
Rally Day September 11th 

We are excited to announce that 
Rev. Dave Bailey will be with us on 
September 18 as we celebrate Ranch 
Sunday! Rev. Bailey is a dynamic 
speaker and will bring us a message 
about Ranch Hope. So yee-haw! 
Wear your cowboy hats and jeans 
to church and learn about the 
Ranch! 

Our second offering will go toward 
the ministries of Ranch Hope. 

About Ranch Hope 
Ranch Hope is a faith based 
community where all voices are 
heard, all lives are transformed, and 
all efforts are appreciated and 
celebrated! 

Ranch Hope was founded in 1962 by 
the Rev. and Mrs. David L. Bailey. 
While Rev. Bailey was in the 
pastorate, he gave a speech to a 
local service organization entitled, 
“Youth in Trouble.” After the 
meeting, a member of the 
organization challenged Rev. Bailey 
to do something about the 
problems he had outlined in his 

Ranch Sunday Is Back! Sept. 18 

Calling all Sunday School students! 
  

We’ll be back in session on     
Sunday, September 11th. We’ll start 

at 9:30 a.m. during the worship 
service by welcoming kids         

age 4 through 8th grade with a       
Children’s Message by Dave Fish. 

Pastor Dave will be praying, asking 
the Lord to be with you through 

the school year. Then our first 
Sunday School class for the fall will 

be at 10:45 a.m. 
 

Join us as we learn and 
grow together! 

 

Save the Date: Pumpkin Party will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 28 

 

Sincerely,  
 

Elaine Luoma 

talk. The seed was planted to back 
up his concern for pre-delinquent 
teenagers with action. 

When Rev. Bailey’s “dream” was 
made known to the public, an 
insurance man from Bridgeton, NJ, 
made the first contribution ($20) 
to begin the work. It was this gift 
that launched Ranch Hope. With 
the assistance of  a local dairy 
farmer, Rev. Bailey was able to 
purchase a 100-acre farm in 
Alloway, NJ. Rev. and Mrs. Bailey 
and their two children moved to 
the old farmhouse on the property 
to begin work. 

Ranch Hope now serves over 90 
young men and women. 

Children’s Day, the last day of Sunday School, June 6, 2022  

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
West Deptford, NJ 

September/October 
2022 



Jacqueline & H family on passing 
of Mr. H 
Deena D health issues from MS 
Bill S back fusion surgery & wife 
Donna 
Usha travel mercies 
Nitza spine surgery 
Margie B cancer 
Barbara J sciatica and breathing 
probs 
S family still recovering from 
covid 
Donna S still sick from covid 
Dave lung cancer and wife Birgit 
Bruce vascular surgery 
Jeff decisions 
Nancy J father ill in FL 
Larry W hip replacement 
Drew difficulties 
Jackie G sore neck 
Rev Bill D liver cancer 
Ricky meningitis 
Pat D back surgery problems 
Donna fell surgery for clot in 
brain 
F family lost father 
Ann M moving to assisted living 
Merrilee & Mary Ann helping 
Terry 
Someone having medical test 
Larry C surgery to repair knee 
replacement 
Myra & Herb lost Myra’s beloved 
sister unexpectedly 
Dixielee L injection for back pain 
Joe J numbness in face 
Joe’s sister tumors 
Alysha worried about daughter 
Edie M problems of aging 
Dorothy A health problems 
Those suffering from the heat 
S family all sick on vacation 
 

Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all service men/
women, our nation and leaders. 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Mary B., Joyce N., Hope T., 
Gerry M., Chris S., Janet B., Terry 
D., Corey T., Ruth S. 
 
Serving in the Military: 
Caitlyn Um, Daniel Domeraski, 
Kailey Roller, Gabby Townsley, 
Dan Solano, Chris Yard, Rachel 
Rachuba, Donna Rachuba, Ed 
Schwebel, Brandon Howell, Shaina 
Serrano 
 
Shut-Ins & Nursing Home      
Residents: 
Edie M., Ron & Eve C., Rosie P., 
Mary B., Gloria L. 
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September Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 
 

1– Jacqueline Clement 
2– Colin Grassia 
5– Cathy Hurff 
9– Doris DuBois 
9– Margaret Gogolin 
11– Alice Kern 
11– Ellie Luoma 
12– Mario DiVento 
12– Samm Smith    
 Domeraski 
13– Bill Blair 
13– Christian White 
14– Rebecca Gibson Eller 
14– Danielle Ferrara 
14– Tommy Gittinger 
18– Ginny & Rich Gibson 
19– Sandy Daws 
19– Kathie & Mike 
 Spellman 
20– Dana & Steve Kovack 
21– Casey Kovack 
21– Amanda Strock Kaiser 
22– Jason Gittinger 
22– Mary Ann & Larry 
 Jones 
24– Diane Favretto 
27– Michelle Black Hand 
28– Don Black 
28– Olivia Ferrara 
28– Sandy & Jack Spellman 
30– Cailyn Houghton  

ALL Prayers:  
For our country 
For the Ukrainian people 
For peace 
Logan S upcoming surgery 
Cameron always needs prayer & 
family 
Linda vertigo 
Lynn K hosp had surgery 
Sue T serious health issues & 
mourning loss of son 
Kim still in ICU liver disease 
Karen S hosp health 
Jesse severe food allergies 
Gerry & Steve & family 
Barbara K fell banged up 
Ryan L hosp undiagnosed 
problem 
Patrick’s concerns 
Family & friends of Kevin A 
Family & friends of Roger S 
Jason, a teacher, and his class 
Matt & Lauren V lost pregnancy 
Jack T heart & family 
Marie & Otto health issues 
Joe hosp very large kidney stone 
Hazel rehab broken femur & 
husband with dementia 
James brain tumor 
Donna cancer 
Genie hosp 
Family & friends of Hal F 
Nancy J lost father 
Betty C hosp 
Sharon H lost mother 
Family & friends of Ginny 
Claire not feeling well 
Our Sunday School needs 
teachers 
Gloria L trouble eating 
Lil Q age 99 still active 
Ruth S can’t get strength back 
Phil, his mom Lorraine, Uncle 
Seve, Aunt Jackie, and mom’s 
boyfriend Joe 
Kathie S not feeling well 
Tannis V infection heart valve 
surgery postponed 
Joyce M hosp multiple serious 
health issues 
Vikki G worried about mom in 
hosp 
Terry D not doing well 
Hailee young girl diagnosed with 
RA 
Heidi home but still health issues 

October Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 
 

1– Ron Cervantes 
1– Michelle & Kevin 
 Wright 
4– Merrilee Chappell 
4– Ashley Dugan 
5– Sandi DiLeo 
5– Nancy Huebshman 
7 – Angela & Jason 
 Houghton 
7– Rich & Gerrie Dyal 
8– Victor Ferrara 
11– Aubrey McLaughlin 
11– Bob Rowand 
11– Scott Weems 
12– Leisa Keegan 
13 – Brooklyn Gittinger 
13– Anthony Panetta 
14– Chris McGee 
14– Lillian Quillin 
15– Janet Brown 
17– Jacqueline Gullifer 
17– Ann & Jay Hamel 
17 – Elliemae Rutter 
17– William Rutter 
20– Mary Sierocinski 
21– Cindy Fifis 
22– Dana Kovack 
24– Donna & Wayne 
 Sierocinski 
25– Rori Beidle 
27– Rich & Diane Favretto 
28– Betty Chipman 
28– Debbie Richman 
28– Cheri Clement 
29– Sharon & Gary Rutter 
29– Hillary Toppin 
30– Joe Bryan Jr. 
31– Jack Heritage 

Staff 
Editor: Trista C Jones 

Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier  
 

Regular Contributors:  
Pastor Dave, Mary Ann Jones, 
Elaine Luoma, Patty Fish, Carol 

Strock 
 

Production: Trista C Jones 
 

The Lamplighter is published bi-
monthly, in Jan., March, May, July, 
Sept. & Nov. Deadline is the 15th of 
the month preceding publication. 

For more info contact Trista C 
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“These words that I am commanding    
you today must always be on your 

minds. Recite them to your children. Talk 
about them when you are siƫng around 

your house and when you are out and 
about, when you are lying down and 

when you are geƫng up.”                 
Deuteronomy 6: 6,7 

 

Dear Friends and Family of St. Paul’s, 
 

The calendar conƟnues turning page-
by-page and frankly it seems to be 
moving with more rapidity than ever 
before. The Summer of 2022 has 
quickly introduced us to Autumn, with 
September being the month when 
church families around the naƟon 
reorganize and the vacaƟons many 
have taken from worshiping God with 
regularity come to an end with RALLY 
DAYS! 
 

Here at St. Paul’s, RALLY DAY 
represents a return of our awesome 
Sunday School program! We will again 
be blessed by the wide array of 
musical songs of praise that our choir 
sings in worship! I know that Elaine 
and Glenda are both excited knowing 
their programs are coming back, but 
both are also looking for more people 
to share in the joy! 
 

Have you sensed God’s Holy Spirit 
nudging you to do more for God and 
Christ? We need Sunday School 
teachers to help introduce God and 
Jesus Christ to kids with joy … are you 
one of those new teachers? We are 

every worship service. At St. Paul’s we 
sense the Holy Spirit’s call on how to 
be church! 
 

So with the ‘start of school’ it is Ɵme 
to consider our homework; our God-
connecƟng work as individuals that 
goes beyond reading a newsleƩer or 
coming to church.  
 

The first assignment has to be making 
invitaƟons to others to worship with 
you. The second assignment is to 
decide what ministry team of the 
church can benefit from your skills 
and abiliƟes. Each one of us has a 
variety of giŌs and this church can use 
any giŌ God has provided to any 
human being. The third assignment is 
for you and me to make an acƟve 
decision to get closer to God through 
our studies, prayer, and worship, so 
that we can shine God’s light into the 
world we live in. 
 

Since we have delineated the church 
year as having the oddity of a two-
month vacaƟon, I am going to be 
focused in the coming months on 
your homework assignments. God 
needs you … Jesus Christ needs you … 
the world needs you living a life of 
faith … and this small liƩle church in 
West Depƞord that we all love needs 
all of us to step up and to help St. 
Paul’s stay strong and to grow! 
 

As we go forward, I ask that you 
embrace with me the words Paul 
wrote to the Colossians, “Whatever 
you do, do it from the heart for the 
Lord and not for people. You know 
that you will receive an inheritance 
as a reward. You serve the Lord 
Christ. “ 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

always looking for people who enjoy 
singing to join the choir … are you 
ready to lend your alto, baritone, or 
sƟll unidenƟfied vocal tones to the 
choir? 
 

Before COVID, my challenge to the 
church was to get ONE HUNDRED and 
THIRTY people in the seats of our 
church each and every Sunday. Well, 
now that we are moving forward and 
as new people begin to sit in our pews, 
are you in agreement with me that St. 
Paul’s can have 130 humans loved by 
God and worshiping God in our pews 
each Sunday? Do you know someone 
to invite to worship with us? Do you 
know someone who used COVID as 
their excuse to stop worshiping God, 
deciding that one hour to worship God 
was just too much for them when they 
could sleep at home instead? Who can 
you bring with you to church? 
 

Frankly, I believe that we are 
posiƟoned to be a powerhouse for God 
and for Jesus Christ in Gloucester 
County, New Jersey! We love ALL our 
neighbors when some churches are 
aƩempƟng to make a name for 
themselves by showing the world who 
they don’t care for. We are missional, 
caring for anyone who comes to us in 
need, serving those in our naƟon who 
need help, and always being ready to 
care for strangers in some corner of 
God’s world. And we worship in joy at 
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Outreach 

Happy Fall, Y’all! 
 

Looking forward to cooler  
weather and more mission work! 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 

• September 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(Sept 4) will benefit Shared 
Ministries, for the outreach 
of the United Methodist 
Church. 

 

 On the third Sunday         
(Sept 18) the offering is for 
Ranch Hope. 
 

Ranch Hope, a South Jersey United 
Methodist ministry, cares for at-risk 
teens who need the structure and 
faith-based ministry to get their lives 
back on track.  
 

• October 
 Our first Sunday offering  

(Oct 2) is World Communion 
Sunday Offering. 

 

 On the third Sunday (Oct. 17) 
the offering is for Justice for 
Our Neighbors. 

 
On Sunday, October 2 we will have 
a special guest speaker, Rev. Tom 
Lank. Justice for Our Neighbors     
is a United Methodist ministry that 
provides free or low-cost 
immigration legal services,  
education, and advocates for 
immigrant justice. 
 
Thank you all so much for your 
support of all our Outreach & 
Mission projects! 
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We met Mr. & Mrs. Gray 
on Monday at our assigned 
home and for the next 4 
days we worked together to 
build a ramp for their back 
porch, replace a broken win-
dow, use the parts from the 
broken window to repair 
another window, install a 
new screen door, replace the 
tin roof over the porch, en-

close the porch with railings and 
replace the porch steps. 
 

I wasn’t sure what to expect when I 
signed up but it exceeded every 
expectation I had. We got to help a 
wonderful family receive much 
needed repairs at no cost to them. 
 

Some of the 12 volunteers had just 
met and we successfully navigated a 
10+ hour road trip (one way), 
shared every meal together, 
bunked together and shared show-
er and bathroom facilities, all on 
top of long work days in the heat 
and humidity of the hills of Ken-
tucky. I felt that each day we be-
came closer. I attribute it to we all 
forgot about ourselves as we were 
working towards the same goal: 
helping those much less fortunate 
than us. 
 

Strangers became friends. We were 
challenged beyond our comfort 
zone. We learned things and did 
things we never thought we could 
or would do. We shared stories 
and bug spray. We laughed. We 
laughed even more! We reflected 
on all we take for granted in life. It 
truly was a blessing. 
 

Thank you St. Paul’s UMC for let-
ting me be a part of this great mis-
sion with you at Red Bird Mission 
Camp. If you see someone in need, 
please consider helping. Let’s make 
this life we have better for every-
one. 

—Sherry Jones 

Together we can do great things. 
–Mother Teresa 

 

Red Bird 2022 has accomplished 
its assigned work and more for the 
Gray family! Ramp, roof, door, 
window, steps, and repaired a win-
dow using supplies on hand! 
 

The Gray Family was so happy 
with the work we did. Mr. Gray 
was shy and did not want to ap-
pear in any photos, but sweet Mrs. 
Gray appeared in a photo with our 
team right before we left the job 
site. 
 

Your Red Bird team is back home 
safe and sound. On the way back 
we started talking about 2023 and 
we’re open to any and all new 
team members to join with the 
folks who’ve already gone to Red 
Bird! The 2023 dates will probably 
be in July and we will be firming 
the dates up over the next month 
or so. You don’t have to be a 
church member nor have con-
struction skills. Kids and families 
welcome!! 
 

A Message from a First-Time 
Team Member 
One week ago today I was part of 
a team of 12 volunteers of varying 
skill levels who headed to Beverly, 
Kentucky. Our destination was 
Red Bird Mission Camp where we 
would be assigned to a home of a 
local resident to complete a variety 
of tasks. 

Red Bird Mission Team 2022 



book when I give them out. I am    
hoping to have them distributed to 
you before our first session so we can 
jump right in. We will meet in the 
sanctuary for our first session because 
Food Pantry will be happening that 
day as well. I saw on the news that as 
of this past Thursday, the CDC has 
relaxed the Covid guidelines, and we 
no longer need to social distance; 
however, if you feel more comfortable 
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Women’s Bible Study Begins Sept. 14 
wearing a mask and/or 
social distancing, that is 
fine. We want everyone to 
be comfortable. 

I am so looking forward to 
our fall session! I hope 
everyone returns, and 
please invite your 
girlfriends and/or family 
members to join us. Please 
let me know if you would 
like me to order your 
book. Thank you all for 

your continued support and dedication 
to our Bible study. It takes all of us to 
make it work and God has blessed our 
times together. 

Patty 

Photo: A group of ladies from last 
Spring’s Bible Study went to Ocean 
City Tabernacle to hear Sheila Walsh. 
We read Sheila’s book, “Praying 
Women” in the spring. 

Dear ladies of the church 
and friends, 

I am anticipating starting 
our fall Women’s Bible 
Study on Wednesday,  
Sept. 14. We will be doing 
Shannon Bream’s “Mothers 
and Daughters of the Bible 
Speak” as we had planned 
when we ended in the 
spring. I will be ordering 
books for anyone who 
would like one. The cost of 
the book is $18.00 (book and tax). If 
you would like me to order you a 
copy, please let me know. If you want 
to purchase your own copy, that’s fine. 
We will be doing Sheila Walsh’s book 
“It’s Okay not to be Okay” in the 
winter. 

If you would like me to order your 
book, please let me know. I will be glad 
to do that.  You can pay me for the 

 

COFFEE TIME? 
 

Do you miss our coffee hour 
after church? We would like    

to start it up again, but need a 
couple of volunteers to organize 

it and come in early to make 
coffee. Are you willing? If so, 
see Pastor Dave or Bev Betz. 
The Guiding Lights always    

help with cleanup. 

Share Your Voice! Join the Choir! 

We’d like to invite anyone who 
likes to sing, no experience 
required, to join our choir at St. 
Paul’s. 
 

Rehearsal is every Thursday at 7 
p.m. beginning on Thursday, Sept. 
8. Come any Thursday. We always 
look forward to an exciting, music-
filled year! 
 

Music is a powerful ministry, and 
we work hard to make the music 
in our church lift, enrich, and 
inspire. We believe in Christ-

centered music, 
fellowship, 
friendship and 
most importantly, 
the sharing of the 
gospel of Christ 
through music in 
worship. 
 

We hope that 
our  music 

provides a way for people to 
connect with Jesus Christ as their 
personal Savior and Lord. Everyone 
who participates in our music 
ministry is challenged to grow in 
Christ and to experience God’s 
unconditional love through the 
love of music that we all share. 
 

No matter what your age or 
ability, we have opportunities for 
you to be involved in our music 
ministry! So join in and celebrate! 
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The Not-So Candid Camera 
St. Paul’s was actually a leader 
in streaming worship services 
amongst churches in New 
Jersey before COVID arrived. 
When other churches 
panicked wondering what to 
do when the pandemic 
started, we were already 
providing people in worship 
around the world with online 
access to our joy-filled Sunday 
morning worship services. 

We continue to stream Sunday 
morning worship services, 
Wednesday morning Holy 
Communion services, the closing 
services of Vacation Bible School, 
and Celebrations of Life for people 
like our beloved Sally Jordan. 

That’s wonderful isn’t it! I am sure 
each of you has, at the very least, a 
small online presence, because 
whether we like it or not e-mail is 
how we communicate. Bible apps 
provide us with access to God’s 
Word anywhere we have our 
phones. And yes we can connect 
with the church through our 
Facebook page and website. Donna 
and Megan have DO NOT 
DISTURB SIGNS out every Sunday 
when the church service starts 
online because they do not want to 
miss church and they can’t be at 
church in person! 

But in my spirit of “returning to 
church”… I am curious how many 
of you share our FACEBOOK 
page with your friends and family 
on your FACEBOOK page? Do 
you encourage your collective of 
friends and family to worship with 
us every Sunday and to share in 
Holy Communion on Wednesday 
mornings? When we have a special 
event scheduled, do you share its 
link from our website to your 
social media? 

And so as we begin a new church 
year on RALLY DAY I want to 
assign homework to all of us. It will 
not be graded, but your 
completion of the homework 
assignment is vital to our church’s 
growth and vitality not only in the 
coming months but in the next 
decade or more. 

Your WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT 
beginning this week is to EVERY 

WEEK put an invitation to 
worship with St. Paul’s 
Online or In-Person onto 
your social media. I almost 
want to do the Mission 
Impossible thing “Mr. Phelps, 
your mission if you decide 
to accept it …” but I know 
as an individual who loves 
our church and loves God, I 
know you will want to accept 

the mission challenge. Jesus tells us 
to make disciples throughout the 
world, and in the 21st century this 
is a great way to do it!  

EVERY WEEK … invite ALL your 
friends and ALL your family who 
are on your social media to 
WORSHIP GOD and JESUS CHRIST 
with you and all of us either in 
person or online. It means you will 
have to let your friends and family 
know that you have a church that 
matters to you and a God who is 
part of your life. 

Can you do it? Well, ‘duh,’ if you 
have any sort of online presence I 
know you “CAN DO IT” but WILL 
you do it? Do it … for the sake of 
God’s Kingdom on earth … to 
benefit our little global church in 
West Deptford … and to connect 
those you care about with God and 
Christ. 

 

SOUP  
SUNDAY 

 

1st Sunday of the month 
 

Next Soup Sunday: Oct. 2 
Flavor: TBA 

 

Order online or by calling 
or seeing Mary Ann 

Jones. 
 

Thanks to the PISTON    
Diner for the delicious 

soup! 

Sunday School  
Bazaar 

Saturday, Nov.5 
 

You may begin bringing 
your donations to Hickman 

Hall after October 1! 



REMEMBER US: Tiffany and Mike 
Daly and their little boy Nicolas 
joined us in worship. Tiffany was our 
former choir director/church 
musician and Mike provided special 
music for us on his trumpet on 
various occasions. Twenty of us went 
to brunch at the Piston Diner after 
church. Great day!    
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Molly Hosier as our Worship 
Leader for Aug. 14, 2022.  Molly 

was also our guest soloist, 
accompanied by her mother Denise.  

CHURCH DÉCOR EXPERT:  
Many thanks to Chris McGee for 

this beautiful table display in 
Hickman Hall. Chris always does a 
beautiful seasonal display, and we 

thank her for her continued 
dedication to creating beautiful 

tablescapes to enhance our 
worship. 

SUNDAY SERVICE SPECIALS: 
Debbie Richman was our Worship Leader & soloist recently. 

 

Both Maddie & Zach Beidle shared their voices in a tag-team for liturgist. 

ACOLYTES & SUNDAY SERVICE: 
Obadiah Buckley, grandson of Claudia 

Ruggeri served on both July 17 & 
August 14th this summer.  

 

St Paul’s is actively looking for 
Acolytes, any student in 2nd grade 

and above is welcome. Contact Angela 
Houghton for available dates. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS…in July! This year’s VBS, July 24-28, was a huge success!  
We reached 75 children, and they had a blast! We celebrated “He’s the reason, no        

matter the season.” Thanks to our leaders Elaine Luoma & Mary Ann Jones, and to all  
that taught, led, and helped!  


