 

 

 On the third Sunday  
  (Sept 20) the offering is for 

Seeds of Hope 
 
Seeds of Hope’s mission is to 
demonstrate the life changing love 
of Jesus to inmates, ex-offenders, 
poor, homeless, and those trapped 
in addictions and prostitution. They 
serve the least, the last, and the lost 
in Camden and South Jersey.  
 
• October 

 Our first Sunday offering  
(Oct 4) is World Communion 
Sunday 

 

 Our third Sunday (Oct 18) will 
be supporting Ranch Hope 

 
Ranch Hope is a local United 
Methodist mission that runs several 
homes and camps for troubled 
youth in South Jersey. It is a leader 
in fostering environments that 
transform lives empowered through 
Christ-centered love and 
compassion.  
 
Many thanks to all of the St, Paul’s 
family for your generous 
outpouring of support to our 
Mission Projects even during these               
unprecedented times. We remain a 
community of love for all. 
 

Ruth Schultz 
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Spinning Wheel  

Almost all of us are connected to the 
world through WiFi and the Internet, 
whether it is our phones or our 
tablets or our television viewing. And 
the last thing any of us ever want to 
see is that spinning wheel with the 
word “buffering” beneath it. We just 
don’t have the patience to wait, 
because we need things to work 
magically and clearly for us all the 
time. 
 
I am including this in our newsletter 
because as Pastor of St. Paul’s I am 
thankful and thrilled with the hard 
work that Gary Rutter has put in to 
make our worship experience as good 
as it can be. Actually, I am adding a 
name to be thankful that only Gary 
and I know. There is someone who has 
been worshiping almost every week 
with our St. Paul’s family online long 
before the suspension of in-church 
worship, Mr. Tim Longnecker. Tim’s 
business is internet services and 
computer connectivity. He provides 
the internet and tech services for 5 
municipalities in New Jersey in 
addition to private businesses and 
nonprofits. Tim and Gary have 
worked together to make our 
outgoing signal the very best possible, 
which has been evident since the end 
of July for our Facebook streaming of 
worship and Communion. 
 
But that brings me to the reality of 
the INTERNET world. If you were 
watching the DNC a few weeks ago 
you might have noticed on 
Wednesday night that everything 
stopped. Now, they have the best 
equipment and tech people in the 
world but still the stream just stopped 

mid-speakers until it started up 
again. If Comcast has a “blip” in 
their signal it will impact our 
output, or if our tablets have a 
momentary glitch it will be seen by 
everyone watching. However, we 
monitor the outgoing signal during 
every worship service, and I can tell 
you the signal has been almost 
100% strong and clear. 
 
However, if you have a home system 
like the Delaneys do in Smithville, 
any incoming signal that experiences 
a momentary hesitation (and, that 
happens a lot) will result in our 
home WiFi putting us through the 
“buffering” experience. “Buffering” 
is not due to the output from the 
church nor any other source. 
Buffering occurs when your tablet/
phone/computer or home system is 
not syncing with your internet 
provider, and buffering can take up 
to several minutes to bring the 
already strong signal back into focus 
on your device. So when you see 
“buffering” on your device, please 
remember that the provider of 
“content” like our worship services 
is not the cause because our output 
is clean and strong. 
 
The streaming of worship, Sunday 
School, Bible Study and other 
church programs is a reality for the 
future. Gary is working with Tim 
(He loves our church by the way, 
which is obvious because he 
worships with us on Sundays and 
Wednesdays.) to develop a solid tech 
plan for the church’s future. I am 
excited about the possibilities, which 
in a way are reflected in the 
excellent camera work Gary has 
been providing! 
 
So when you see that buffering 
wheel, please remember that the 
church’s output of worship, 
Communion, Sunday School, or 
Bible Studies is not the cause. 



Everything’s Online! Watch or Listen  
In this time of social distancing 
and no interactions, the church is 
still active and providing worship, 
Bible studies and daily devotionals. 
You can participate through the 
Internet, and even if you don’t 
have a computer or smart phone 
you can still listen to worship by 
telephone. 
 
We’ve been live-streaming our 
worship service on Facebook for a 
while. Now we’ve added ZOOM, 
so even if you’re not on Facebook 
you can still watch worship online 
or listen on your phone. 
  
Here’s everything you need to 
know: 
  
Worship streaming on Facebook, 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.: https://
www.facebook.com/
StPaulsUMCThorofare/ 
 
 

Worship online using ZOOM, 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.: https://
zoom.us/j/352579798 
 
Daily Devotions and updates on 
Facebook, every day at 9:30 
a.m.: https://
www.facebook.com/
StPaulsUMCThorofare/ 
 
Bible Studies via ZOOM, 
Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. and 
Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m.: https://zoom.us/
j/6215058879?
pwd=nsnKfafurYg 
  
If you don’t have Internet see   
instructions in the box for 
listening to ZOOM on a regular 
telephone. 
 

Blessings! 

Pastor Dave 

How to Join a ZOOM 
Meeting by Telephone 

  

1. Dial one of the following  
numbers: Toll Free 833-302-
1536  -or-  408-638-0968  -
or-  646-558-8656. 

 

2. You will be prompted to enter 
the meeting ID - the nine (9) or 
ten (10) digit ID provided to 
you by the host. It is the 
number at the end of the links, 
e.g. 352579798 for Sunday 
worship. 

 

3. You will be prompted to enter 
your unique participant ID - 
Press # to skip. 

 

Try it and let us know if you are 
able to connect and hear our  
worship service. 

Sunday School will begin on 
September 13th. We will be  
doing a Zoom Sunday School 
again to start off the school year.   
  

As of right now, no Pumpkin Party 
is planned, but that doesn't mean 
we won't come up with a fun 
virtual or socially distanced 
activity.   
  

Lamplighter    September/October2020     5 

We are looking into having               
the Bazaar outdoors, weather 
permitting. We have a few ideas 
on how we can accommodate this 
and people's comfort levels. This  
is the Sunday Schools biggest 
fundraiser, so it would be a shame 
not to do something if we can.   
 

Elaine Luoma 

Sunday School Is Back! 
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THE SACRAMENT  
OF BAPTISM  

was celebrated outside on         
August 2 for Leia Skye Eller, 

granddaughter of                    
Rich & Ginny Gibson and         

great-niece of Kathie Spellman.       
 

It was a joyful time, and PD 
showed Leia off to the crowd in 

her wagon.  

“Dressed for Succcess” Sermon Series 
that each of us is being called to 
be God’s faithful ambassadors in 
the world! It is a reason I keep 
reminding all of us of the value of 
reading something, even just a few 
verses, from the Gospels daily. 
 
In September, I will be starting a 
sermon series entitled “Dressed for 
Success,” which will use Ephesians 
as its primary Scriptural text. It is 
my hope that each of us will see 
this series as our means of 
preparing for Advent and the 
times that are ahead. 
 
In addition to the sermon series, I 
will be preparing a workbook/
worksheets for you to use at home 

“Grace be with all who have an 
undying love for our Lord Jesus 

Christ!” Ephesians 6:23 
 
September traditionally represents 
a time of returning to church after 
our summer “vacation time.”  
 

Obviously, these are different 
times and we face different 
challenges, but life goes forward. 
And, as we go forward, I know 

to dig further into God’s Word 
during the week. I am hoping 
that there will be interest in 
forming a Bible study group to 
examine more closely how 21st 
century Christians can “put on 
the armor of God.” 
 
So stay tuned—our sermons’ 
message will be fashion related.  
I hope we can all create some 
fantastic images of the people of 
St. Paul’s showcasing to the world 
that we are DRESSED for 
SUCCESS as the ambassadors of 
God who call St. Paul’s our home 
church! 

Pastor Dave 

THANK YOU!! 
 

Many thanks to our faithful 
members who have been calling 
every member of our church 
family every week during this 
pandemic. You are awesome! 

 

Beverly Betz • Carla Branyan 
Lori Brown • Donna Delaney  
Kim Gibson • Denise Hosier  

Mary Ann Jones • Dana Kovack  
Elaine Luoma • Samm Smith  

Don Strock 
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VBS LEADERS: We are lucky to have such great leadership in our    
church, like Sunday School Superintendent Elaine Luoma,                   

Sunday School Teacher & VBS Craft Leader Mary Ann Jones, and        
our own knight in shining armor, Pastor Dave.  

GUIDING 
LIGHTS      

continue to 
meet on Zoom 

to keep up with 
church news 

and their lasting 
friendship.  This 

group of 20+ 
women has been      

together for al-
most 40 years, 
and they have 

become one of 
the foundations 

of church events 
and leadership.  

HAPPY 90TH    
to Bernice Nolte, 
who celebrated 
on August 8.           
She is a long-time 
member of        
St. Paul’s, and 
thanks everyone 
for the cards, 
texts, and email 
birthday wishes.  

OUTDOOR WORSHIP has gone very well, with social         
distancing and masks a must! The weather cooperated, 

and we had good attendance and even some visitors!  
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VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL was virtual  

this year, so we weren’t 
able to crowd 100 kids 

into our building.  
 

But it was still a great  
success, and the children 

enjoyed their time  
as Knights of  
North Castle.  

Rally Day September 13! 
Sunday School begins for the 
2020-2021 year. Contact 

Elaine Luoma for Zoom link. 


