
 

 

Bernadette has her bench! Now it’s our turn! 
As announced in the last 
newsletter, we have been 
collecting plastic bags for 
recycling into a bench. We were 
helping St. Andrew’s of Cherry 
Hill collect 1,000 pound of bags 
for recycling into a bench in 
memory of Bernadette Exley, 
who passed last October. 
 
We’re thrilled to announce that 
Bernadette’s Bench has reached 
the 1,000-lb goal! So now it’s 
our turn! 
 
Keep collecting plastic bags and 
wraps and place them in our 

collection boxes in the side 
foyer. Many thanks to Norm 
Branyan, who has been taking 
care of this collection for us! 
 
Accepted are bubble wrap, 
grocery bags, case overwrap, 
dry cleaning bags, newspaper 
sleeves, produce bags and 
similar. 
 
NOT accepted: hard plastic, 
frozen food bags, candy bar 
wrappers, chip/snack bags, pre-
washed salad mix bags, etc. See 
flyer on the bulletin board in 
church for exact details. 

Children’s Day & Family Picnic 
On Sunday, June 8, we will 
celebrate Children’s Day during 
worship service starting at 9:30 
a.m. The children will showcase 
what they have learned during 
their time in Sunday School.  
 
We will also honor our high 
school and college graduates. If 
you know of someone who is 
graduating this year, please give 
the name to Elaine Luoma. 
 
Be sure to join us after worship 
service for our annual Family 
Picnic on the church grounds. 
All church members and their 
families are invited! The Sunday 
School will provide the main 

course and sign-ups will be taken 
for additional dishes/drinks. 
Please see Elaine Luoma or Mary 
Ann Jones if you can bring a 
side dish. 
 
Recreational activities are 
planned for the children during 
our picnic. Don’t miss out on 
this fun time for the kids! 
 

Elaine Luoma 

THANKS, NORM! Norm Branyan has 
been acting as our liaison with St. 
Andrews and will now be collecting bags 
for our church. 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
West Deptford, NJ 

 
May-June 2025 

 

St Paul’s will be hosting the 
Red Cross Blood Drive on: 

 

Friday, May 30, 12 - 5pm 
Friday, June 27, 12 - 5pm 

 
 

Our nation’s blood supply is 
fragile. There is a significant need 
for blood donors! All blood types 
are in high demand. Please consider 
donating at this or any local drive. 

 
Contact the Red Cross at 800-RED
-CROSS or at www.redcross.org to 
schedule your appointment today! 



 

2 

surg; Christina F sarcoidosis 
Pat H foot and heart problems 
Todd praise good job 
interview; Tim L cancer hosp 
waiting for rehab; Elaine W 
healing from surgery; Charles 
C struck by car critical;  
97-year old woman surgery 
for melanoma; Cade cancer 
and husband Nick; All our 
members with cancer;  
Matt H still recovering from 
stroke; Praise Crystal Todd & 
Shiloh new home; Hermine M 
hip pain; Dottie D shut in; avid 
R home to the Lord; All UMC 
churches; Ron B health issues;  
Jean M health issues; Kim G 
health issues; Liv S cancer;  
Jackie G bad cold; Molly C 
recovering from knee surg; ;   
Family & friends of Marie K 
Cheryl bladder cancer; Carol 
M foot/leg problems; Bruce 
M health concerns; Sandi D 
covid; Jennifer serious health 
problems; Gerry M & family;  
Bill W heart surgery; Debbie 
W knee injury; Fritz R 
leukemia; Marriages that are 
breaking up; All affected by 
severe weather; Jackie C 
recovering from thyroid 
surgery; Jim C recovering 
from carpal tunnel surg  
 
Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all service 
men/women, our nation and 
leaders. 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Joyce N., Gerry M., Janet B., 
Kathie S., Sharon R., Elaine W., 
Cindy F., Logan S., Dave D. 
 

Serving in the Military: 
Michael Nahas, Caitlyn Um, 
Erynn Plasket, Dan Solano, 
Chris Yard, Rachel Rachuba, 
Donna Rachuba, Ed Schwebel, 
Brandon Howell, Shaina 
Serrano 
 
Shut-Ins & Nursing Home      
Residents: 
Dottie D., Gloria L., Hermine 
M., Bernice N., Rosie P., Mary 
B., Sue T. 

May Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1– Danielle & Frank Ferrara 
2– Gary Rutter 
2– Tyler Sierocinski 
3– Blaine Zirbser 
6– Erin & Emil Vatsev 
6– Jackson White 
7– Ann Hamel 
9– David Delaney 
11– Billy Blair 
12– Connor Huesser 
15– Carol May 
16– Jennifer Blair Sattler 
18– Majorie Rowand 
20– Rita Thomas 
20– Vicki Cusack 
21– Christopher Bailey 
22– Sandi & Mike DiLeo 
24– Jim Doerrmann 
24– Ed Donisi 
24– Denise Hosier 
25– Mike DiLeo 
26– Landyn Blair 
26– Cody Huesser 
27– Mary Budd 
28– TJ Stevens 
30– Izabella Reichert 

ALL Prayers:  
For our country; For peace; 
For all those in the world 
who are hungry; For 
everyone who is ill; For those 
affected by war; Kathie S new 
chemo 7th different kind;  
Sharon R cancer treatment;  
Logan S many health issues;  
Cameron H health issues;  
Family & friends of Janet B;  
Len H cataract surgery;  
Family & friends of Bill B;  
Jackie C edema legs & ankles;  
Charlie S & daughter Rose M;  
Keith & Ruth patients at 
Inspira; Ed in hosp with sepsis 
Ron esophageal cancer no 
cure; Greg J ongoing health 
issues; Nicky; Sandy 
pancreatic cancer; Dana & 
children lost everything in 
fire; Chloe S age 5 major 
seizure; Mary S wisdom tooth 
complications; Harley S 
wisdom teeth removed; 
Evelyn D’s family; Passing of 
Pope Francis; Kathy L 
complications from surgery;  
Dave H okay after fall;  
Ann W cancer not doing 
well; Pete B hosp & Ethel Jo 
exhausted; Mary Ann praise 
tax season over; Gail H caring 
for Robert; Jennie’s daughter 
& family traveling; Family & 
friends of John L; Liz S hosp 
battling cancer; Cathy 
unhealed wound urgent 
procedure; Kathy D fell;  
Dawn just diagnosed breast 
cancer; Melissa & husb taking 
in ill parents; Amanda 
running in Boston marathon;  
Ava age 6 cancer & parents;  
Lexie hosp not sure what’s 
wrong; Patty F thanks for all 
she does; E family praise new 
great granddaughter;  
Don T mew medication for 
Meniere’s; Chris M 
recovering from surgery;  
Jim T complications from hip 

June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

2– Jennie Troxell 
3– Heather Gibson 
3 –  Jean & Rudy Soderlund 
6– Carol Withers 
7– Jason Houghton 
7– Garry Purnell 
7– Kristina Rutter 
8– Collin Dechen 
9– Steven Spellman 
10– Stephen Miller 
12– Kali Dugan 
13– Judy Brown 
13– Kim Dechen 
15– Claudia Ruggeri 
16– Dave & Denise Hosier 
16– Barbara Jones 
16– Sue Todd 
17– Amy White 
18– Kathy Reitz 
18– Jean Speakman 
19– Joe Jones Sr. 
20– Sharon Eichel 
20– Madison White 
21– Len Hurff 
24– Jordan Weems 
25– Kelly Haase 
25– Diane Wonsetler 
25– Cathy & Leonard Hurff 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY met from January to March and 
read the Max Lucado book, “Traveling Light.” What a 
great study we had of the 23rd Psalm, learning how to 
drop the baggage we carry! God bless our leader, Patty 

Fish, for her wonderful leadership and insights!  
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“When you wake up every day, you 
have two choices.”   
- Harvey MacKay  

 
A couple of days after Easter I 
came across this quote from Harvey 
MacKay, the famous business leader 
and author. He has been an 
inspiration to many through the 
years, and this particular quote 
jumped out at me after my Easter 
message that referenced our choices 
when we wake up each day. 
 
Now, MacKay was not talking 
about choosing between God and 
the world, but he was offering 
sound advice on how we should live 
our lives. The complete quote is, 
“When you wake up every day, you 
have two choices. You can either be 
positive or negative; an optimist or 
a pessimist. I choose to be an 
optimist. It is all a matter of 
perspective.” 
 
As we move into the concluding 
two months of the Spring of 2025, 
we each have many choices to make 
every day. One choice that so many 
people have made over the years is 
to provide volunteer time to our 
church! St. Paul’s continues to 
thrive because folks step up and 
give their time for the benefit of 
others in the name of God and 
Jesus Christ! 
 
As April concluded, we had a team 
packaging and handing out chicken 
barbecue dinners to friends and 
strangers. It took volunteers to 
“advertise” our chicken barbecue to 
their friends and family members. 
Shepherd’s Farm residents only 
knew about St. Paul’s delicious 
chicken barbecue because Joyce 
stepped up to spread the word! 
 

In the coming weeks and months 
we will need more volunteers. We 
need volunteers to serve as church 
leaders and to carry out our 
programs. St. Paul’s will only 
continue to be strong if we grow, 
and that takes volunteers willing to 
ask family and friends to come to 
church. 
 
When I was young there was a 
popular song from Marvin Gaye 
named ‘It Takes Two.’ The lyrics go, 
“One can have a dream … you can 
make that dream so real. It takes 
two, baby …me and you!” 
 
That sums up what makes church 
work and succeed. Strong faith and 
then two or more folks having a 
dream and making it happen. Me 
and you!!!  
 
Let me or Dave Fish or another 
church leader know how you want 
to help make St. Paul’s a stronger 
church for the future. God has 
gifted all of us with talent and 
abilities whatever our age, so start 
thinking what you can do for God 
through our little church in West 
Deptford. 

Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

Janet Brown’s family benefited from 
a group of St. Paul’s women who 
came in on a Saturday morning to 
make sure that Hickman Hall was 
ready to receive the family's guests 
who were celebrating our beloved 
Janet’s life. 
 
Holy Week saw so many St. Paul’s 
members stepping up to serve as 
disciples on Maundy Thursday, to 
run our audio-visual system, to sing 
in the choir, and to decorate the 
church. Of course, there was the 
wonderful Palm Sunday breakfast 
that raised almost $900—that 
succeeded because of volunteers. 
 
Our awesome and incredible Food 
Pantry depends on 
volunteers to feed the 
hungry in our 
community. On Easter 
morning Todd and 
Crystal joined us for 
worship, so thankful 
for the many 
individuals of St. Paul’s 
who voluntarily 
provided food and 
love to them and 
Shiloh this winter. 
 

HOLY THURSDAY was a solemn celebration of the last 
supper and then the betrayal of Jesus by the evil Judas. 
Thanks to Gary Rutter for organizing the drama, and 
thanks to Jim Verfaillie as Jesus and our men (and 
boys!) who portrayed the disciples. 
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Summer Is Coming! 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 

• May 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(May 4) will benefit United 
Methodist Communities, 
formerly United Methodist 
Homes. 

 

 On the third Sunday  
 (May 18) the offering is for 

Neighborhood Center 
Summer Camp. 

 

United Methodist Communities 
has been providing care to seniors 
for over 100 years. Their values 
are compassion, respect, 
stewardship, and service. They 
believe in maximizing each 
resident’s independence. 
 

• June 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(June 1) is Peace with Justice 
Sunday. 

 

 Our third Sunday (June 15) 
we will be supporting our 
Homeless Project. 

 

The United Methodist Church is 
unwilling to turn a blind eye to 
injustice. Because of the Peace 
with Justice Sunday offering, the 
people of The United Methodist 
Church are able to make a 
difference by sowing seeds—and 
yielding fruit—of peace. 
 

Don’t forget to support these 
special offerings each 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of the month. 

 

Cheri Clement 

Outreach WANTED: VBS Volunteers 
Vacation Bible School will celebrate 
a “Fun Fair” with our kids during 
one of the last two weeks in July.  
 
Pastor Dave thinks we can bring 
100 kids to Jesus, and we will    
certainly give it our best shot! 
 
With that number of anticipated 
children in attendance, that means 
we need volunteers to prepare for 
the kids, teach the kids, sing with 
the kids, do crafts with the kids, 
and  be role models for Christ with 
the kids.  
 
We are actively looking for your 
commitment to join our team of 
volunteers as soon as possible. 

Please consider sharing your time 
and skills to contribute to our 
lessons in Christ. 
 
Please reach out to either Elaine 
Luoma or Mary Ann Jones and let 
them know if you are willing to 
give of your time for the kids.  
 
Email stpaulsumcsundayschool@gm
ail.com or call Elaine or Mary Ann. 
 
Thank you  for your willingness to 
join our team. 

 
Sincerely,  

Elaine Luoma 

Red Bird Team Hoagie Sale 

Our Red Bird Mission Team is 
sponsoring a Hoagie Sale to 
support the Red Bird Mission Trip. 
Beginning on Sunday, May 4th, 
purchase your Heritage’s Dairy 
Hoagie Certificates for $9.00 from 
Jim Clement, Mary Ann Jones,  or 
MJ Minder. The certificates will be 
on sale until June 2. They are good 
until August 1, so you can go to 
any Heritage’s store whenever you 
want and get the regular hoagie of 
your choice. 

In addition, your 
metal and your cans 
… and your 
neighbors’ metal 
and your 
neighbors’ cans … 
can help us raise 
money for the Red 
Bird Mission Trip. 
Donate your soda 
cans and heavy 

metal items to the church. Call Jim 
Clement or the church office for 
details. 

The Red Bird Mission Trip will take 
place Sunday July 6 through 
Saturday July 12. We will be working 
for God to help some of the 
poorest people in America! Anyone 
can go, and it’s not too late to sign 
up! If you are interested call Jim 
Clement or see him in church. 
Thanks! 

Jim Clement 
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Wear Red for 
Pentecost! 

Sunday, June 8th 

 

SOUP SUNDAY 
 

Next Soup Sunday:  
June 1 

 
 

Watch for an 
order form 
to be posted 

on the 
website to order online. Or 
see/call Mary Ann Jones. 

We’re Going to the Zoo!  
 
We want to thank Jackie Gullifer 
so very much for her donation of 
tickets so that our Sunday school 
families can go to the zoo. Please 
mark your calendar for our 
RESCHEDULED date of May 18. 
We will meet in the church 
parking lot and carpool over to 
Philly.  
 
See Carla or Jackie or Elaine L. 
for more details. 

 
Thanks, Jackie!!  

Summer Vacation in Church!  
“And Moses said to the people, “Fear 
not, stand firm, and see the salvation 
of the Lord, which He will work for 

you today.” Exodus 14: 13-14 
 

On Easter morning, I mentioned a 
conversation I had with another 
pastor about the “post-Easter” 
expectations for the Christian 
church. That pastor said, “Dave, 
you know I like this late Easter 
because that keeps people in 
church longer in the year than 
early Easters. You know that once 
Easter happens church attendance 
drops off … way off.” 
 

Now, that pastor may have been 
speaking about the particular 
church that he serves, but I do 
know that the Easter season is the 
high mark of church attendance 
until the Advent season arrives 
across church denominations. I 
have always found that the 
approaching summer season, 
especially in regions that have easily 
accessible retreats in nearby shore 
or mountain communities, is when 
church attendance goes down.  
 

Of course, those of us who remain 
worshiping in churches away from 
resort areas have no way of 
knowing whether our friends and 
family members have found 
amazing churches for their 
weekend getaways, but I am sure 
we always hope that is the case. 
 

I am not trying to discourage 
weekend shore retreats or drives 
up to the Poconos for the 
weekend, but I want all of us to 
consider the truth that worshiping 

God on Sundays is a true vacation 
from the pressures of the world. I 
want to encourage all of you to 
start calling worship your weekly 
vacation from the world. It exceeds 
all other vacation possibilities 
because you get time with friends 
and more importantly, focus in on 
God. 
 

Yes, in the hour or two that we 
spend together we get to laugh!! 
We hear inspiring music, and we 
get to sing. Those who are brave 
enough even get to dance. There is 
food to share on this visit to our 
VACATION OASIS where the 
realities of the world are pushed 
aside. 
 

What a great opportunity for each 
of us to invite friends to vacation 
with us … and the cost is merely 
whatever donation, or offering or 
tithe or gift, each individual 
chooses to share. Some of us have 
vacationed with friends and some 
have even gone on journeys with 
total strangers, but our Sunday 
Vacation opportunity is available 
every single week. You know 
coming to St. Paul’s makes you feel 
good, so why not include your 
friends and family on this vacation 
from the world? 
 

If you have somehow hesitated to 
ask a friend to come to church 
with you, why not try asking them 
to come with you on a Sunday 
morning vacation from the world! 
You might even treat them to 
breakfast afterwards! 
 

This summer don’t find reasons to 
skip church. Instead find inspiration 
to VACATION with FRIENDS at 
ST. PAUL’s!! I know I enjoy my 
VACATION escapes with all of 
you!! 

Pastor Dave 
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SHARE our Worship LIVE Stream 
“O land, land, land, Hear the Word of 

the Lord!” Jeremiah  22 :29      

If you worship online with us, I know 
you have noticed that you can “hear 
the Word of the Lord” much clearer 
than you have ever heard it before. 
You can sing the hymns and pray 
along with the church more effectively 
because the words are right there in 
front of you. You can see our worship 
from new angles due to the installation 
of a new camera system. 

Yes, we have moved beyond a single i-
pad into the 21st century! And frankly 
we are still in the learning process. I 
know some of you miss Gary’s 
incredible up close and personal 
moving camera images, but we are 
already noticing more people watching 
our various worship services, both live 
and recorded. 

Our online connection is a terrific 
opportunity to literally reach the world 
as the prophet Jeremiah calls us to do. 
However, it takes someone sharing the 
information so that others can discover 
what is available to them. In this case, it 
is people like you and me who can 
easily SHARE links to our FACEBOOK 
page and website and Instagram with 
our friends and family members.  

FACEBOOK is the easiest to share. 
You just go to St. Paul’s FACEBOOK 
page (St. Paul’s UMC West Deptford) 
and then scroll down to a worship 
service whether it is our Sunday service 
or Wednesday Communion. Then click 
on the SHARE button. Immediately 
everyone on your FACEBOOK page 
will see the connection to St. Paul’s and 
can decide whether or not to open up 
our recorded video services. It really is 

that easy. I know 
I would love to 
see that 100 
people shared our 
Sunday service 
every single week 
with their friends 
and family 
because that 
would mean we 
are reaching the 
world. And do 
not forget to 
“like” our 
FACEBOOK 
page! 

You can put links to our website on 
your FACEBOOK posts, in your emails, 
or just in your conversations with 
friends. Denise has our website current 
and welcoming. If you haven’t checked 
it out in a while, go to stpaulsalive.org. 

If you are on Instagram please “follow” 
our Instagram page, 
stpaulsumcwdeptford, and share our 
posts! 

Soon we will be adding a YouTube 
channel to the church’s outreach. I 
have already started posting my daily 
FACEBOOK messages to a YouTube 
channel called, ‘Laugh Again Tomorrow 
with PD.’ 

So always remember … when you are 
in church you just might be seen and 
heard. Oh my, yes if you talk too 
loudly before worship starts they can 
hear you in Uganda, Germany, New 
Zealand, Canada, North Carolina, 
Nebraska, or down the street in West 
Deptford thanks to our TECH TEAM!! 
 

 

Pastor Dave 

St. Paul’s Tech Team: Gary Rutter and Bev Betz run our technology 
each week, along with Norm Branyan, who took this photo.  

Thanks to all of you!  

FLUTES AND CHOIR: For the first, but we hope not last 
time our choir joined with the Gloucester County Flute 

Ensemble during one of their concerts to perform “Celtic 
Prayer.” What a beautiful partnership! Thanks to Music 

Director Bela for coordinating this!  
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PALM SUNDAY way a joyful time. Not only did the kids parade around the Sanctuary, but 
the adults did as well! And then we enjoyed a delicious pancake breakfast. Many thanks to 

Mary Ann Jones and her CRT gang for preparing this fantastic breakfast for us!  

“Who here can juggle?” Dave Fish asked the congregation during a 
children’s message, not expecting any answers. “Molly can!” her 
family shouted. And Molly proceeded to get up and prove it.  

But nobody can handle a yoyo like Fishie!  

Flut_ Con]_rt 
Sun^[y, Jun_ 22 
4:00 p.m. 

@t St. P[ul’s 
Don’t miss it! 

WHAT A 
JOYFUL NOISE! 
Easter Sunday was 
filled with music 
and praise. He is 
risen indeed! 
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Finding the Joy in God’s Love for Us  
“And David and all the house of Israel 
were celebrating before the Lord, with 

songs and lyres and harps and 
tambourines and castanets and 

cymbals.” 2 Samuel 6:5  
 

Thank goodness that God’s Word 
describes how the faithful 
celebrated God’s love! They created 
a party atmosphere with joy and 
songs. We even read about David 
dancing with “all his might before 
the Lord!” 
 

I have often wondered what kind of 
humans attempted to diminish the 
joy in worship we should be 
expressing to God through our 
faith. Clearly those joy-condemning 
individuals somehow missed Psalm 
150 and my favorite verse from 
Paul, which he repeats in two 
letters, ‘Rejoice in the Lord always! 
Again, I say REJOICE!” 
 

That Psalm tells us to praise God 
with lutes (If you have one handy), 
rams’ horns, strings, pipes, drums, 
clashing cymbals, and yes with 
DANCE! “Praise God with drums 
and dance! Let EVERY LIVING 
THING PRAISE THE LORD!”  
 

This morning, I pulled out a record 
album that I have not listened to in 
ages, ‘LIGHTHOUSE LIVE,’ which 
was recorded in 1972 at Carnegie 
Hall. Suddenly I am hearing “And 

all the universe will smile … we’ll 
fly” and I am up dancing (thankfully 
no one can see me) and singing 
with uncontrollable joy! The horns, 
the guitars, the drums, and the 
singers lifted my spirits! 
 

On an overwhelming busy “Dave 
day,” thanks to the music I am 
remembering days gone by, 
especially Easter in church this year 
because that was “one fine 
morning” of joy-filled celebration. I 
am remembering Palm Sunday’s 
entrance parade and “conga line” 
that concluded our worship with all 
of us singing with joy, ‘We Are 
Marching in the Light of God.” 

Friends, if you have been somehow 
convinced to not find joy in God’s 
love for you, perhaps this is the 
season to release those constraints. 
You don’t have to jump up on the 
Children’s Bench during worship 
like I am wont to do, but I honestly 
believe that when we can find that 
inner child and let go of our self-
imposed restrictions on showcasing 
joy, we will get closer to God. 
There’s a reason that Jesus said we 
have to be like little children to see 
God’s Kingdom. It’s because kids 
are not inhibited like we have been 
taught to be. 
 

So turn on your record player … 
find that album you enjoy so much 
(Lighthouse is now singing, “I Just 
Wanna Be Your Friend,” in the 
background as I write this), and 
connect the dots to God and your 
faith. Start to sing … get up to 
dance and realize that you can 
dance, sing and show all the joy 
God gives you when you come to 
church remembering Paul’s 
admonition, “Rejoice in the Lord 
ALWAYS … Again, I say 
REJOICE!!” 

Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

LENTEN LUNCHES: Many thanks to those that helped with our hosting of the Lunch and 
Learn series on April 2! We greatly enjoyed meeting together each Wednesday during Lent 

with other churches from our area, enjoying a meal, and studying the Word.  
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