St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
West Deptford, NJ

plighter

May-June 2022

WANTED: Vacatlon Bible School Volunteers

Vacation Bible School will celebrate
“Christmas in July” with our kids,
from Sunday, July 24th through
Thursday, July 28th.

Pastor Dave thinks we can bring
100 kids to Jesus, and we will
certainly give it our best shot!

With that number of anticipated
children in attendance, that means
we need volunteers to prepare for
the kids, teach the kids, sing with
the kids, do crafts with the kids,
and be role models for Christ
with the kids.

We are actively looking for your
commitment to join our team of
volunteers as soon as possible.
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Please consider sharing your time
and skills to contribute to our les-
sons in Christ.

Father’s Day Hoagle Sale

Qur Red Bird Mission Team is
sponsoring a Hoagie Sale on
Father’s Day, June 19th, to support
the Red Bird Mission Trip. Please
order your hoagies in advance and

pick them up after church that day.

In addition, your metal and your
cans ... and your neighbors’ metal

and your neighbors’ cans ... can
help us raise money for the Red
Bird Mission Trip. Donate your
soda cans and heavy metal items to
the church. Call Jim Clement or the
church office for details.

The Red Bird Mission Trip will take
place Sunday July 10 through
Saturday July 16. We will be working
for God to help some of the
poorest people in Americal Anyone
can go, and it’s not too late to sign
up! If you are interested call Jim
Clement or see him in church.

Thanks!

Please reach out to either Elaine
Luoma or Mary Ann Jones and let
them know if you are willing to
give of your time for the kids.

Email stpaulsumcsundayschool@gm
ail.com or call Elaine or Mary Ann.

Thank you for your willingness to
join our team.

Sincerely,

Elaine Luoma

American
Red Cross
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St Paul’s will be hosting the Red Cross Blood
Drive on:

June 25th beginning at 8 a.m.

Our nation blood supply is fragile - there is a
significant need for blood donors! All blood
types are in high demand. Please consider do-
nating at this or any local drive.
Please contact the Red Cross at 800-RED-CROSS
or at www.redcross.org
to schedule your appointment today!




ALL Prayers:

Family of James O passed
unexpectedly, Kathi M in hosp,
Theo personal issues, Lil Q age
99 has shingles, Carla’s niece and
3 sons under age 12 lost 43-yr-
old husband/father, Jean’s
daughter knee collapsing,

Jason relapse in addiction,
Family & friends of George S,
Gail H back pain seeing specialist
Rich F recovering from chest
pains, Church Vision Team,

Red Bird Mission Team,

Ruth S recovering at home,
Sally ] new health issues,

Kelly health problems causing
emotional problems, Pat,

Family dealing with health &
personal issues, Glenda travel
mercies, Carol G cancer difficult
treatment, Dad that was in fire
Donna S sciatica, Tyler S
crutches may lose job, Bishop
Schol stressful time, Sue T
multiple surgeries in rehab, Eric
health issue, Terry D not feeling
well, Roger S simple cell lung
cancer & Dorothy, Family &
friends of Carol Q, Lawrence C
cancer spreading, Family &
friends of Ken S, Family &
friends of George H, Megan D
& transplant team, Don T some
good tests still needs prayer,
Elizabeth T stroke, Gail M
cancer, Kay M cancer, Nancy B
complications from surgery,

Len H oral cancer tests,

Barbara ] home from hospital,
Jennie’s co-worker pregnancy
concerns, Adrian & Joseph H,
Erin & Tom S covid, Family &
friends of Susan M who passed
suddenly leaving school age
children, Ted & wife Dawn still
having problems, Aunt Jay lung
cancer chemo, Dixielee eye
injections, Our acolyte program,
Dillon’s aide’s mother pacemaker,
Family & friends of Aunt Bertie,
Kathy bronchitis possibly
pneumonia, All dealing with
cancer, All with mental health
challenges, People of Ukraine,
Sandra R hosp with fever oxygen

All our staff & volunteers for
Holy Week, Gloria upcoming
cataract surgery, Kristy
recovering from complicated
surgery, Renae oral surgery,
Elliot child with pneumonia in
CHOP, Nancy lost son
motorcycle accident, Chris T for
relief from pain, Jack attempted
suicide, Family & friends of Leigh
K, Barbara K lost husband,

Mike ] valve replacement surgery,
Jean S’s daughter wrist & ankle
need healing, Joann P for good
test results, Bill Mc home from
hospital, Kristy surgery,
Dorothy M hospital infection &
complications, Barbara T second
surgery, David & Walt homeless
friends, Family & friends of
Alberta, Roger S lung biopsy,
Carolyn M eye surgery,

Jeannie & Sammy travel mercies,
Family & friends of David O,

A family challenged with health
issues, Jennifer challenges,

Rick bladder cancer & Eileen,
Bill M health issues,

Mark age 30s & family had
stroke Dixielee back pain,
Barbara health issues,

Audrey chemo for breast cancer,
Aunt Debbie back surgery,
Brenda D aggressive cancer &
Dan, CRT & chicken BBQ,
Alana age 13 ACL reconstruction,
Ski’s niece & husband travel
mercies lost mother, Vikki G
cancer, Patty F tendinitis foot,
Abigail age 14 recov from back
surgery, Lynn K medical
procedure

Every week: All those in need,
unspoken requests, all service men/
women, our nation and leaders.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Mary B., Joyce N., Hope T.,
Gerry M., Chris S., Janet B., Terry
D., Corey T., Ruth S.

Serving in the Military:

Caitlyn Um, Daniel Domeraski,
Kailey Roller, Gabby Townsley,
Dan Solano, Chris Yard, Rachel
Rachuba, Donna Rachuba, Ed
Schwebel, Brandon Howell, Shaina
Serrano

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home
Residents:

Edie M., Ron & Eve C,,
P., Mary B., Gloria L.

Rosie
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May Birthdays
& Anniversaries

I—  Danielle & Frank Ferrara
I—  Lauren Jones

2—  Gary Rutter

2 — Tyler Sierocinski

3~  Blaine Zirbser

4—  Cheryl DiVento

5—  George Tait

6—  Elaine Blair

6—  Erin & Emil Vatsev
6—  Jackson White

7— Ron & Eve Cervantes
7— Ann Hamel

7— Dan Taylor

9 - David Delaney

10— Fred & Judy Cochran
10— Sandy & Dick Wagner
10— Bryan White

11— Billy Blair

ll— Jason Miller

12— Connor Huesser
12— Ed & Linda Ruple
15 — Carol May

16— Jennifer Blair Sattler
17— Don Davis

18— Majorie Rowand
18— Rob Rowand

20— Rita Thomas

20— Abigail Furey

20— Nicole Lisa

20 — Vicki Cusack

21 — Christopher Bailey
22— Sandi & Mike DiLeo
23— Makenzie Previtali
24— Jim Doerrmann
24— Ed Donisi

24— Linda Ruple

24 - Denise Hosier
25— Mike DiLeo

26— Landyn Blair

26— Kyle Mancuso
26 - Cody Huesser
27— Mary Budd

June Birthdays
& Anniversaries

2— Makai Montgomery
2— Jennie Troxell
3— Heather Gibson
5— Bethany Golle
5—  Michael Jones
6— Renee Conway
6— Rich Grossman
6— Jay Hamel

6— Cindy Miller
6— Carol Withers
7 - Jason Houghton
7— Paula Carter

7— Garry Purnell

7 - Kiristina Rutter
8— Collin Dechen
9—  Steven Spellman
10— Stephen Miller
12— Kelsey Rinear
12 - Kali Dugan

13— Judy Brown

13— Kim Dechen
14— Eddie Yurick

15 — Claudia Ruggeri

16— Dave & Denise Hosier
16— Barbara Jones

17— Matt Moore

17— Amy White

17— Jillian Platt

18— Angel & Nina Cosme
18— Kathy Reitz

18— Jean Speakman

19— Joe Jones Sr.

19— Cheryl Platt

19— Wayne Strockbine

20 — Sharon Eichel
20— Madison White
21— David Keegan Jr.
24— Jordan Weems

27— Jeff Stone 25— Kelly Haase

28— Charlie & Deanna Kyser 25— Justin Stone

28— ) Stevens 25— Diane Wonsetler

29— Ruth & Bob Schultz .

30— lzabella Reichert 27— Ryan D}]BOIS

30— Ashley Seaton 27— Ed Yurick

30- Ashley Kinley-Craddock 29— Skylar Cooper

31— Matthew DuBois YA PP

31— Tami Kyser : ’,If{)ﬁ/ ,
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Eodls Love s Comstamt

| was about to write that 31 is my one
constant reality every year. Yes, you
have heard me mention 3l in sermons
and in casual conversations ... my
age. Thirty-one years that | will be
celebrating again on the day after
Mother’s Day. Thirty-one years of life
... well it’s close to 3l and 31 makes
me feel good.

But as | went to write this article for
our newsletter, yes | was going to
talk about my birthday. | was going
to mention that saying | am 3l is my
one constant—I realized that | was
wrong ... in this season of Easter |
was about to slip and almost forget
on this sunny afternoon that my one
constant is God’s love for me and
Jesus Christ’s saving grace that has
me full of joy each day.

Perhaps it was the Holy Spirit that
stopped my fingers on the keyboard
from leaving that vacancy from my
message.

It is easy to forget about God and
Jesus Christ, and frankly all too often
to ignore the Holy Spirit’s nudging,
isn’t it? As we move forward from
the Holy Season of Lent and from the
special worship moments from Holy
Week and from the celebrations of
Easter, | wonder how many of us put
Jesus aside until the next holiday?

The people of the church called St.
Paul’s of West Deptford cannot
afford to put Jesus away in a box or
create some cute image of our Savior
to bring out on occasion. We had
more families coming to receive food
from us as April ended ... there are
more people who have never heard
that God loves them and they view
Jesus as representative of political
divide in our nation rather than as
the unifier of ALL people ... on my
daughter’s birthday | spent time with

“Little Bobby” as he watched his dad,
“Big Bobby” breathe his last
moments, and when | asked if either
had a pastor or a church all | got was
a shrug of sadness.

So | am going to ask each of you as
an individual right now to seriously
think about the last time you shared a
message of faith with a friend or a
stranger. It might have been inviting
someone to church or you bought
the person behind you their coffee at
Wawa. When was the last time you
put your life on pause to connect
with Jesus by reading from the
Gospels or putting on some music of
praise?

One of the books on my kitchen
table right now is called ‘Breathe;
Creating Space for God in a Hectic
Life.” I highly recommend it. | have
been locked in on one “Breathing
Exercise” from the book which tells
readers to “sit quietly for a few
minutes, taking slow deep breaths
until you feel yourself settling down.
Where are you, spiritually speaking?
Where do you want to go? Where do
you sense God calling you?” | have to

admit sometimes when | have read
that, the phone buzzes or the cat
comes by, but the next challenge is
to write a single step that may bring
the reader closer to a “Sabbath
Simplicity lifestyle.” And then you
are to pray.

The lifestyle that the author suggests
is one where you push the world
aside and focus in on God. You
might have remembered that was my
suggestion for Lent, but it is now
my recommendation for your life
and mine.

We need each of you to willingly
volunteer to share 5-20 hours a year
doing something for God through
St. Paul’s. It might be a simple task,
or perhaps you are gifted in a special
way that can ensure that the
ministries of St. Paul are actively
engaged now and in the year 2035
(when I will be turning 3l years old
by the way) and beyond.

We need activists for Christ! We
need to show the community we
have a loving and welcoming church
where God is worshiped passionately!
A church where any member of the
community will always be welcome
to worship with us or just to share
their story! We need to be a church
always engaged in missional causes so
that those on the outside can see
that having Christ on the inside is
about loving God and loving others.

As for those of you who will be
wishing me a Happy 3lst birthday, in
advance let me say thank you and
ask that your gift to me be to find
those hours to help our church stay
strong and vital.

Blessings,

Pastor Dave
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Summer Is Coming!

Upcoming Mission Projects
& Offerings

e May
0 Our first Sunday offering
(May 1) will benefit United
Methodist Communities,
formerly United Methodist
Homes.

¢ On the third Sunday
(May 15) the offering is for
Neighborhood Center
Summer Camp.

United Methodist Communities has
been providing care to seniors for
over 100 years. Their values are
compassion, respect, stewardship and
service. They believe in the social
model of senior living, maximizing
each resident’s independence to the
fullest.

e June
0 OQur first Sunday offering
(June 5) is Peace with Justice
Sunday.

¢ Our third Sunday (June 19)
we will be supporting our St.
Paul’s VBS.

The United Methodist Church is
unwilling to turn a blind eye to
injustice. Because of the Peace with
Justice Sunday offering, the people
of The United Methodist Church
are able to make a difference
together by sowing seeds—and
yielding fruitl—of peace.

Don’t forget to support these special

offerings each Ist and 3rd Sunday of
the month.

OUTREACH

The Moravian Star
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As some of you know, the
Christmas Moravian star that
shines so brightly in our sanctuary
every Christmas Eve burnt
through and broke after almost
50 years.

Carla and Norm took a day trip
out to Lititz, Pennsylvania to the
Moravian store to shop for a new

star. There were so many choices !

The history of the Moravian star:
"The Star Itself symbolizes Jesus
Christ, who was born to be the
light of the world. The many
points reach out to every part of
the world. Moravians as a
predominantly mission oriented
group relate to this focus."

After some discussion, it was
decided that we would purchase a
larger star to adorn our Sanctuary.
Here we have our NEW 30-inch
Moravian star that will shine
brightly this Christmas.

Thank you,.
Carla Branyan
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BEAUTIFICATION EFFORTS OF OUR LO
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CAL BROWNIE TROOP

Nora and Emily Barger with their dad Jon planting flowers in the
front yard of our church. The Barger girls are members of WD
Brownie Troop # 61468 which meets in Hickman Hall. This troop
project was a thank you to our church. The Barger girls are members
of the Platt family. Thank you girls!



St. Paul's Cares about the People of the World

Last Holy Season none
of us could have ever =
dreamed that the good =
people of the Ukraine
would have their world =
destroyed less than 12
months later. Good
people with everyday
lives have been killed
and brutalized by Rus-
sian invaders who are
trying to destroy this
democratic nation.
Churches have been :
specifically targeted for destructlon
as have hospitals and areas where
children and women and senior citi-
zens have gathered together.

And every good person in the world
has asked ... “What can we do?”

Thanks to a young woman who |
confirmed and then officiated at her
wedding, we have been connected

with ‘211 Help Ukraine,’
= which is providing

- medical supplies, cloth-
. ing, radios, power

u packs, and basic sup-

- en, and teenagers who
. are now fighting as
&' members of the

Guard. Last year they
worked in grocery
stores, they taught
school, they peacefully
drove down beautiful streets to go
shopping and visit friends, and lived
life. Now they are trying to survive.

We have already sent $2000 thanks
to amazing gifts from our church
family to the Ukrainian National
Guard, and here is a photo of a box
of medical supplies like we have pur-

chased being opened out in the field.

You and your friends can continue
to help us help UKRAINE. Send
checks made out to St. Paul's UMC
but designated “Ukraine” or visit our
website and click the donate button
and the “Special” category to make a
donation using your credit card or
Pay Pal.

| cannot imagine the horror ... I am
sickened by the war crimes being
inflicted on people like you and me. |
have met a couple of the United
Methodist pastors from the Ukraine
and am friends with the former Bish-
op for our denomination in that
country. | do not know where those
men are today or if the Russians
have killed them.

If you can give ... please give.

Pastor Dave

Awesome Bible Study

Our Women'’s Bible Study,
led by Patty Fish, completed
the book “Praying Women”
by Sheila Walsh in April.
The ladies were all thrilled
with the study, and with
our leader. They presented
Patty with a gift card to
thank her for a year of
great Bible studies.

We averaged over 20
ladies per class and enjoyed
spirited and spiritual
discussions about the
power of prayer and how
each one of us prays.

Watch for information
about a Fall study for

Family Promise
returns May 15-21

A Family Promise

. Help is needed
providing meals,
gift cards, and
other items. Watch
for a link to sign up
online.

Please sign up to help
with this important
ministry!

women.
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Updates Across the Church

Sunday School / CRT

Our Annual St. Paul’s Sunday
School Spring Picnic will be held on
Sunday, June 5th at Red Bank Bat-
tlefield Park. The entire congrega-
tion is invited to attend. Sunday
School will be providing hamburg-
ers and hotdogs. We are asking
that those who attend please bring
a covered dish to share. We will
have a sign up sheet for all families
to use in choosing which type of
dish/recipe to bring to allow for a
wide variety of items at our cele-
bration.

Soup Sunday has been a successful
fund raiser for the church. Special
thanks to Ish at the Piston Diner
who prepares and donates the
soup. Sunday, May Ist is our next

Soup Sunday. The featured soup
is Vegetarian Vegetable. You can
place your order online at
www.stpaulsalive.org or by calling
Mary Ann at 856-205-7682.

Pick up at church between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. $4.00 a pint or 2 for
$7.00. If we haven’t offered your
favorite soup yet, let Mary Ann
know and she will see if we can add
it for a future sale.

We are planning a trip to a Phillies
Baseball game, however we have
not selected a date for the outing
We will keep you posted for a pos-
sible August 2022 home game for
a fun outing and tailgate party in
Philly.

Our sale of ShopRite cards
continues. St. Paul’s earns 5% of
your purchase while you buy your

groceries at full face value. If you
shop at ShopRite, please do it with
ShopRite gift cards. Call Mary Ann
at 856-205-7682. She will deliver
them to your home. How
convenient is that?

Thank you for your support. The
money raised by the Community
Relations Team is used to support
the ministries of our church.

Blessings,

Mary Ann Jones

'CHILDREN’S

& All-Church
Family Picnic
Sunday, June 5

Picnic: 11 a.m. at
Red Bank Battlefield

Parents and all church members
and families are invited.
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ACOLYTES RETURN
TO ST. PAUL’S

Cailyn Houghton,
served as our acolyte
for Palm Sunday.

Cailyn's mother,
Angela, is our new
acolyte coordinator.
We are excited to
renew the acolyte
program for worship
services. Angela will
be working with the
Sunday School
children who are
interested in partici-
pating.

Thank you, Cailyn,
for a great job on
Palm Sunday.




PARADE OF PALMS:
On Palm Sunday,

our children paraded
through the church
shouting “Hosanna!”

Then Pastor Dave led

a parade of cars to visit
our shut-ins and deliver
palms.

Hosanna in the highest!

CHICKEN BBQ
SUCCESS

We had a successful
chicken BBQ

fund raiser on

April 3!

We sold all 400
dinners and a team
of volunteers
stepped up to
make it run
smoothly.

We have a fun time
working together.

Thanks to everyone
that helped!
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hildren's Mnistry

SUNDAY SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT
We have had lots of children in church enjoying children’s messages by Dave Fish. Palm
Sunday and the Easter Egg Hunt were especially well attended!
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I Am a Witness!

There is that question ... Cailyn have all said, “YES, | want
CAN | GET A WITNESS? Caﬂ | ge‘t a to tell my story!”

So how about you? We have our
“I BELIEVE” moment in worship
covered for May and June, but we
need July, August, September, Oc-

I wonder how often God is g ‘
looking down from above ' A" )
I : v
Where are those who live e | N B
‘T; 1) w 1| into 2023. Are you ready to tell
\I : / \I / l% \the world how much God loves

and declaring ... where are |
the voices who ‘get it?’ A o -
# I “‘ o8 ~ tober, November, December, and
their lives sharing what they \ Lr \ \ p* ]
believe? : i \
another and another. | am so you and that you believe?
That question was raised a few thrilled that so many church mem-

Let me know ... I'd love to hear

months ago to me by an individu- bers have stepped up to say to me I
. . . P . your story!
al who worships with us online. | that “Yes, | have a witness to
was asked directly whether it was share!” Pat, Dave, Terry, and Pastor Dave

possible to on occasion have
someone from the St. Paul’s
church family stand up before
the world and share their tes-
timony. You see, St. Paul’s is &
no longer a mere small church

on Church Street whose wor-
ship is contained inside our
building. St. Paul’s continues |
to reach literally all corners of
the world every time we have
.a worship service.

And so we have started get-
ting a witness and then

Order online or by calling/seeing

Mary Ann Jones. MEN’S BREAKFAST MEETS & EATS
Thanks to the PISTON Diner The men of St. Paul’s are enjoying time back out at local
for the delicious soup dining sharing fun, food & fellowship.

each month!
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