Sunday, April 10
Palm Sunday
Worship with Palms, 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, April 13
Holy Communion, 7 a.m.

Thursday, April 14
Holy Thursday
Communion Service, 7 p.m.

Friday, April 15
Good Friday
Leading Up to the Cross
Worship 11 a.m. St. Paul’s
Seven Last Words Service at
Jericho Baptist Church TBD
Tenebrae Service of Darkness
St. Paul’s, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 17
Easter
Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m.
Red Bank Battlefield
Easter Worship 9:30 & 11a.m.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
West Deptford, NJ
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Women’s Bible Study Resuming

Hello dear friends! | have an update
on our start date and new book. Our
Women’s Bible Study will start
meeting again on Wednesday, March
16. Meeting time is our usual 10:00-
11:30. Our meetings will take place in
the church sanctuary so that we can
space apart more comfortably.

Our new book is: “Praying Women”
by Sheila Walsh. “Sheila is a powerful
communicator, Bible teacher, and
bestselling author with more than five
million books sold.” Sheila is a co-host
on “The 700 Club” on TBN, “Women
of Faith” speaker and conference
leader, and singer. | have seen her in
person at Women of Faith a few
times. She also has several CDs, with
my favorite being that of her singing
“You Raise Me Up” (Josh Groban
sings it too). She is originally from
Scotland and currently lives in Dallas,
Texas with her husband and son.

The book is available on Amazon and
christianbookdistributors.com. It is a
little less expensive on Amazon but
not by much. [ will be glad to order a
copy for you if you like or you can
order your own copy, whatever works
best for you. I will order from
Amazon Smile and the cost is $12.00
per book. Our church gets a small
rebate if you name St. Paul’s as your
charity. If you'd like me to order your
book, please let me know. I will place
the order by Feb. 23. That should give
plenty of time for the books to arrive.

| read “Praying Women” last year and
it is an excellent book. “Prayer
changes you and it changes the world.
You may have tried before, but if
you're ready to start again in your
relationship with God, let Sheila Walsh

show you how to become a strong
praying woman.” We are already
“praying women” at St. Paul’s and
this book will help us even more in
our prayer life.

| hope you will join us again on our
next Women'’s Bible study. Please let
me know if you want me to order
your copy of “Praying Women” at
$12.00/book. I've missed you all and
| look forward to renewing our time
together again.

ALWAYS

LEARNING

P.S. Shannon Bream has a new book
being released in April, “Mothers
and Daughters of the Bible Speak”— |
have already pre-ordered my copy!
Maybe next fall we can do that book.
And it’s got a pretty pink cover this
timel

Thanks!

Patty Fish
SOUP SUNDAY

Ist Sunday of the month

Next Soup
Sunday:
Mar. 6

Order

online or
by calling &=
or seeing

Mary Ann £

Thanks to the PISTON Diner
for the delicious soup!
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ALL Prayers:

For our country

For everyone to get vaccinated
To end hate crimes

Logan S hospital more breaks in
foot

Cameron still needs healing
Kathie S & family chemo
treatment

Barbara J in hospital

Lillie little girl hospital & Jessie
& Margaret

Family & friends of Becky W
age 46 passed suddenly

Jackie W chemo & radiation

Ida & Jack O both health issues
For peace at Ukraine border
Gary R healing from hand
surgery

Maria, uncle passed
complications from colonoscopy
Aunt Debbie severe back pain
Lila celiac disease

Phil C, Lorraine and family
Arky 2-yr-old with rare cancer
Tyler S broken foot

S family decisions

All school kids

Belinda lost significant other

R & S families praise new baby
girl

Faye S heart surgery went well
Joann P care facility painful feet
John R heart cath

Carol R radiation for breast
cancer

Lynn home still needs prayer
Rosie praise 94th birthday
Roger & Dorothy S

Martina L breast biopsy

Walt B & David homeless friends
Nancy

Jen having infusions

Samantha T personal issues
Wayne S ear infection

Donna S arm hurt

Wes in ICU family saying
goodbye

Carol G has cancer and lost
husband and daughter

Terry D not feeling well

Pat D recovering from shoulder
surgery

Sally J health issues

Glenda praise new granddaughter
Belinda lost husband & inlaws to
covid

Steven fell & broke leg
Michael H praise for test results
Bella | age 10 brain tumor

— Joy W going to FL to help son w

health issues

Family & friends of Bob R &
daughter Michelle

Family that lost son to suicide
Family & friends of Mike ] &
George P both passed from covid
Don T health issues

Beth hosp 3 mo covid intubated
feeding tube

Hannah P needs more brain
surgery back in hosp

Donna L multiple health issues
lost mother

Dorothy R bone cancer hip
replacement

Tyler S in Erie PA dealing with
snow and work

Little boy having brain surgery
Tina scleroderma in hosp with
blood clots lungs

Marlena H pregnant has sepsis
Barbara A health issues

January Prayer Requests

Gail H covid

Aaron K health issues

Aida very sick with covid

Gail's son Blake has covid
Gerry’s granddaughter covid bad
Gerry’s friend’s sister covid bad
Kevin ] severe allergic reaction
Hannah P severe headache in hosp
& parents Joy & Bill

Sharon E might need lung biopsy

Every week: All those in need,
unspoken requests, all service
men/women, our nation and
leaders.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Mary B., Joyce N., Hope T,
Gerry M,, Chris S., Janet B.,
Terry D., Corey T., Ruth S.

Serving in the Military:

Caitlyn Um, Daniel Domeraski,
Kailey Roller, Gabby
Townsley, Dan Solano, Chris
Yard, Rachel Rachuba, Donna
Rachuba, Ed Schwebel,
Brandon Howell, Shaina
Serrano

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home
Residents:

Edie M., Ron & Eve C,
Rosie P., Mary B., Gloria L.
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March Birthdays
& Anniversaries
I—  Jennifer Ladner

I—  Brianna Shaw
I—  Patti White

2— Darrin Brown

2— Don & Kate Black
2— Amy Fish

3— Angela Houghton
3— Jim Clement

5—  Brian Miller

6— Terry Davis

6— Greyson Galka

8— Daniel Panetta

9—  Jack Spellman

9— Ireland Gittinger
II— Barbara Klinger

II— Lilly Melson

II— Ruth Schultz

12— Tyler Miller

12— Adalynn Vatsev
13— Demi Schanne

14— Harley Sierocinski
15— Molly Hosier

16— Madalyn Beidle
18— Jessica Jordan

18— Annissia Morrissey
19— Kevin Wonsetler
19— Austin Gittinger
21— Jason & Wendy Gittinger
24— Joshua Spellman
25— Banu Rembelinsky
25— Carla & Norm Branyan
26— Grant Dechen

27— Lindsey Huesser
28— Bev & Ken Betz
28— Michael Huebshman
30— Louise Heritage

30— Debbie Szovati
31— David Keegan

Avpril Birthdays
& Anniversaries

2— Dorothy Stockman
2— Declan Hartnett

3— Jennifer Bailey

3— Anthony Boyizigies
4— Joel Glicka

5—  Dorothy Golle

7— Zachary Beidle

7— Joe & Lynne Hoffman
8— Michael DiLeo

8— Nancy Palmer

10— Sally Ann Glicka
II— Derek Toppin
13— RJ Cooper

13— Joe Wonsetler
14— Trevor Toppin
18— Brittni Matlack
18— Ray Palmer

19— Joshua Panetta
21 — Jeff Hartnett

22— Valerie Lucci
22— Jacob Eichel
23— Janice & Ken Grassia

24— Rose Morgan
24— Marion Robbins
24— Selena Todd

25— Mike Spellman
26— Brianna Gismondi
26— Michelle Kinley
26— Cassandra Morgan
28— Jeff Platt

30— Ed Schwebel
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Return to God, to St. Paul's

“Just as He who called you is Holy,
so be Holy in all you doj for it is
written: “Be Holy, because | am
Holy.” 1 Peter 1: 15-16

As Peter begins his first letter in the
Bible these verses stand out! For most
of my life when the Lenten Season
begins, | have found myself reading
First Peter because this to me is one
of the most important segments of
our calendar year. It is the Holy
Season, when we are called to
recalibrate our lives and to actually
renew our faith, putting aside our
addiction to the world’s enticements.

Your life and mine get easily
entwined with “stuff,” and we get
overloaded and overschedule to the
point of weariness. The last two
seasons of COVID have pushed all
too many away from any desire to
connect with God. We only have to
look to our own church to
acknowledge that some individuals
and families may never find a reason
to attend church again, because their
world has taken over any connection
to the Holy.

We need to find God in our lives and
position ourselves to free up our
time for God time. Peter writes about
“rejoicing in the hope of our
salvation” and that we are guarded by
God through God’s faithfulness even
before we return to God by
accepting the Holy in our lives even
when we go through challenging
times.

So I am hoping that you are
considering your personal schedule
from the moment you are reading
this through Sunday April 17th, which
is Easter this year. Do you think that
God will appreciate your presence in
worship on Sundays? | would think

so. But more importantly, do you
sense the need to worship the Holy
with other people of faith on the one
day of the week our calendars set
aside for church? And do you think
it would be a good thing for your
children and friends to join you?

We offer Holy Communion every
Wednesday morning at 7 a.m. It is
streamed on our Facebook page, but
the church doors are open at 6:45 so
that you can participate in person.
Holy Wednesday as Easter approaches
... you and God in church in the
middle of the week... What a concept
that is!

Palm Sunday to me is always a day of
praising God by waving the palms and
imagining we are watching Jesus walk

by and smiling directly into our faces.
Hosanna! Hallelujah! Can you think of
a better place to be than in church on
Palm Sunday?

Now, Holy Week touches on all of
our emotions if we want to be
connected with God. Starts with that
parade into Jerusalem, but we are
then taken to the Passover, which we
celebrate with a Communion-focused
worship service on Maundy Thursday
evening at 7 p.m. The darkness of
Good Friday will be remembered this
year at St. Paul’s with a service
“Leading Up to the Cross” beginning
at 11 a.m. as the seven last words of
Jesus are commented on by

area clergy members. That evening
total darkness will be our reality with
our Tenebrae Service.

HE IS RISEN!I HE IS RISEN INDEED!!
will ring out across West Deptford
on Easter Sunday!!l We will join with
other churches at sunrise on the
grounds of the Red Bank Battlefield
before returning to St. Paul’s to
celebrate our Risen Savior with two
services, one at 9:30 and another at
11 a.m.

Peter writes in his second letter,
“You ought to live Holy and godly
lives.” It is time for each of us to
review our lives, to enter into the
Holy Season not focused on giving
up chocolate but instead focused on
getting closer to God and to Christ,
allowing the Holy Spirit to work in
our lives!

Make plans to join us in worship this
Holy Season! Invite your family and
friends to come with you, because
just like you and me, they need Jesus
Christ in their lives too! Do all you
can to live a “holy lifel”

Blessings,

Pastor Dave

Worship Service of
Ashes & Reflection

ASH

:' sday

Wednesday, March 2
12:00 noon
Online & In-Person
7:00 pm Community Worship
at Colonial Manor
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Happy Spring!

Upcoming Mission Projects
& Offerings

e March
¢ OQur first Sunday offering
(Mar. 6) will benefit One
Great Hour of Sharing.

¢ On the third Sunday
(Mar. 20) the offering is for
Red Bird Mission.

Red Bird Mission is an outreach
to one of the poorest, if not THE
poorest, counties in the country.
Our missionaries travel to
Kentucky one week each year to
help the community by doing
projects for the people.

o April
¢ Our first Sunday offering
(Apr. 3) will be supporting
our Shared Ministries.

¢ Our third Sunday (Apr. 17) is
our Easter Sunday Offering.

Shared Ministries are sent through
our Conference to support global
missions of the United Methodist
church such as the World Service
Fund, Black College Fund, Ministerial
Education Fund, and Africa
University.

Many thanks to all our church
family for your continued dedication

to our Mission Projects. We remain
a community of love for all.

Ruth Schultz

OUTR_EACH
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Chicken BBQ Dinner

Rode’s Chicken! e Take out only
Sunday, April 3, 11 a.m.—3 p.m.

Advance Tickets: $13
GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY!!

A few tickets at the door,
but no guarantees: $14.

To be assured of your dinner, please,
buy tickets in advance!

Held at St. Paul’s UMC
74 Church St.
West Deptford NJ 08086

Menu:
Rode’s Half-Chicken, Homemade
Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Corn,
Roll & Butter, Dessert

Tickets: Sharon Rutter
856-848-5021, shrutter2@gmail.com
Checks payable to: St. Paul’s UMC

' a ; o -~ ﬂ
THE POWER OF PRAYER: A group of members and friends gathered at
the home of Kathie S. in January to pray for her as she began chemo
treatments. St. Paul’s has a huge group of prayer warriors who pray daily
for our members and friends. To join our group and receive emails of
prayer needs, email the office at ministry @stpaulsthorofare.com and we
will add you to the list.



Staying Busy with the CRT

CRT Update

Thank you to all those who
purchased the Super Bowl
Strombolis. We sold 162 this year.
A big shout out to those who
picked them up at the bakery and
those who helped package them for
pickup. Next year we will mark the
foil bags to identify what’s inside.

Soup Sunday has been a successful
fund raiser for the church. Special
thanks to Ish at the Piston Diner
who prepares and donates the soup.
Sunday, March 6th is our next
Soup Sunday. The featured soup
is Chicken Noodle. You can place
your order online at
www.stpaulsalive.org or by calling
Mary Ann at 856-905-7682.

Pick up at church between 11 a.m.

and 1 p.m. $4.00 a pint or 2 for
$7.00. Deadline to place your order
is Thursday, March 3rd. If we haven’t
offered your favorite soup yet, let
Mary Ann know and she will see if
we can add it for a future sale.

Sunday, April 3rd is our first
Chicken Barbecue. Rode’s in
Swedesboro will again be preparing
the chicken. For $13.00 you get a
half of a chicken, baked beans, corn,
homemade coleslaw, roll & butter,
and desert. Dinners at the door will
be $14.00 but we cannot guarantee
we will not be sold out. Best to buy
your tickets in advance. Call Sharon
Rutter at 856-848-5021 or Mary Ann
has tickets for you to get at church
on Sunday mornings. We are looking
for volunteers to help prepare &
package the dinners for takeout. If

you can help, please call Sharon
Rutter. Mark your calendar. Tickets
will be available soon.

Qur sale of ShopRite cards
continues. St. Paul’s earns 5% of
your purchase but you buy your
groceries at face value. If you shop
at ShopRite, please do it with
ShopRite gift cards. Call Mary Ann
at 856-905-7682. She will deliver
them to your home. How
convenient is that?

Thank you for your support. The
money raised by the team is used
to support the ministries of our
church.

Blessings,

The CRT

We Thank Thee _ 3

For flowers that bloom about our feet;
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;
For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank thee!

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

Easter Flowers

Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with beautiful flowers! Each year the
Guiding Lights Class sponsors Easter flowers that you can purchase.
This year we will have a pickup date or you can leave them to decorate
the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday and pick them up afterward.

Lilies, tulips, daffodils, azaleas and hydrangeas are available in the
usual colors. Order forms are available on the church website or for
pickup at the church. All orders are due April 3.

Money is due by Palm Sunday, April 10.

St Paul’s is heading to
Red Bird this summer.

’Y a Unlted Methudlst Mlssmn in Beverly KY

Did you know that Jim & Cherie
Clement are still collecting all
types of metal as a fundraiser to
support this mission?

Check those dollar bills!

US currency marked J° or 'C’
(for Jesus Christ or Jim & Cherie)
is also part of our drive effort
to provide funding for the
upcoming Red Bird mission
trip this summer.

Thank you for your support
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Hey Everyonel!

Now, | am not about to suggest
that St. Paul’s starts a family feud
because after all, we are one of the
rare churches that shows absolute
and total love for anyone and eve-
ryone who comes through our
doors or asks us for assistance!

But as | approach the start of my
seventh year as your pastor | am
both curious and need to know
some answers as we more forward
to ensure that in the year 2035 St.
Paul’'s of West Deptford will still be
a vital church in ministry and mis-
sion for Jesus Christ.

So | am pretty much pleading with
each of you to answer these survey
questions either by e-mail to me at
pdatstpauls@gmail.com or by snail
mail to me at Pastor Dave Delaney,
69 Woodland Avenue, West Dept-
ford, NJ 08086. You notice [ am
using my home address rather than
the church’s because | want you to
know that your answers are just
between you and me.

Are you ready? Are you willing to
help? Here we go ...

. What kind of Bible Study
would you like to attend?
Please include the day of the
week and time of the day. This
is a repeat question because |
would love to offer another
Bible Study but so far [ have no

Survey Says ...

idea what would work best for
most people.

2. Do you think having an evening

church service in the middle of
the week (such as on a Tuesday
or Wednesday evening) would
bring people to church who do
not attend church regularly or
who have children with sports
on Sundays?

Do you have a FACEBOOK
page? If yes, do you watch any
church service of ours online?
If yes, have you liked St. Paul’s
Facebook page?

4. What social media do you

spend the most time on?

5. Do you share information

about St. Paul’s worship services
and activities on your social

media? If no, why don’t you?
As the COVID numbers lower,
do you think you will be invit-
ing any friend or family mem-
ber to come to church with
you some Sunday at St. Paul’s?
If we planned a trip to the Holy
Land do you think you might
go? Do you have friends who
might go? We are seriously
considering a trip in early 2023.
Finally .... Are you interested
in working on a mission pro-
ject? If yes, where? Gloucester
County; Camden; Southern
New Jersey; Atlantic City; Phila-
delphia; Delaware Valley; some-
where in the United States such
as Kentucky; or overseas??

Mouths
of the
Prophets

Lent in the
Hebrew Bible

Wednesdays
in Lent
at 1:30 AM

L l]- ]-]- (—-‘ 11 03.09 Haly Nativity (Wenonah)

& S tu d "““ 0316  Memorial Pres (Wenonah)

03.23 Mt Zion Wesley (Wenonah)
03.30  Holy Notivity (Wenonah)

Join us for a look at the season
of Lent through the Hebrew
prophets Micah & lsalah. Lunch
will be served.

Each study starts ot 11:30 AM

04.06 Mantua Methodist (Mantua)

PREPARE YE THE
WAY of the LORDII
| “For from Him and
/]| through Him and for
/4 Him are all things.
To Him be the glory

forever!”

‘ Yes, we have a
responsibility to do
what we can to create
' /heaven on earth and
to share the Light of
/ Christ. The Weno-
"I nah/Mantua/ West
Deptford church
1 ministerium is once
again offering a
weekly program of
study and lunch for
the Lenten Season
that can really bless
you! The series con-
cludes with a Good
Friday service at St.
Paul’s beginning at 11

with lunch following! a.m.
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MUSIC LEADERS:
Charlie Taylor, Carla Branyan, Molly Hosier,
and Rich Favretto help lead the music when the
choir doesn’t sing. Thank you, friends, for WELCOME BACK, CHOIR, after a hiatus during January
sharing your talent and making our worship due to high Covid numbers. If you like to sing, please join
us! Choir practice is every Thursday night at 7 p.m.

LEADERSHIP
TEAM met on
Zoom in January
because of the
] upward spiral of

= | the coronavirus.
: 1 These faithful
" | leaders make sure
A everything in the
church, from the
Altar to Worship,
runs smoothly.
This includes all
members of the
Church Council
plus the Finance
Committee.
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Children's Ministry

A

Falth

Do you have a child who is
at least in 7th grade & has
not been confirmed?

Pastor Dave is working to put
together a Confirmation Class this
year. We will partner with one
of our neighboring churches to
create a solid class of kids wanting
to learn more about faith and their
church.

See Pastor Dave ASAP.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGES
are back!

It is wonderful to have a
leader like Dave Fish keeping
our kids involved in church.
Other photos are from the
holiday season, when our
children were invited to fully
participate in all aspects of the
church.

. THANK YOU for
cleaning out your closets!
We almost filled a truck

* up with our used clothing
and household goods, and
the Sunday School will get
a nice check thanks to
you. Bargain Thrift Center
§ save us .20 per Ib of the

d list of materials.



It was on St. Patrick’s Day of 2020
that | sat down on the piano bench

in the Overflow section of our sanc-

tuary. | lifted the cover off of the
piano keys, turned on the FACE-
BOOK stream, and welcomed every-
one to another morning devotion.
But on that Tuesday morning at the
very start of COVID something was
going to be different.

| was going to sing! | sang the song
that lists the books of the Bible that
| learned as a child. | made a point
that if you sang this song that helps
memorize the books of the Bible
while you wash your hands then

you will have washed your hands for

the appropriate length of time to
keep COVID off of them. You do
remember when we were all con-
cerned with washing our hands,
right?

‘Little did | know how that morning
would change my everyday life. Al-
most immediately after the Face-
book stream finished my phone
buzzed with two text messages both
basically asking “can you be funny
again tomorrow?” | opened my e-
mail and there were messages from
others asking me to use our daily
online devotion as a place for me to
be funny. Before the day was out |
had a total of 7 messages pleading
CAN YOU BE FUNNY TOMOR-
ROW?

And so | have tried to be funny
every day of the week with
PD@930 on St. Paul’s Facebook
page. | remembered Robin Williams
saying that “comedy is acting out
optimism” and Maya Angelou
wrote, "Laugh as much as possible,
always laugh. It's the sweetest thing

Be Funny Tomorrow!

one can do for oneself and for
one's fellow human beings."

We are closely approaching 600
episodes of PD@930, and if you
have watched you know [ have cov-
ered amazing topics like National
Dog Biscuit Day, always doing my
best to provide a fact that you “can
use if you get on Jeopardy!” Fridays
have changed and become “In the
Kitchen with PD@930” where |
love sharing recipes that | enjoy
with viewers. And Saturday morn-
ing I just tell jokes that people have
sent to me. Almost 2000 individual
jokes so far! Send your jokes to me
at pdatstpauls @ gmail.com.

One truth that | have found
through this ministry is that it
blesses and helps me. By trying to

AT

p ] . - 1. ¥
N\ e ] D e Y

be funny or silly each day [ start
my day with a positive energy
that | sometimes need in my job.

When | have thought about re-
ducing the number of days for
PD@930 it always seems that |
get a message from someone
thanking me for making them
laugh and for having a better day.
And so | continue and hopefully |
made you laugh today when you
watched me on FACEBOOK.

| have a great painting of Jesus
laughing in my office. | have al-
ways thought that our Lord when
hanging out with His disciples
must have had one awesome
laugh!! Laughter, the sweetest
thing we can do for ourselves and
for others!

SUNDAY SCHOOL BAZAAR was a great success. Thanks for helping!!



