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As all of you know, the last 14
months have been challenging and
difficult for all of us. St. Paul’s has
been blessed to have a great team
of leaders carefully guiding us
through this global pandemic.
Since more and more of us are
now vaccinated and the New
Jersey case numbers are down, the
team is ready to allow more
individuals to attend worship in
person. RESERVATIONS will
continue to be required! You can
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make reservations online through
our website.

Effective Sunday May 9, we will
increase the number of individuals
allowed into the church for
Sunday worship services to a
maximum of 45 individuals, with
25 to be seated in the overflow
section and 20 in the sanctuary.
Reservations will be made through
the website (or through your
calling contact) and you will be

Al
7

Fir—

Sanctuary Open

able to request either the
sanctuary or the overflow. When
seating is assigned, priority will be
given to those expressed
preferences, but with no
guarantees. Masks and social
distancing while in the church will
continue to be requirements. We
hope that all our church family
understands that they should not
be hugging nor getting into other
individuals’ personal space within
the building, since not everyone
has been vaccinated yet.

Once we announce the outside
worship plans for the summer we
will talk about the changes for
those services. Every American
over the age of 16 is now eligible
for the vaccine, so there is
absolutely no excuse not to be
vaccinated. If you or someone you
know needs help scheduling a
vaccine appointment or traveling
to a vaccine site, please let us
know because we will help.

“Pastor Dave

Amaerican
Red Cross

THE TIME TO
GIVE BLOOD
IS NOW

St Paul’s will be hosting the Red Cross Blood
Drive on June 26th @ 9am

Please contact the Red Cross at
800-RED-CROSS or at www.redcross.org
to schedule your appointment today!
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ALL Prayers:

For our country

For vaccine distribution

To end hate crimes

Jennifer immune disorder really
bad

Judy M going to rehab

Evelyn D healing from 3d degree
sunburn

Lucas has covid

Family & friends of Adrian B
who passed from covid

Family & friends of Ann S-G
Family & friends of Jeff W

Dick W brother passed & Sandy
Family & friends of Annamae K
Lori & Brittni taking care of
Judy

Stanley M stage 4 pancreatic
cancer on hospice

Pat P friend dying

Florida residents increasing
covid rates

Friend of Jennie’s late mom has
leukemia

Steve F digestive problems &
pain

Nancy P MS progressing

Aunt Sondra O nasal & sinus
cancer

Cindy S physical & emotional
struggles

Hope H home recovering from
surgery

Man who collapsed in front of
Ski house and his family

Leigh Ann age 32 cancer
spreading needs a miracle

Jude P needs job to support
family

Nicole M friend very ill
Khadijah H’s salvation

Kristy proton therapy for brain
tumor

Wayne & Tyler S both sick
Wayne & family brother passed
Ken broke shoulder

Logan brain & behavior issues
Pam C in ICU with sepsis

Sara melanoma on stomach
Those who are uncertain about
getting vaccine

Police, fire fighters, EMTs and
all first responders

Family & friends of Daryl B who
passed from lung cancer esp his
wife Nancy

Family & friends of Sohaib N-S
chaplain at Princeton

Qur DS and Bishop

Bob P praise 94th birthday

Olive W recurrence of cancer &
husband Charlie

Cindy & Chris F sudden passing
of Chris’ cousin

G family sudden loss of son

All who suffer from mental illness
Our church shut-ins difficult year
Debbie H lung cancer

Mindy M painful CRPS/RSD
Susan #1 cancer getting chemo
Susan #2 recovering from serious
surgery

Carol had stroke

Donna hospital with breathing
probs

Jimmy O knee surgery rehab
Greg M serious health issues lost
vision

Barbara | in hospital heart/
breathing issues

Bob A was in hospital home now
Claire rapid heartbeat

Mary broken wrist in pain

Heinz & Tasha’s family to be safe
People of St. Vincent’s & the
Grenadines active volcano
Martina surgery & biopsy

Gina W positive for covid &
anxiety

Family of Rev. David A passed
from covid

Every week: All those in need,
unspoken requests, all
servicemen/ women, our
nation and leaders.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Joyce N., Samm S., Hope T.,
Gerry M,, Chris S, Janet B.,
Terry D., Helen R, Corey T.

Serving in the Military:

Daniel Domeraski, Rachel
Rachuba, Gabby Townsley, Ed
Schwebel, Joseph Bangle,
Kailey Roller, Jaime Dan
Solano, Brandon Howell, Chris
Yard, Shaina Serrano, James T.
Adams, Jr,; Donna Rachuba

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home
Residents:

Jean K., Bertie C., Harriet L.,
Ron & Eve C,, Betty C,;
Rosie P,; Edie M.

2 May/June 2021 Lamplighter

May Birthdays & Anniversaries
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Danielle & Frank Ferrara
Lauren Jones

Gary Rutter

Tyler Sierocinski

Bob & Rosalyn Platt
Blaine Zirbser

Cheryl DiVento
George Tait

Elaine Blair

Mike Hauck

Erin & Emil Vatsev
Jeanette Whipp
Jackson White

Ron & Eve Cervantes
Ann Hamel

Dan Taylor

David Delaney

Fred & Judy Cochran
Sandy & Dick Wagner
Bryan White

Billy Blair

Jason Miller

Connor Huesser

Ed & Linda Ruple
Jennifer Blair Yearby
Don Davis

Leigh Klinger
Majorie Rowand

Rob Rowand

Nancy Campbell

Rita Thomas

Abigail Furey

Nicole Lisa

Vicki Cusack

21 — Christopher Bailey
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Sandi & Mike DilLeo
Makenzie Previtali

Jim Doerrmann

Ed Donisi

Denise Hosier

Linda Ruple

Mike DiLeo

Landyn Blair

Kyle Mancuso

Cody Huesser

Mary Budd

Jeff Stone

Charlie & Deanna Kyser
TJ Stevens

Ruth & Bob Schultz
Izabella Reichert

Ashley Kinley-Craddock
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June Birthdays & Anniversaries

Matthew DuBois
Tami Kyser

2—  Makai Montgomery
2—  Jennie Troxell
3—  Heather Gibson
5—  Bethany Golle
5—  Michael Jones
6— Renee Conway
6— Rich Grossman
6—  Jay Hamel

6— Cindy Miller

6— Carol Withers
7—  Jason Houghton
7— Paula Carter

7—  Garry Purnell
7—  Kristina Rutter
8—  Collin Dechen
9—  Steven Spellman
10— Stephe Miller
12— Kelsey Rinear
12— Kali Dugan

13— Judy Brown

13— Kim Dechen
14— Eddie Yurick
15— Claudia Ruggeri
16— Dave & Denise Hosier
16— Barbara Jones
17— Matt Moore
17— Amy White

17— Jillian Platt

18— Angel & Nina Cosme
18— Kathy Reitz

18— Jean Speakman
19— Joe Jones Sr.
19—  Cheryl Platt

19— Wayne Strockbine
20— Sharon Eichel
20— Madison White
21— David Keegan Jr.
24— Jordan Weems
25— Kelly Haase

25— Justin Stone
25— Diane Wonsetler
27— Ryan DuBois
27— Ed Yurick

29— Skylar Cooper
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Shouting from the Mountain Tops

“Let the countryside and everything in it
celebrate! Give thanks to the Lord because
God is good! God's faithful love endures
forever! Say, “Save us God, our Savior!”|
Chronicles 16: 32-35

If you haven’t noticed, as we have come
out of the Lenten season and Easter season
in 2021, | have been in a mood to celebrate
and praise God! How about you? Do you
sense new and exciting connections with
the Creator of the Universe that you have
never felt before or perhaps haven’t felt in
a long time? Are you reading the Gospels?
Are you praying more often? | truly be-
lieve these holy weeks of Springtime offer
us such amazing renewal opportunities. As
people of faith it is time to celebrate our
God rather than allowing stuff to push
God into a convenient out-of-the-way file
drawer that opens only on occasion.

The photo is proof that | tilled the soil at
my daughter’s house! Actually | was
thrilled to run the rototiller through the
hard earth to help Colleen and Ryan create
a front lawn garden; a boy and his power
tool. We had to hack through roots and
even bought a hatchet to show the neigh-
bors that Ryan and | could qualify for any
quality lumberjack academy! The ground is
ready ... let the flowering begin.

Friends, these last all-too-many months
have challenged all of us and | am sure
most of us have experienced change be-
cause time always brings change. | pray and
hope that the changes in your lives have
been good ones and as | am emphasizing
here I truly hope that your eyes have wid-
ened in your vision of how much God
loves you, loves me, and loves every single
stranger across the world. Kurt Kaiser in
his great song of faith wrote, “/ wish for
you my friend, this happiness that ['ve
found, You can depend on God it matters
not where you're bound. Il shout it from
the mountaintop — PRAISE GOD! | want
the world to know ... the Lord of love has
come to me. | want to pass it on.”

Are you shouting from your mountain
top PRAISE GOD? After this Easter do
you want the world to know that Jesus
Christ, the Lord of Love, is part of your
life? Do you want to pass it on?

One of my favorite Christian days of cele-
bration is coming up on May 23rd, PENTE-
COST! This year, | am urging all of you to
order one of our “Pentecost” baseball caps.
It is red with a white P in the middle. One
size fits all. And take a picture of yourself,
your children, and your grandchildren
wearing them. We are going to show those
photos during our Pentecost worship ser-
vice. They only cost $15 each and the prof-
its will help fund our ministry to the world.

On Pentecost Sunday, | will be announcing
two new projects that will show the world
how much we love God and Jesus Christ!
At St. Paul’s we truly want to shout out,
PRAISE GODII HE IS RISEN!Il HE IS RISEN
INDEED!! JOY TO THE WORLD!! So | want
to urge you to get excited with me and our
leaders!! My sermon title for Pentecost is
PARTY ONIIl After worship, we will all be
picking up our chicken barbecue lunches/
dinners, but | want each of us, young and
old, to pick up the spirit of Pentecost and
mission!

As May begins, we are opening the doors
of St. Paul’s for more in-person worship!

But we have never stopped worshiping at St.

Paul’s! God’s technology has brought our
worship services into homes on almost eve-
ry continent in the world. However, every
day together we have proved a church like
ours is alive and succeeds when church is
happening every day of the week. Even
though worship occurs weekly within the
walls of our beautiful building on Sundays
and Wednesday mornings (weekly virtual
Holy Communion streamed live on Face-
book at 7 a.m.) it is how we show God’s
love to others that verifies that our church
is alive and well.

St. Paul’s staff members, volunteers and
leaders have worked so hard to ensure that
we have never stopped being known as a
church that is alive and well. God has pro-
vided each of us with an opportunity, be-
ginning with Ash Wednesday and all the
way through Holy Season with the prepa-
ration we need—just like Ryan and [ did
with the soil that needed clearing, dead
roots and rocks removed. Seeds planted ...
new blooming flowers carefully placed into
fertile soil to be watered and cared for. As
you read this newsletter the ground you
are on can be holy ground if you allow
God to use it. When you walk outside
your home or along the corridors of work
or down the aisles of the grocery store
you can be on holy ground if you allow
God and Christ to shine out from you.
God has done all God can do to prepare
the ground ... are you ready? Jesus Christ
is risen! Show the joy in knowing that
truth and in calling Jesus Lord and Savior!

Will you join me to PARTY ON with the
celebration of the Holy Spirit’s presence in
our life this Pentecost Sunday, either in
person or through our online streamed
worship service? Will you share photos of
yourself and family united as a church fam-
ily wearing red and having your Pentecost
cap on to show you are one with us? Will
you be ready and excited to take on the
new challenges that await this church called
St. Paul’s where ALL are welcome to wor-
ship. ... ALL are welcome to be members
... ALL who are hungry can come and be
fed ... ALL who need shelter and assis-
tance will be cared for ... ALL who are
broken will find a starting place to have
their lives repaired ... and ALL who are
missing out on God and Jesus Christ will
have amazing people ready to share their
stories of faith along with the joy God has
planted that is blooming and ruling the
day!

We are blessed to belong to St. Paul’s ei-

ther as members or friends. Get ready to
share your abilities, your time, and your

faith so that we can have a greater impact
than we have ever had beforel

You are always in my prayers!!l

Pastor Dave
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Happy Spring!

Upcoming Mission Projects
& Offerings

e May
¢ Our first Sunday offering
(May 2) will benefit United
Methodist Communities,
formerly United Methodist
Homes

¢ On the third Sunday
(May 16) the offering is for
Neighborhood Center
Summer Camp

United Methodist Communities has
been providing care to seniors for
over 100 years. Their values are
compassion, respect, stewardship and
service. They believe in the social
model of senior living, maximizing
each resident’s independence to the
fullest.

e June
¢ Qur first Sunday offering
(June 6) is Peace with Justice
Sunday

¢ Our third Sunday (June 20)
we will be supporting our St.
Paul’'s VBS

The United Methodist Church is
unwilling to turn a blind eye to
injustice. Because of the Peace with
Justice Sunday offering, the people
of The United Methodist Church
are able to make a difference
together by sowing seeds—and
yielding fruitl—of peace.

We remain a community of love for
all.

Ruth Schultz
OUTREACH

1000008

Make Sunday Speaal with Soup!

Next Soup Sale will be
Sunday, May 2nd

May’s soup is vegetable! You can
order online or by calling Mary Ann
Jones.

St Paul’s is selling soup as a
fundraiser on the first Sunday of
every month. All soups are prepared
by the Piston Diner.

Soup pick-up is on the first Sunday
of each month, 11:00 am — 1:00
p.m. in Hickman Hall.

Sold by the pint. $4.00 per pint or 2
pints for $7.00 Cash or check made
payable to St. Paul's UMC on day of
pick-up.

Blessings,

‘Mary Ann Jones
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Chicken BBQ Dinner

Rode’s Chicken! « Take out only
Sunday, May 23, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Advance Tickets: $12
GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY!!

A few tickets at the door,
but no guarantees: $13.

To be assured of your dinner,
please buy tickets in advance!

Held at St. Paul’s UMC
74 Church St.
West Deptford NJ 08086

Menu:
Rode’s Half-Chicken, Homemade
Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Corn,
Roll & Butter, Dessert

Tickets: Sharon Rutter
856-848-5021, shrutter2@gmail.com
Checks payable to: St. Paul’s UMC




Community Relations Team: A Busy May

May will be a remarkably busy
month for the Community Rela-
tions Team. Sunday, May 2nd is
Soup Sunday. This month the fea-
tured soup is vegetable. You can
place your order on - line at
www.stpaulsalive.org or by calling
Mary Ann at 856-205-7682. Pick
up at church between llam and Ipm.
$4.00 a pint or 2 for $7.00. Dead-
line to place your order is Wednes-
day, April 28th.

Sunday, May 23rd is Pentecost, the
birthday of the Christian Church.
We are selling red Pentecost hats,
one size fits all (adjustable) for
$15.00. Orders must be placed by
May 9th. PD has told us the Phila-
delphia Phillies will be wearing the
same Pentecost hats that afternoon
at Citizens Bank Park when they
play the Boston Red Sox.

May 23rd is also the date of our
first Chicken Barbeque. The chicken

is being prepared by Rode’s in
Swedesboro. For $12.00 you get a
half of a chicken, baked beans,
corn, homemade Cole slaw, roll &
butter, and desert. Dinners at the
door will be $13.00 but we cannot
guarantee we will not be sold out.
Best to buy your tickets in ad-
vance. Call Sharon Rutter at 856-
848-5021 or Mary Ann has tickets
for you to get at church on Sun-
day mornings. We are looking for
volunteers to help prepare & pack-
age the dinners for takeout. If you
can help, please call Sharon Rutter.

QOur sale of ShopRite cards contin-
ues. St. Paul’s earns 5% of your
purchase but you buy your gro-

~ ceries at face value. If you shop at

ShopRite, please do it with
ShopRite gift cards. Call Mary Ann
at 856-205-7682. She will deliver
them to your home. How conven-
ient is that?

June 6th is our next Sunday Soup
sale. Variety to be announced.

We have a lot to look forward to,
make your own cannoli kits, a sec-
ond chicken barbeque this fall, pies
for Thanksgiving, gift card pur-
chases for the Holidays and a trip
to Sight & Sound in 2022.

Thank you for your support. The
money raised by the team is used
to support the ministries of our
church.

Blessings,

The CRT

PD@930—Smile with PD Every Morning

| never thought I'd have such an at-
tachment to one specific time from
amongst the 1440 minutes of the day
but since March 17th of last year 930
has become special to me. It is the
time of the day when PD@930
shows up live on our FACEBOOK
page and of course on Sunday morn-
ings it is when worship begins.

When | streamed the first PD@930, |
sort of had a plan but that was on
March 16th. On March 17th | sang a
song at 9:30 and tried to be silly.
That day | received several emails, a
couple of text messages but it was
one phone call that struck home. The
caller almost pleaded when they said,
“Can you please be funny tomorrow
like you were today.”

That call launched PD@930 and | have
now streamed more than 350 seg-
ments of this 15-minute “comedy rou-
tine” with Scripture and prayer mixed
in. There have been moments when |
have wondered about its impact but
then I will get a message of thanks
from a church member or someone
out there in the world.

I must admit | really have come to
look forward to Fridays when | take
everyone into the kitchen with me and
| teach a recipe. And on Saturday
mornings | share “Saturday Morning
Funnies” almost like Mayor LaGuardia
did during World War 2, but instead
of comics | am reading jokes folks
have sent in. You can send me your
jokes at pdatstpauls @ gmail.com. | nev-

er knew there were so many pirate
jokes and have discovered Merry Mar-
tha jokes, plus this year people have
been sending William in the Elevator
jokes.

So if you want to track me down any

morning just tune in to our Facebook

page at 9:30 as | go live with

PD@930! Hopefully I will get you

laughing or at least smiling; the Scrip-

ture will bless you; and you will dis-
cover how much [ truly
do enjoy a good cup of
coffeel

Pastor Dave
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VBS

We are feeling really good about
our potential to have Vacation

Bible School in person August 8-12.

We continue to be careful, but as
more and more individuals are
vaccinated we are excited thinking
we will have kids in church in
August.

But that means we need volunteers
to teach the kids, sing with the
kids, do crafts with the kids, and
be role models for Christ with the
kids. The number of volunteers
we get may determine how many
children we will be able to allow to
come. So we're looking for your
commitment as early as possible.

Please think about it and let Elaine
Luoma know if you are willing to
give of your time for the kids.
Email stpaulsumcsundayschool
@gmail.com or call Elaine.

Elaine Luoma
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St. Paddy’s Day Un-Gala!

An UN-GALA is not the kind of
party you might be used to, but St.
Paul’s UN-GALA was an event
where friends gathered to party
online. We shared good times, ate
great food, and raised some money
for our work for God!

We are thankful to ISH, the owner
of the Piston Diner, whose gener-
osity, delicious food, and donations
were essential to making this fund
raiser for our missions and minis-
try successfull

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

L

EASTER FLOWERS were sold by the Guiding Lights class and
decorated the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday.



For the calendar for May-
June, visit stpaulsalive.org

EASTER SUNDAY was a joyful celebration of the
resurrection. We had three services to accom-
modate as many people as possible, plus online

streaming of the sunrise and 2:30 services.

Many thanks to the worship team that helped us
make Easter such a blessing to so many: Bev Betz,

Carla & Norm Branyan, Lori Brown, Kim Gibson, |

Denise & Molly Hosier, Gary Rutter, Charlie Taylor
and of course Music Director Glenda Steffee & PD.

Robert Schultz

Fitzer Family

We recently celebrated some big

=1 birthdays with a few faithful members

of our church.

In April Bob Platt had his 94th and
had a family gathering including a
whole bunch of great-grandchildren.

In March Ruth Schultz turned 920

| (and husband Bob turned 95). Her

family held a giant zoom meeting so
everyone could wish Ruth a happy
birthday.

In January Harriet Lawson celebrated
98 years on this earth. Please keep
Harriet in your prayers for health issues.
God bless you all!

Send photos of birthdays for our
90-and-over members
to ministry@stpaulsthorofare.com so
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Children's Ministry

WE LOVE OUR KIDS! Ellie Luoma played the piano for a worship service in

March, and Scarlett Hartnett played in May with proud teacher Ms. Glenda

looking on. If your child wants to showcase their talent singing or playing,
contact Worship Chair Carla Branyan or Music Director Glenda Steffee.

Sunday School Picnic June 6

— We are so looking forward to seeing all our kids and their families in person
*- at our Sunday School Picnic. It will be Sunday, June 6, from Il to 2 at Red
- Bank Battlefield. We will be able to be outside and keep enough distance

& between us to stay as safe as possible. Masks are required when not eating.

We have reserved the pavilion closest to the playground and will have games
and fun activities for the kids, plus lunch! The Sunday School will provide
pizza and snacks. Guests can bring their own beverages but we will have some
water and juice boxes for the kids.

Everything will be packaged to grab and go. Picnic tables will be available with
tablecloths in the pavilion, but we recommend bringing some extra chairs to
maintain distancing.

Elaine Luoma



Get Vaccinated and Come on Out to Church!

“For the Lord gives wisdom, from His
mouth come knowledge and understand-
ing!” Proverbs 2:6

On that day when the needle went into
my arm and | had dose number one of
the Pfizer vaccine running through my
veins | just wanted to jump for joy! |
couldn’t stop smiling behind my mask; |
was thrilled and relieved!”

And | was thanking God for the
knowledge and wisdom of those who de-
veloped the vaccines that are rescuing us
from the global pandemic that continues
to kill individuals who are not vaccinated.
| also was thankful to God that | knew
enough to get the vaccines, just as my
parents knew enough to make sure | was
vaccinated against polio and small pox.

As more of us become vaccinated the
reopening team will allow more individuals
back into church for in-person worship.
They are using their wisdom and love for
all not to rush our church family togeth-
er but to use discernment and care, espe-
cially knowing that everyone can worship
with us online.

Effective immediately, we will be allowing
45 individuals to worship in person every
Sunday during our 9:30 worship service
(25 individuals in the “overflow” section
and 20 individuals in the sanctuary.). Eve-
ryone MUST make reservations (ONLINE
through the website or call the church
office) and everyone will be ASSIGNED
seats that are socially distanced from one
another. We do not know who has been
vaccinated and who hasn’t so we are using
that wisdom God gives us again to show
love for all. Masks are required inside
church and we are asking everyone to not
rush and hug friends you haven’t seen by
maintaining a social distance in church

Parade of Palms

SIXTEEN cars with palm waving folks
shouting out love drove through
West Deptford in our PARADE OF
PALMS.

We didn’t let the weather put a damp-
er on this unique parade that kept us
socially distance from one another.
There was so much joy amongst the
drivers and passengers who represent-
ed all the age groups of the church.

We even stopped by at two of our
oldest members’ homes to deliver

them palms. Edie and Janet were
thrilled to see so many members of
the church bringing Palm Sunday to
them; it made the Parade of Palms
worth it!

What a wonderful way of remembering
Jesus’ entrance into the city and also

remembering that we need to go out

into the world
to showcase
God’s love

and not going into others’ personal
space.

Our afternoon WORSHIP in the BACK-
YARD will be returning to St. Paul’s
probably in late June with those services
beginning at 6 p.m. Last year we discov-
ered that St. Paul’s backyard’s line of
trees provide us with excellent space to
worship God with the convenience of
being next to the church. At our out-
door worship services we will be asking
individuals to sit in designated areas and
to wear masks between your cars and
finding your seating space. We will not
be assigning seats for the WORSHIP in
the BACKYARD but will create socially
distanced areas so that you can sit with
family/friends while not getting close to
others who might want to stay at a dis-
tance.

We are optimistic that the COVID num-
bers in New Jersey will continue to drop
over the next few months and that eve-
ryone will get their vaccinations. This
means we anticipate a regular Vacation
Bible School in August and more availa-
ble seats for Sunday worship in Septem-
ber.

As you know, any American age 16 and
older can now get vaccinated. New Jer-
sey sites have vaccinations available and
St. Paul’s will help you schedule your
vaccination and if you need transporta-
tion we will provide it.

When [ received shot number 2 | was
even happier than when | received that
first shot. And then Donna received
hers, and Colleen and Ryan and Megan.
Now our entire family can enjoy each
other up close and in person without a
mask while we are together. But when we
go shopping the masks are back because
we don’t want to infect anyone else who
has not yet scheduled their shots.

There are no excuses not to be vaccinat-
ed. God has blessed us with this means
of protecting ourselves and our families.
Thanks be to God!

Pastor Dave
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