The

mplighter

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church

West Deptford, N

July-August
2022

Merry Christmas...in July!
We are so excited about
this year’s VBS, July 24-

28, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

We will be celebrating
“He’s the reason, no mat-
ter the season.” This will
be a week of fun, adven-
ture, worship and Bible
lessons. Travel back in
time with us to discover
the events surrounding
the birth of Jesus.

The children will learn:
# God wants us to be patient.
x God wants us to be obedient.

R e

*  God wants us to trust him.
God wants us to rejoice.
God wants us to give.

You can register your chil-

% dren online at: https://

forms.gle/tLyk5zguFixfb]JnQ8

= or go to the website and click
_ on the link in the VBS article

= on the NEWS page.

So get ready for the kids to
celebrate by journeying with
Mary and Joseph to the man-
~ ger as we celebrate Christmas
— in July!

Sincerely,

Elaine Luoma

It’s time to step up to the plate
with St. Paul’s! Join us for a Phillies
game on Saturday, August 27th
versus the Pittsburgh Pirates.

The game starts at 6:05 but we will
be enjoying a tailgate party in the

. lot right across
Ml the street from
i Citizens Bank Park

dogs are on us.
P®5 Please feel free to
» bring a food item

8 We have tickets in
4 the 300 level for

“ need your

“ reservation now!
Please see Mary Ann or call her cell
856-905-7682.

This is a perfect game ...late
summer and the Phillies team is
doing great! The main thing is
having fun!

Sponsored by the CRT, the
Community Relations Team. Thank
you all for being part of the
essential ministry of our church!

e

—— ——

are Barb Hoffman and Bernice Nolte.
We're lucky to have such faithful ladies
sharing the love of God!




ALL Prayers:

For our country

For the Ukrainian people
For peace

Logan S PT praise for good
news

Kathie S praise good test
results

Cameron still needs prayer
F family daughter/
granddaughter age 2
drowned

Family & friends of Sally ]
who will be missed at St.
Paul’s

Family & friends of Gary H.
Jeanette B has covid
Barbara ] hospital recurring
health issues

Sue T Manorcare

Family of Bernard |

Lora V covid & strep

Kyle K breathing issues from
covid

Adam G voice impacted by
covid

Michael & Suzanne family
challenges

Tyler S praise doing better
Donna S health problems
Family & friends of Dennis
Person with addiction &
family

Joyce praise for new great-
granddaughters prayers for

leg

Megan D needs kidney donor

Paul S needs prayer

Jayesh personal concerns &
justice

Dixielee L injection in back
Terry D cancer on ankle
Marge R eye infection
Young man with mental
health challenges

NC Annual Conference
clergy & laity

Jerry aggressive lymphoma
Elize age 2-1/2 leukemia &
Downs Syndrome & family
Kim P health challenges

Phil’s family

Sandy D leg problems

Hester D hospice & daughter
Char & Brad mental health
issues

Edie M doesn’t recognize
family

Kendra serious heart cond
Wayne S ear infection

Mary S praise tumor shrinking
Ted G pray for no fever
Family & friends of Dawn M
Penny B surgery

Gloria L cataract surgery
praise went well

Family & friends of Nancy C
Bernice N lost sister

Marty bone infection knee
Lil Q praise great-great-
grandmother

Family & friends of Charles P
Jim & Cherie C lost brother
Hope T in ICU health issues
Virginia B on hospice

Nick serious problems

Aunt Edith health problems &
dtr Lynn

Bill D good test results keep
praying

Cliff ICU internal bleeding
from fall

Sue R hosp colon cancer
Ruth S health

Jen auto accident praise not
hurt

Harry H hosp cong heart
failure

Gary H pancreatic cancer
May Prayer Requests

Rick chemo bladder cancer
Friend’s mother stroke
Victims & families of those
killed & injured in Texas
school shooting

Nathan age 12 leukemia
Annual Conference, Bishop,
and all attending

Lynn C hospital

Damien C ill with cancer

Pat long surgery for aneurysm
Jean’s daughter’s friend tumor
Paul S shingles worried about
eye

Louis lost mom

Janet at home after scare
Brian hosp with covid very ill
Alysha & twin daughters
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July Birthdays
& Anniversaries

I—  Dave Fish

I— Charlie Kyser

I—  Don Strock

2 - Susan Speakman

2— Peg Purnell

2— Carter Weber

3— Pat Haase

%— Mary Ann Jones

3~ Chris & Charlie Taylor
6— Avaleigh Vatseva

9— Gloria Lee

10— Sharon & Jacob Eichel
II— Bob & Marge Rowand
12— Elaine Luoma

14— Hope Hooley

15—~ Hermine Morgan

15— Peggy Pagano

20— Sharon Rutter

20— Wayne Sierocinski
21— Vikki Gibson

22— Erin Vatseva

23— Jaye Hamel

23— Grant Dechen

23— David & Leisa Keegan
24— Chris Bailey

25— Kate Black

25— Janice Grassia

25— Nicole Martz

26— Matt & Kim Dechen

26— Rich Gibson

28— John Pagano
28— Logan Sierocinski
31— Bev Betz

August Birthdays
& Anniversaries

|- Ken Betz
Charles Haefele
Cameron Kovack

2— Dave Hosier

2— Everett Vatsev

3— Kaiden Grassia

23— Charlie Taylor

4— Bill & Elaine Blair

5—  Jane Felder

7— Cameron Houghton

8— Jeannette Branson

8— Bernice Nolte

9 — Jim & Cheri Clement

10— Barbara Hoffman

13— Leia Eller

15— Mary Ellen Felder

16— Gerrie Lynn Dyal

16— DixielLee Leonardo

19— Melissa Thomas

24— Merrilee & William
Chapell

24— Austin Gittinger

26— DixielLee & Jim
Leonardo

28 — Pat Drosnes
29— Jack Keegan

Pray Always: All those in
need, unspoken requests, all
service men/women, our
nation and leaders.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Mary B., Joyce N., Hope T.,
Gerry M,, Chris S, Janet B.,
Terry D., Corey T., Ruth S.

Serving in the Military:
Caitlyn Um, Daniel Domeraski,

Kailey Roller, Gabby
Townsley, Dan Solano, Chris
Yard, Rachel Rachuba, Donna
Rachuba, Ed Schwebel,
Brandon Howell, Shaina
Serrano

Shut-Ins & Nursing Home
Residents:

Edie M., Ron & Eve C,
Rosie P., Mary B., Gloria L.
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Preserving and [Protecting ot Paul’s

“All of the people around us they say:
can they be that close? Just let me
state for the record, we're giving love
in a family dose! WE ARE FAMILY ...
Get up everybody and sing!”

The lyrics of Sister Sledge’s popular

song struck me today because today is

the day that | spent my last moments
with Sally Jordan shortly before she
went home to the Lord. The photo
you see below is from my last visit
with Sally just a few days before she
was gone ... we laughed, smiled, and
talked about our church family ... ST
PAUL’s! A remarkable, magical, God-
loving, and welcoming place where
what happens every day contradicts
the message of the world!

Sally Jordan meant the world to me. |
can easily and truthfully state [ loved
her. Donna loved her! And Megan
who created that piece of art for her
earlier in June absolutely loved her.
But isn’t it so wonderful that those of
us at St. Paul’s can so easily admit that
we love each other; yes, | know it is
important to say we share a love of
God and Jesus Christ but friends ...
we love each other in a good family
way.

And so [ want to stress the
importance of all of us making a
commitment to preserve and protect
the reality of St. Paul’s that we each

experience. We must continue to be a
church known for welcoming ALL of
God’s people with equal lovel We
must continue to happily encourage
visitors to become members and new
members to become leaders no
matter who they are or where they
come from. Our reputation continues
to grow as an amazing church where
joy is to be found in worship. It is
founded on the truth that we actually
take Jesus seriously when He said we
are to love God and also love ALL of
our neighbors with all of our hearts,
souls, and minds!l! St. Paul’s does not
divide people, which sadly some
churches and church leaders attempt
to do; we unite people in joy!

On Pentecost, which also was the date
we baptized beautiful little Lucy, we
had a number of guests. The family of
Lucy has told me that almost every
single one of their friends and family
members have commented on the joy
in worship and welcoming spirit of St.
Paul’s that they had never ever
experienced from a church. It’s sad
that they haven’t experienced it, but
what a tribute to our FAMILY!l We
know how to put out the welcome
mat and wave our visitors right in the
door, and we hope they’ll come back
for more of usl!

The one woman telling me with tears
of joy that if we were located within
45 miles of her home she would
come to worship with me will be a

moment | will never forget! To see
those visitors responding to my call
of Pentecost by waving the red
banners along with all of you ... so
speciall

And family ... that leads me to our
family project. In the times we live in
... in the realities of the world ... as
we mourn the loss of the beautiful
Sally Jordan ... you and | need to do
all that we can to bring in new
members and to grow our family!
We need to ask ... where are the
young adults who used to attend
church? Which of our neighbors
could use a dose of FAMILY where
love is shared, care given in times of
trouble, and a faith in the loving
God of creation celebrated?

Who are you going to invite to
church? Who needs to come to
church? Who has been missing from
church who you know, and you talk
to, and you could invite to come
back?

Pastors have unique “jobs” and one
reality that | have shared before is
how easy it is to love a group of
people who are a congregation. But
love has different levels and my love
for all of you is straight from the
depths of my heart ... the love my
family has for all of you is deep and
real. | am blessed to be able to say |
am part of this church and as |
mourn and celebrate Sally, | thank
God that she will always be part of
my life.

WE ARE FAMILY .... GET UP
EVERYBODY and SINGI!

Blessings,
Pastor Dave
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Thanks for your
support!

Thanks to your donations of money
and metal for recycling, we have a
Mission Team of 12 going to Red Bird
in July. This is a major outreach
mission and your donations have
been greatly appreciated. Red Bird
Missionary Conference in the
Appalachian Mountains of Kentucky
is one of the poorest areas in the
country. Our members will be helping
out the residents there from July 10th
to 16th.

Upcoming Mission Projects
& Offerings

o July
¢ OQur first Sunday offering
(July 3) will benefit Native
American Awareness Sunday,
one of the UMC’s Six Special
Sundays.

¢ On the third Sunday
(July 17) the offering is for
Ukraine?1l, Pastor Dave’s
special mission project to help
the Ukraine with medical &
other supplies.

e August
¢ Qur first Sunday offering
(Aug 7) is Shared Ministries,
for the outreach of the United
Methodist Church.

¢ Our third Sunday (June 19)
we will be supporting St. John
of God School for Special
Children.

Thank you all for your faithful

support of our mission projects. We
remain a community of love for all.

OUTREACH

0 00008

Pull up a Chalr &t Get Comfy'

Well, many of @E‘;‘W
you have been v
asking and it is
time we confirm .
that Sunday
Evening services ;
will be back
beginning on
Sunday evening
July 17th at 6:30
p.m.!

One of the positive things we
learned during the season of COVID
was that St. Paul’s backyard is an
awesome place to worship God. In
the late afternoon our backyard is
shaded, we hear birds singing, and
there are none of the parking issues
associated with the Battlefield in
National Park. In addition, the
Canada geese have not yet found
our church.

On July 17th we will celebrate our
RED BIRD MISSION TEAM, so we
are asking everyone to wear a RED
BIRD MISSION T-Shirt, which can

P8 be purchased
v through our
| websitel

- On July 24th,
we are going to

kick off their
Christmas in July

=55 week of fun. Plus
we are hoping that their parents will
want to join us in worship!

I am hoping that we will have some
special music this summer out in the
backyard and that we will finish the
season with a backyard barbecue!

So whether you attend our 2:30
services or if you are unable to come
to church in the morning but are
free in the evening, we hope that
you will join us to worship God with
great joy out in the backyard!

Thank you,.
Pastor Dave
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PIANO
DONATION:

Music Director
Glenda Steffee
donated a new
electronic piano
to St. Paul’s and
serenaded us with
some beautiful music.

The new piano
looks like the
previous one but has
a much better sound.
And the pedals work!

Thanks, Glendal!



Be a Member of Our Team!

“Two are better than one; because '
they have a good reward for their

labor.” Ecclesiastes 4:9

Our Red Bird Mission Team is
heading down to Clay County
Kentucky on July 10th to help
total strangers. We are going to
work on someone’s home so that
they can have a better life in the
coming months and years. The
truth is, we don’t know what their life
circumstances are and truthfully as
God’s mission workers we are not
called to judge but to show love and
to help those who are hurting get bet-
ter.

I am so proud of the hard work that
Jim and Cherie Clement have done to
pull together this year’s mission trip.
But it takes a team to make things
come together—each person who is
going to Kentucky, each business that
has donated money to support the
team’s work, the Red Bird Mission
folks whose work throughout the year
identifies families in need so that
churches like St. Paul’s can help repair
lives, all in the name of Jesus Christ.

| want St. Paul’s to celebrate our mis-

sion work and our mission team on
Sunday July 17th! The first way that
you can celebrate our team and also
contribute to our mission work is by
purchasing a RED BIRD MISSION T-
Shirt ($15 for adults, $12 for children,
and $17 for XXL) and wearing your
shirt to church on the 17th (depending
on the date of your order, you might
have to slip the shirt over your head
on the 17th) at either our 9:30 morn-
ing service or at the Backyard Worship
Service at 6:30pm. Just like Pentecost
when our entire congregation showed
unity in spirit and mission, the wearing
of the shirts would make a statement
that we are all part of the team!!

The second way you can celebrate our
Mission Team is by thinking and pray-
ing about what kind of mission God is

calling you for. Perhaps you will
be sharing a week of your time
next year in Kentucky, because
believe me, there is work for
anyone with any skill or ability.
Or maybe God is calling you

. towards another mission that St.
Paul’s can become involved with.
We are each part of the team ...
we are each better when working
with others than we are alone!

Finally, one of the benefits of wearing
our t-shirts is that the shirts tell the
story that St. Paul’s not only worships
God but takes what we believe into the
world. | believe that churches that are
engaged in mission work are churches
that grow! Churches that value caring
for people beyond their church walls
are churches that get noticed by those
who might not have a church home.
Wearing a shirt that not only looks
good, but also has St. Paul’s name on
it, might give you the chance to tell
the story!

| hope you are ready this summer to
be an activist for God by being an
active member of the St. Paul’s team!

Pastor Dave

REMEMBER HER WELL:

St. Paul's has just lost one of our
cornerstones ... Sally Jordan has
gone home to the Lord. We ask
that you remain in prayer for Sally's
extended family and for our church
family! We are so glad that she was
able to attend our recent Sunday
School picnic to showcase her
beautiful smile!

The church family of St. Paul's

has been so blessed to have a

woman like Sally Jordan as our
friend for so many decades. God's
new angel is one awesome woman!
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“When Pentecost Day arrived, they
were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound from heaven like
the howling of a fierce wind filled the
entire house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to
be individual flames of fire alighting
on each one of them. They were all
filled with the Holy Spirit!”

| am sure that you remember
Pentecost Sunday at St. Paul’s because
it was so incrediblelll So much joy and
energy in church! An incredible level
of love and the Holy Spirit was at work
through the baptism of Lucy and the
children of the church leading our
service.

One thing that was special again were
the number of individuals wearing
‘Pentecost caps’ in addition to wearing
the red colors of Pentecost.

What is remarkable is that our major
league baseball team that plays in

Celebrating Pentecost

Philadelphia also have chosen to usually
wear red ‘Pentecost caps’ during their
baseball games! And those amazing
Phillies have turned their season
around since Pentecost.

So [ think it is only right that our
church family heads over to Citizen’s
Bank Park to cheer and wave and make
a lot of noise for the Phillies. And, we

have the perfect date for you and your
family to join us ... Saturday August
27th ... HAVE AN EVENING with
YOUR CHURCH FAMILYll

WEe'll have an amazing FREE tailgate
before the game, so you don’t have
to buy food inside the stadium! The
tickets are going to move fast since
the team is going to be challenging at
the very least for a wildcard playoff
spot!l The game even has a 6:05 start
so everyone can be home early to get
ready for church on Sunday.

So are you in? You coming to the
game? Bringing some friends and family
too!l We have some great seats in the
300 level and your cost is only $40!
The church will benefit too from your
ticket purchase so make plans to be
with your church friends ... as we take
St. Paul’s out to the old ball game to
close out the month of August!

“Pastor Dave

SOUP SUNDAY

Ist Sunday of the month

No Soup in July
Next Soup Sunday: Aug. 7
Flavor: Cream of Mushroom

Order online or by calling or
seeing Mary Ann Jones.

Thanks to Ish & the PISTON
Diner for the delicious soup!

CHOIR APPRECIATION SUNDAY was in May, and our choir honored
us with a selection of their favorite songs from the past year.
Many thanks to Music Director Glenda Steffee for leading the choir.
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WORSHIP LEADERS: We had two special speakers on Mother’s Day,
Molly Hosier and Carla Branyan, who spoke about their mothers and their
faith. They are also both summer soloists for our Ministry of Music. Molly
blessed us with “Run to the Father” on Father’s Day and Carla sang “Peace,
Peace | Leave Unto You” in May.

ACOLYTES ARE BACK!

We are very happy to again have
acolytes assisting in worship.
Thanks to Angela Houghton for
taking over as coordinator! Also
thanks to Cailyn Houghton for
serving as acolyte on the first week
& Maddie Beidle, pictured above.

WEAR RED FOR PENTECOST: Many members wore red and waved the
red banners provided by PD. It was an exciting worship service led by our
children as we also celebrated Children’s Day & a baptism.

=

SPECIAL MUSIC
MINISTRY:

Ellie Luoma was our
guest performer for
our Ministry of Music
in June.

Ellie played

"It is Well With My
Soul" as her
featured solo.

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Meeting at Piston iner
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Children's Ministry

o 4 -
t‘:t/. g

A SPECIAL DAY: Sunday, June 5 was not only Pentecost, but it was also Children’s Day.
Qur kids sang for us and led the worship service and then the Sunday School hosted the
whole church for a picnic at Red Bank Battlefield. A good time was had by alll
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Back in May, Dave Fish gave our
kids a children’s message based on
John 17:22-23:

“I have given them the glory that
you gave me, that they may be one
as we are one— | in them and you
in me—so that they may be
brought to complete unity. Then
the world will know that you sent
me and have loved them even as
you have loved me.”

For his message, Dave Fish gave
each of the children a piece of a
puzzle. His message was that the
puzzle teaches a lesson. Each child
had a piece, but a single piece isn’t
much. You couldn’t see the picture
from one piece. You have to put

them together.

Our church is like a puzzle, and
each child and each adult is a piece.
When you put them all together,
when we all work together, the
world sees God’s love in us.

Honoring Someone Special to Our Kids

Each piece, each person, is
important, because if you're
missing a piece, the picture is
incomplete.

By the time Sunday School was
over that Sunday, the kids had
completed the puzzle. What was in
the puzzle? FISH, of course!

Pastor Dave looked at that puzzle
each week and finally took it
away. And on June 19 he
presented the framed puzzle to the
church in honor of Dave Fish and
his Children’s Messages.

It hangs in the Sanctuary on the
right side and will have a plaque
dedicating it to Dave and his years
of faithful love for our children.

Top photo: Pastor Dave with Dave
Fish, Maddie, Harry and Obadiah
on the unveiling of the "Fish
Puzzle." Bottom photo: Dave Fish
with the puzzle.

FIELD TRIP! Our Women's
Bible study went to Ocean
City Tabernacle to see and
hear Sheila Walsh (center),
author of the book "Praying -
Women," a book they
studied this past spring.
What a wonderful time of
worship and fellowship!

J TABERNACLE |
Frir Conciars
Sumcary ar

Sheila was very gracious to
everyone there and signed
books and had a few photos
with our ladies. Our
"official photographer”
Gary Rutter was there and
took lots of pictures. The
ladies all went to Iunch
together after the service.
Thanks to Patty Fish for

organizing!
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