One small step for the kids...one
giant leap for God’s Kingdom!

Blast off with the first Vacation
Bible School to land on Mars!

¢ St. Paul’s United Methodist Church

Awa:pli ghter

Our VBS will be IN PERSON
August 8-12, 2021, 6:30 p.m.

To Mars and Beyond will help kids
discover the wonders of God'’s

Phillies Game July 24th

It’s time to step up to the plate with
St. Paul’s!!

We are going to see the Phillies when
they play the Atlanta Braves on Satur-
day July 24th.

The game starts at 6:05 but we will be
enjoying a tailgate party in the lot
right across the street from Citizen’s
Bank Park beforehand. Hot dogs are
on us. Please feel free to bring a food
item to share.

We have tickets in the 200 level for

$40 each and we need your reserva-
tion now! Please see Mary Ann or call
her cell 856-905-7682.

This is a perfect game ... mid-summer
and a Phillies team that needs our
support! The main thing is having fun!

Sponsored by the CRT, the Commu-
nity Relations Team. Thank you all for
being part of the essential ministry of
our church!

Blessings,

The CRT

West Deptford, N

July-August 2021

universe. They’ll become Voyagers
on a journey through space,
exploring where God’s power can
take them. Beginning in an outpost
on Mars, they’ll lift off to distant
planets on special missions to
collect power sources. Along the
way, they’ll learn how God walked
with heroes of the Bible, and that
God is always with them, too.

Adding to the adventure will be
out-of-this-world fun, learning, and
timeless Bible stories that inspire
kids to give glory to God, who is
able to do far beyond all that we
could ask or imagine!

The theme verse is “Glory to God,
who is able to do far beyond all
that we could ask or imagine by his
power at work within us.”
—Ephesians 3:20, CEB

Join us beginning on Sunday
evening, August 8!

Elaine Luoma
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ALL Prayers:

For our country

For vaccine distribution

To end hate crimes

Logan S bone cancer treatment
very ill

Judy M fell in Cooper

Jean K fell many injuries in
Cooper Hospital

Frank P not doing well feeding
tube

Tom ] heart procedure

Fred W needs more chemo &
wife Debbie

Michael H health

Mike D health

Barbara (Dave) ] home from
hospital heart problems

Family & friends of Olive W
Family & friends of LeighAnn
age 32

Chris T testing for health issues
Family & friends of Harriet L
Brice P hospital FL with infection
ConchAta for protection
Dorothy chemo & radiation
Frank D cancer

Danielle colon cancer

Elderly woman who found son
dead

Family who has lost income
having to move

Rick cancer and wife Eileen

Jim brain cancer in rehab & wife
Fatima

Ethan T & family on loss of
family members

Aunt Ethel broken hip

Friend having PET scan for
cancer this week

Stephe M praise for procedure
& Gerry

Julian for Tia Jenny, neighbor
Tom & friend Tommy

John H outpatient surgery
Bonnie in ICU with unidentified
problem

Family & friends of Bev W,
former member of our church
John R having biopsy

Family & friends of Marie P
Family & friends of Jim A
Hope’s family brother & wife
killed in motorcycle accident
Dana’s co-worker lost son to
suicide

Family & friends of Aunt Theresa
Eileen praise healed from broken
bones

Rick surgery bladder tumors
awaiting results

Family & friends of our faithful
member Bob P

Rosie, Diane, Brenda, Jeff, Annette
loss of Bob

Glenda’s neighbor head pain from
tumors

Joey age 1 brain tumor had
surgery

Jake E carpal tunnel surgery
Wayne S auto accident not
injured but shook up

Lori, taking care of sister

Bishop Daniel A intubated with
covid

Jennifer immune disorders
Jeanette B pneumonia

Harriet L very weak

All who are traveling

Family & friends of Mark E
Carol Q in rehab

Jen in car accident still shaken
Erik hospital with possible bone
infection

Cameron H praise home doing
better

Megan A breast cancer

Sandy D sore knee

Every week: All those in need,
unspoken requests, all
servicemen/ women, our
nation and leaders.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Joyce N., Samm S., Hope T.,
Gerry M., Chris S., Janet B,,
Terry D., Helen R, Corey T.

Serving in the Military:

Daniel Domeraski, Rachel
Rachuba, Gabby Townsley, Ed
Schwebel, Joseph Bangle,
Kailey Roller, Jaime Dan
Solano, Brandon Howell, Chris
Yard, Shaina Serrano, James T.
Adams, Jr.; Donna Rachuba

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home
Residents:

Jean K., Bertie C.,

Ron & Eve C,, Betty C,;
Rosie P.; Edie M.
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July Birthdays
& Anniversaries

|- Linda Bryan
I— Dave Fish

I— Jacki Forte
I— Charlie Kyser
I—  Don Strock

I—  Bryan Weber
2— Susan Speakman

2— Peg Purnell
2— Carter Weber
%— Pat Haase

%~ Mary Ann Jones

3— Chris & Charlie Taylor
4— Joe Bryan

5—  Joel & Sally Ann Glicka
6— Avaleigh Vatseva

8— Austin Moore

9— Gloria Lee

10— Jaqueline Hassel

10— Sharon & Jacob Eichel
II— Bob & Marge Rowand
12— Elaine Luoma

14— Hope Hooley

15 — Hermine Morgan

17— Nina Broadwater-Cosme
17— Steve Cervantes
19— Jennifer Keegan

20— Sharon Rutter
20— Wayne Sierocinski
21 — Vicki Gibson

22— Jessica Bryan Sims
22— Erin Vatseva

23— Jaye Hamel

23— Grant Dechen

23— David & Leisa Keegan
24— Chris Bailey

25— Kate Black

25— Janice Grassia

25— Nicole Martz

26— Matt & Kim Dechen
26— Rich Gibson

27— Suzanne Fish Morris
27— Alyssa White

28— Logan Sierocinski

29— Jeffrey Matlack

30— Steven Gortowski
30— Courtney Seaton
31— Bev Betz

31— Dana Rowand Brown

August Birthdays

& Anniversaries
- Ken Betz

I—  Denise Brown

I—  Charles Haefele
|-  Cameron Kovack
2— Dave Hosier

2— Everett Vatsev
3— Bill Golle

3— Kaiden Grassia
%— Jessica Parks

23— Charlie Taylor
4— Bill & Elaine Blair
5—  Jane Felder

5— Harry Ladner Jr
7— Cameron Houghton
7— McKenzie Stevens
8— Jeannette Branson
8— Bernice Nolte

9— Jim & Cheri Clement
10— Barbara Hoffman
10— Scott Newmann
II— Matthew Taylor

13— Leia Eller

13— Tom Stevens

14— Joe & Linda Bryan

14— Fred Cochran

15— Mary Ellen Felder

16— Gerrie Lynn Dyal

16— Jennifer Kinley

16— DixielLee Leonardo

17— Barbara Browning

19— Leia Eller

19— Melissa Thomas

23— Brian Golle

24— Merrilee & William
Chapell

24— Austin Gittinger

25— Lauren & Jeff Jones

26— DixielLee & Jim Leonardo

27— Skeeter Heritage

29— Jack Keegan
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rollowing the path God has marted for us

And the Lord God declared, “This is
what [ required of them: Obey me so
that | may become your God and you
may become my people. Follow the
path [ mark out for you so that it may
go well with you.” Jeremiah 7: 22-24

And so we have stepped on the gas
pedal. speeding into summer vacations
and the gatherings of friends, family,
and strangers. It is almost as if the
Global Pandemic never happened unless,
like me, you lost friends and family
members.

Moving forward is always a good thing.
We can’t change our yesterdays, but
we can certainly mold our tomorrows.
Paul has taught us, “I forget about the
things behind me and reach out for the
things ahead of me. The goal | pursue is
the prize of God’s upward call in Christ
Jesus.”

We should learn from our past, and
perhaps one lesson we can learn from
the past is that our busy worlds may
have lessened our pursuit of God’s
upward call in Christ Jesus in those
pre-pandemic days.

| frequently state we are blessed to be
part of an amazing and loving church
where everyone is loved and welcomed.
Frankly and sadly, this is not true in all
too many churches. But as we look

MEN’S BREAKFAST in May, the last breakfast that Bob Platt was
able to join the men. He will be missed, but the breakfasts will go
on! All men are invited, the 1st Saturday of the month at Piston’s
and the 3rd Wednesday at the Country House. See Pastor Dave,
Gary Rutter or Dave Fish if you’d like to join us, or just show up!

ahead towards the next decade | have a
lingering question as to whether we are
going to end up with the same closed
doors as the former United Methodist
Churches in Billingsport, Verga, Weno-
nah, and other communities throughout
our nation. Are we approaching the day
when we only have 15 or less in worship,
which is the reality in several of our Unit-
ed Methodist Churches here in Glouces-
ter County?

| view Pentecost 2021 as our opportunity
for renewal as a church, and frankly the
energy of our worship services since that
red-capped day in May has been awe-
some! Our Sunday School picnic had lots
of kids and parents! We have stepped up
for the SKI family and we have mourned
together our loss of Bob and Harriet.
Our mission team is ready to hit the road
to Kentucky!

So what about YOU? Do you feel re-
newed in your faith? Are you going to
invite some children
to our Vacation Bi-
ble School this year?
Will you be posting
information about
VBS on your social
media as well as in-
vitations to our
worship services?
Or are you embar-
rassed to be associ-
ated with our
church? Are you
going to volunteer
to teach, lead, or
just be there for the
kids during VBS?
Volunteering at
church?

More importantly, with the pandemic in
our rear-view mirrors, are you ready to
make worship more important in your
life? We can, and we SHOULD be filling
our sanctuary on Sundays. If we just
look at our membership list there are
more than enough people to fill the
pews. People of faith who could be lift-
ing the roof with songs praising God.
Yes, we will never stop streaming wor-
ship, but to worship God in person ...
in church ... with your kids, grandchil-
dren ... are you ready for the days to
come to declare first to yourself and
then to the world that you are one of
God'’s people and that God is your
God? Worship is part of that process.

Summer traditionally in churches has
become the season to not go to church.
People somehow believe that they need
to vacation from church rather than find
their rest, peace, and renewal in church
while experiencing the love of God and
other believers. Can we make that part
of the history of the church and change
the future?

Are you willing to state what you be-
lieve in writing for our church and the
world? Many have already shared their
“Affirmations of Faith.” Some have been
long and some short. Some poetic and
others straightforward. But all were clear
reflections of faith. Perhaps it can be
your family project and each member
can write an Affirmation, or you can
just have an Affirmation of Faith from
your family. Please send yours to me at
pdatstpauls @ gmail.com.

Together, let’s join the path that God
has set for us. | believe that you, along
with the other people of St. Paul’s, have
the potential to do great things for the
Lord, to worship with love and intensity,
and that you can change the world for
Christ, beginning here at St. Paul’s.

| hope to see you soon!

Pastor Dave
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Thanks for your
support!

Thanks to your donations of money
and metal for recycling, we have a
Mission Team of six going to Red
Bird in July. This is a major outreach
mission and your donations have
been greatly appreciated. Red Bird
Missionary Conference in the
Appalachian Mountains of Kentucky
is one of the poorest areas in the
country. Our members will be helping
out the residents there from July lith
to 17th.

Upcoming Mission Projects
& Offerings

o July
0 Our first Sunday offering
(July 4) will benefit Native
American Awareness Sunday,
one of the UMC’s Six Special
Sundays.

¢ On the third Sunday
(July 18) the offering is for
Habitat Ramp Project, Pastor
Dave’s special mission project
of the summer.

e August
¢ Our first Sunday offering
(August 8) is Shared
Ministries, for the outreach of
the United Methodist Church.

¢ Our third Sunday (August
22) we will be supporting St.
John of God School for
Special Children.

We remain a community of love for
all.

Ruth Schultz

OUTREACH

HET KRRK
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PRAYING FOR LOGAN: As most of you know, Logan Sierocinski
has been diagnosed with bone cancer in his leg and has been going
through a lot. He and his family need all our prayers. A group of
members visited Donna and the girls and Tyler while Wayne was at the
hospital with Logan. We prayed over the family and their home.
Please pray for this faithful family.

R TR

s .

Lilies in Full Bloom!
Our ramp is in full blossom with these gorgeous lilies.



We’re OPEN! Many restrictions lifted
-~

“I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my
mouth!”

We began PHASE 4 of our reopen-
ing plan here at St. Paul’s in May,
and things are going so well that
we have already lifted many of the
restrictions on in-person worship.

We have recently removed many of
the “Do Not Sit Here” signs from
the pews in the Sanctuary. Howev-

i

er, we are maintaining some socially . -

distanced seating in the overflow
section for families and those that are
still concerned about distancing.

We still ask you to wear masks when
moving around in the church building,
but once you reach your seat you may
remove your mask. When there are
shepherds in church we may spot-
check temperatures, but you are free
to choose your own seat. We do rec-
ommend staying somewhat distanced
from others who are not in your im-
mediate family or social group.

St. Paul’s has never stopped worshiping
God and we have never stopped func-
tioning as a church. We worship with
people around the world and that’s the
purpose for Sunday services ... to wor-
ship God and Jesus Christ.

Our team will continue to monitor and
react to changes in the world beyond
our walls to ensure the safety of those
who worship with us at St. Paul’s and
use our building. Our actions have
kept our members safe for over a year

and we will continue to do our
best to keep everyone safe.

JAt the present time we are not
reinstating our Fellowship Hour.
We are asking that those who
wish to be physically close with
others do so in the parking lot
 and outside the building. We are
aware that many members, even
=== those who are vaccinated, are still
uncomfortable hugging or shak-
ing hands with others.

Celebrate God and Jesus Christ,
and be thankful that we are able
to “be church together” for the pur-
pose of the Kingdom of God!

Blessings,

St. Paul’s Reopening Team

Pastor Dave, Lori,
Kim, and Meghan

Blessings Abound for St. Paul’s Food Pantry

So much has been happening with
St. Paul's Food Pantry these past
few months.

to have received three grants this
year!

e The New Jersey Pandemic
Relief Fund awarded us
$25,000.

o The David Tepper Charitable
Trust Foundation awarded
us $10,000.

o  Wakefern's 2021 Partners in
Caring grant gave us $2,000.

These grants have enabled us to
purchase new refrigerators and
freezers for food storage, a
computer and tablet for doing
the intakes, canopies for food
distributions and food for
distributing to those in need.

=

- |

~ Weaalso received $250.00 from the
7‘?‘%25 West Deptford Woman's Club.

" In the coming months we are
. looking to purchase shelving for

food storage, signs for the pantry
and keeping the pantry stocked
with plenty of food.

If you know of someone in need of
food, please have them reach out to
me by calling the church phone at
856-845-6638 or email me at
stpaulswdfoodpantry @ gmail.com

Carol Strock
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A GREAT LOSS:

This year we celebrated milestone
birthdays for Bob Platt, 94, and
Harriet Lawson, 98. Sadly for our
church family, both of these faithful
members of St. Paul’s went home to
the Lord in the past month. Our
prayers are with both families.

o

JOIN

LI
nr

P
L ﬂ‘l N
A ARRJ

CHOIR!

First practice
Thurs., Sept. 16
7:00 p.m.

If you like to sing, join us!

Choir Director Glenda
Steffee would love to have
some new choir members.

Come
experience
her leadership!
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CRT Update - Save the Dates!!

The Community Relations Team has
been hard at work. Our Chicken
Barbeque was a huge success. Thank
you to those who helped and to
those who bought dinners. If you
missed out, no worries; our next
Chicken Barbeque is already
scheduled for Sunday, October 10th.

Saturday, July 24th we have planned a

trip to the Phillies game. Tickets
include a tailgate party before the
6:05 game vs. the Atlanta Braves,
seats are in the 200 level on the
third base side of the field so the
afternoon sun is not in our eyes.
Ticket price is $40. Come out and
cheer our team to victory. Call Mary
Ann Jones 856-205-7682 for tickets.

Pretzel Sundays are back, the third
Sunday of every month. 2 delicious
Philly pretzels for $l.

Soup Sales will be back the first
Sunday of August. Chicken rice will
be the featured soup, lovingly
prepared by the Piston Diner.
$4.00 per pint, 2 pints for $7.00.

Sunday, November 2Ist will be our
pancake breakfast, a great day to
invite your friends & family to
church and stay for a great all-you-
can-eat breakfast. More details as
we get closer to the date.

We are working on plans to help
you with your holiday shopping
and are also looking to plan a trip
to Lancaster, PA. “David” will be
playing at the Sight & Sound
Theater. We are certain that these
trips will be ones you won’t want
to miss!

Blessings,

Mary Ann Jones

RODE’S CHICKEN BBQ: We sold 425 chicken dinners on May 23 and
raised over $2,000! What a great day! Thanks so much to everyone that
purchased our delicious dinners. We appreciate your support so much!



There is work to be done! Why not volunteer?

“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, concerned citizens can
change the world. Indeed it is the only
thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead

Ok, | will say it again ... St. Paul’s is a
blessed church! We have an amazing
church family, and the leadership of
our church is fantastic! And since |
have been here they always have been
willing to embrace new ideas while
welcoming all people!

When you have people like we have
who do a great job leading, it is far too
easy to not step up to use your own
skills and abilities to lead. It is easy to
think that others will always get the
job done.

In June, we lost our electrician. Ok,
Bob Platt was much more than St.
Paul’s electrician. He was our patriarch,
he was our friend, he directed the traf-
fic during Holy Communion, and he
was our leader who always led the Of-
fertory Prayer. But Bob is in a better
place now.

St. Paul’s needs you! | almost posted
that old Word War [ poster asking for
volunteers, but chess is much more
strategic. Strategically, St.
Paul’s needs new and yes,
younger, leaders to step
up to help move us for-
ward as a church.

house in celebration of Pentecost.

Zack Beidle,
¥ age 10, has

K& already

- stepped up to
.. 1 " take on the

: _h-“( Offertory
Prayer. Zack does not know how to
shy away from doing things ... he
told his parents he wanted to step up
into his Pop’s role at church.

Several of our Leadership Teams have
open seats right now, and in Septem-
ber we will be looking to fill new
openings. As we vision where we can
go as a church, we need YOU to help
us, not just for a month or two but
for the next few years ... to LEAD!

| know we can build the labyrinth on
the church’s front lawn that will bring
people to our church while also
providing each of us a quiet place to
pray and think. The local Girl Scout
Troop is ready to partner with us, but
will you be a leader on that team?

Small group Bible studies are the per-
fect forums to grow your faith. Will
you volunteer to lead one at your
home or at church?

We need a strong marketing team to
let the world know our little secret
that at St. Paul's ALL are welcome to
worship ... ALL are welcome to share
in the Lord’s Table ... and on ALL the
days of the year we are caring for oth-
ers! Will you step up to get the word
out about our church?

Qur great Sunday School program and
Vacation Bible School program should
be morphing into a great youth pro-
gram. Will you be our YOUTH LEAD-
ER, willing to give your time and share
your ideas to keep teenagers associat-
ed with our church?

There is work to be done! There is a
future to securell We all have talents
and abilities ... Zack at age 10 is step-
ping up, and Bob at 94 was still giving
back. Age does not matter, just a
heart for God, Jesus, and this church.

Ask God what God wants you to do
.. if you listen then | know you will
be reaching out to your church with
an idea or to volunteer!

Pastor Dave

PENTECOST JOY: Famlhes and friends all wore thelr BRIGHT RED Pentecost hats as we
celebrated the birth of the church of Jesus Christ! Bernice N. had a “Pentecost P” at her
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Children's Ministry

SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC We had a great time with all our kids and their families in person at our Sunday
School Picnic at Red Bank Battlefield. We were outside and keep enough distance between us to stay as safe as
possible. Thanks, everyone, for a great Sunday School year, and looking forward to VBS!

8 July/August 2021 Lamplighter



Come to the Table

“He said, come to the table; come join

the sinners who have been redeemed.

Take your place beside the Savior. Sit
down and be set free.”

And the next lyrics in the Sidewalk
Prophets song, “Come to the Table,”
are simply that ... COME TO THE
TABLE.

Those of you who really know me have
discovered that Holy Communion is an
essential part of my faith walk. It is not
that | view it as an obligation, but ra-
ther an essential ongoing destination
that | need to experience in order to
be a better Christian. It is a place for
forgiveness, renewal, and yes, through
those simple elements, | can sense
God’s Holy Spirit in a way that re-
energizes my connection to the Holy.

Since June of last year, we have been
offering a service of “Virtual Commun-
ion” to the world through our Face-
book page every Wednesday morning
at 7 am. | am blessed to have received
so many messages from people around
the United States and the world who

. have told me that God has used those
simple moments to touch their spirits
and bless them. | know | am blessed in
those moments and so thankful for
Gary Rutter who is always there to
get the video stream working.

A few weeks ago, it seems that God’s
Holy Spirit was speaking to both Gary
and me, because when we arrived for
the Wednesday morning streamed ser-
vice of The Table we both had some-
thing to say to each other.

We both had felt a nudge or a call or a
message beyond ourselves to open the
doors of St. Paul’s every Wednesday
morning at 7 a.m. and to invite the
world to come into our beautiful sanc-
tuary for Holy Communion and prayer
in addition to streaming the service.

It is utterly amazing how God works

... how if we listen the Spirit speaks to
us ... and how God was smart enough
to reach out to both Gary and me just

in case one of us couldn’t figure out
the message. The message .... OPEN
UP YOUR DOORS and let the world
in!

Therefore, we will be opening the
doors to the world beginning on
Wednesday, July 2Ist— inviting each
of you, all our neighbors, and anyone
who feels the need to embrace God,
bow in prayer, ask for forgiveness,
and receive the blessing of Holy Com-
munion to come into St. Paul’s for our
7 a.m. service. We will continue to
stream the service as well.

Most of you are aware that there has
been some “noise” in the news about
Holy Communion recently, initiated
by men who want to decide who God
can bless through Holy Communion.
As United Methodists, we believe the
Table of the Lord is open to all who
believe and choose to come to the
table. We don’t require a membership
in our church nor in our denomina-
tion and | don’t have to personally

approve each person before sharing
Christ’s bread and cup.

Gary and | talked about The Table,
and it may be an opportunity for
those who have been disappointed
when the Table is limited to find a
new church home with us.

Acclaimed author and faith leader
Bishop NT Wright has written, “At
the heart of Galatians 2 is not an ab-
stract individualized salvation, but a
common meal. Paul does not want the
Galatians to wait until they have
agreed on all doctrinal arguments be-
fore they can sit down and eat togeth-
er. Not to eat together is already to
get the answer wrong. The whole
point of his argument is that all those
who belong to Christ belong at the
same table with one another.”

So let me invite you, your friends,
your neighbors, your co-workers,
your family members, and strangers
you and | meet on the street to join
our church in Holy Communion every
Wednesday morning at 7 a.m. and on
the first Sunday of each month during
our 9:30 worship service.

COME TO THE TABLE ... all who
belong to the Lord. Let’s eat together
and be blessed together!

Pastor Dave

o

Buy your gift cards

L &)
Wl

v

hrough St. Paul’s! A new project

from the CRT. Watch for more information.

For up to date calendar go to
http://stpaulsalive.org/calendar/
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