
 

 

Come One, Come All, to Vacation Bible School! 

Step right up and join us at VBS, 
July 27-31, 6:30-8:30 p.m.! We will 
be experiencing an “Everywhere 
Fun Fair,” a carnival full of Bible 
lessons, games, crafts, snacks, and 
most of all, FUN! 
 
Pre-register today at 
stpaulsalive.org 

Where God’s World 
Comes Together 
 
Everywhere Fun Fair 
takes children to a 
global celebration with 
the look and feel of a 
world’s fair. Children 
will make friends with 
neighbors around the 
world and discover 
that God’s love can be 
found everywhere, 

including in their very own 
neighborhoods. 
 
Everywhere Fun Fair addresses 
and represents the whole 
spectrum of people in the human 
family, including different age 
levels, racial and ethnic groups, 

learning capacities and styles, stages 
of development, and the variety of 
abilities and disabilities. Children will 
be introduced to special places from 
all over the world and discover that 
we are all neighbors and all children 
of God. 
 
At this exciting child-friendly fair, 
children will experience welcoming 
neighbors from the Bible and 
explore the everyday life of 
neighbors from Japan, Zimbabwe, 
the United Kingdom, Australia and 
Mexico. Children will discover that 
God’s love welcomes everyone, as 
they learn to love and serve God 
and be a neighbor to the world. 
 

Elaine Luoma 

Undies Sundays in August! 
 
Yes, that’s right, we’re collecting undies again! We 
collect underwear each year in August to support 
the ministries of Seeds of Hope in Camden.  
 
Seeds of Hope has three programs to help people. 
“My Father’s Hands” aids those who find themselves on the 
streets of Camden. “South Jersey AfterCare” helps those recently 
released from prison re-enter life outside the bars. “She Has A 
Name” ministers to women struggling in bondage to drugs and 
prostitution. 
 
Watch for information about exactly what sizes and types of 
underwear we need this year. And thanks to Chris & Charlie 
Taylor for heading up this meaningful mission project! 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
West Deptford, NJ 

 
July-August 2025 

 

St Paul’s will be hosting the 
Red Cross Blood Drive on: 

 

Friday, Aug. 29, 12 - 5pm 
 

Our nation’s blood supply is 
fragile. There is a significant need 
for blood donors! All blood types 
are in high demand. Please consider 
donating at this or any local drive. 

 
Contact the Red Cross at 800-RED
-CROSS or at www.redcross.org to 
schedule your appointment today! 
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problems; Jean R & family lost 
daughter; Kathy W serious 
health issues; Joan V lost 
mother after losing husband;  
Cathy praise doing much 
better; Gratitude for 
Memorial Day; Jeanine’s 
mother in law hosp; Dana & 
Dominic lost 17-yr-old son;  
Dylan B praise grad from law 
school;  Praise for plastics 
collected for bench;  
Liz S hosp blood clots in legs;  
All traveling for holiday 
weekend; June health changes 
seeking new home; Ben in 
rehab for stroke & Ingolf;  
Nancy J encouraging friend;  
Family of boy shot and killed;  
Mary Ann’s brother home 
with pneumonia; Marty spots 
on liver; Don T health issues;  
Gloria L needs prayer;  Ed D 
brain bleed;  Sandy D home 
from hosp still needs prayers ;  
Family and friends of John; 
Jeffrey H diagnosed with 
cancer; Friends with anxiety & 
depression; Jen surgery; 
Tyler S work issues  Julia back 
and leg pain; S family high 
stress levels; Friend with 
stomach cancer. 
 
Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all service 
men/women, our nation and 
leaders. 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Joyce N., Gerry M., Janet B., 
Kathie S., Sharon R., Elaine W., 
Cindy F., Logan S., Dave D. 
 

Serving in the Military: 
Michael Nahas, Caitlyn Um, 
Erynn Plasket, Dan Solano, 
Chris Yard, Rachel Rachuba, 
Donna Rachuba, Ed Schwebel, 
Brandon Howell, Shaina 
Serrano 
 
Shut-Ins & Nursing Home      
Residents: 
Dottie D., Gloria L., Hermine 
M., Bernice N., Rosie P., Mary 
B., Sue T. 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1– Dave Fish  
1– Don Strock 
2– Susan Speakman 
2– Peg Purnell 
3– Pat Haase 
3– Mary Ann Jones 
3– Chris & Charlie  Taylor 
6– Avaleigh Vatseva 
9– Gloria Lee 
10– Sharon & Jacob  Eichel 
11– Bob & Marge  Rowand 
12– Elaine Luoma 
14– Hope Hooley 
15– Hermine Morgan 
15– Peggy Pagano 
20– Sharon Rutter 
20– Wayne Sierocinski 
21– Vikki Gibson 
22– Erin Vatseva 
23– Jaye Hamel 
23– Grant Dechen 
23– David & Leisa Keegan 
24– Chris Bailey 
25– Janice Grassia 
25– Nicole Martz 
26– Matt & Kim Dechen 
26– William & Elaine  Walsh 
26– Rich Gibson 
28– John Pagano 
28– Logan Sierocinski 
31– Bev Betz 

ALL Prayers:  
For our country; For peace 
For all those in the world;  
who are hungry; For 
everyone who is ill; For those 
affected by war; Kathie S new 
chemo 7th different kind; 
Sharon R cancer treatment; 
Logan S cyst and possible 
surgery; Cameron H health 
issues; Len H cancer; Matt H 
still recov’g from stroke; 
Pastor Walt M broken bones 
surgery; Amy migraines & 
spine MRI; Pastor Rob T knee 
replacement; Sharon E PET 
scan; Sue hosp health issues;  
Patty & Dave praise expecting 
great grandchild; Mark D 
hospital; Franny M hospital 
again; Michael M knee pain;  
Red Bird team; Kristen H 
cancer hosp tests; Tim L 
cancer and stillborn 
grandson; Pastor Rich L 
hospital kidney issues; David 
kidney cancer & Pam  
Bill nice man with cancer;  
Dottie D home from hosp 
needs prayer; Sandy D 
shingles homebound on 
oxygen; Melissa & parents; 
Mary & Rick both hospice;  
Mary Fran lymphoma;  
Family & friends of Herb & 
wife Myra; Family & friends 
of Walt M; Dave H surgery 
NC; Michael D Christina & 
Alex traveling; Cheryl bladder 
cancer surgery; Middle East 
situation; Alysha & family 
traveling; Marty surgery;  
PJ M bypass surgery; Nicky 
needs prayer; Laura R brain 
cancer; Carol G cancer;  
Sharon R cataract surgery;  
Family & friends of Danny;  
Aaron K needs healing;  
Donna S sick; Family & 
friends of Liz S; Travel 
mercies for church families;  
Luke very sick; Denise B not 
feeling well; Patty F shoulder 

August Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
 

1– Ken Betz 
1– Cameron Kovack 
2– Dave Hosier 
2– Everett Vatsev 
3– Marc Coralluzzo 
3– Kaiden Grassia 
3– Charlie Taylor 
7– Cameron Houghton 
8– Jeannette Branson 
8– Bernice Nolte 
9– Jim & Cheri Clement 
13– Leia Eller 
14– Luca Rizzuto 
16– Gerrie Lynn Dyal 
16– DixieLee Leonardo 
19– Melissa Thomas 
24– Merrilee & William 
 Chappell 
26– DixieLee & Jim 
 Leonardo 
29– Jack Keegan 

GUIDING LIGHTS BRUNCH! The men aren’t the only ones 
who enjoy going out to breakfast! Our group of ladies loves 

to eat out as well! 

Staff 
Editor: Trista C Jones 

Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier  
 

Regular Contributors: Pastor Dave, Carla 
Branyan, Mary Ann Jones, Elaine Luoma, 

Patty Fish, Carol Strock 
 

Production: Trista C Jones 
The Lamplighter is published bimonthly, in Jan., 

March, May, July, Sept. & Nov. Deadline is the 15th of 
the month preceding publication. For more info 

contact Trista C Jones or email  
admin@stpaulsthorofare.com. 
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“For I will satisfy the weary soul, and 
every languishing soul I will replenish.” 

Jeremiah 31:25  
 

When another heat wave came as 
this summer began, I made a quick 
trip rushing up to Buffalo to sit in 
my yard, refreshed by a cooling 
breeze under the oak tree that I 
climbed regularly as a boy.  
 
The temperature had risen to over 
100 degrees in West Deptford and 
Philadelphia and I was languishing 
… in fact, I was miserable. So, I 
looked at the dog … gathered up a 
few items (forgetting his kibbles) 
and went on a road trip north. 
 
As a historian majoring in history 
at the University of Buffalo, I have 
noticed that throughout the ages 
humanity has gone through many 
difficult times when the everyday 
person “languished.” There have 
been times when struggles and 
challenges seemed almost 
insurmountable. During these years 
since I became your pastor, we have 
survived one of the most 
challenging eras in modern history, 
the COVID years. But we have 
come out on top even though 
many languished, and some of us 
lost dear friends and family 
members. 
 
As I am writing this in my backyard 
with the breeze in my hair … ok 
with the breeze blowing over me … 
an airplane is flying overhead, and 
Tyler just lunged from his 
comfortable grass bed, knocking 
my cool drink over, to go after a 
rabbit whose white tail vanished 
into the bushes. I hear the birds 
singing … and I sense God. 
 
Summer is such a unique season on 

planning to worship God and to be 
replenished by God’s Holy Spirit? 
 
Pope Leo recently referred to the 
faithful as pilgrims in faith. When I 
think about pilgrims I think about 
bold individuals willing to interact 
with their world, focused on God 
and faith. It is my prayer that this 
summer of 2025 is a season that 
you can find a renewed connection 
with God, providing you with a 
replenishment for your soul that I 
am sensing right now here in my 
backyard … birds singing, breeze 
blowing, faithful dog at my feet, 
and now a need to refill my cup 
with ice and raspberry iced tea.  

  
Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

the calendar. I want to urge each of 
you who might be stressing or 
struggling with your life or with 
the world’s realities to focus in on 
God and God’s ongoing and 
forever reality. If you pause, you 
can actually discover God all 
around you. If you stop to consider 
the good that each of us has in our 
lives, you do have the capacity to 
let the good overcome the 
challenges. God’s peace goes 
beyond human understanding, so 
we just have to allow God to be 
there for us. As Jeremiah preached, 
“God WILL satisfy the weary soul” 
but it does take two to do that 
dance; we have to be willing to 
receive the gift of recovery. We 
need to love and worship God. 
 
So I am wondering how many folks 
prioritize worship and God during 
these summer months when 
vacations and cool drinks consume 
our lives. How many are partnering 
with God rather than the world to 
find the replenishment that is 
needed? 
 
I just checked my calendar and this 
coming Sunday at 9:30am there will 
be a church service filled with joy, 
welcoming all, worshiping and 
loving God in air-conditioned 
comfort at St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church in West 
Deptford. Are you excitedly 

Congratulations graduates!  
On June 8th we honored two      

of our students who are            
graduating from High School      
this year, Aurora Beidle and     

Mackenzie Markham.  We are    
very proud of these girls and    
wish them the very best in       

their future endeavors.  
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Thanks for your 
Red Bird support! 

 

Thanks for your donations of money, 
purchase of hoagies, and giving of 
metal for recycling, we have a Mission 
Team of 5 going to Red Bird July 6-12. 
This is a major outreach mission and 
your donations have been greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Red Bird Missionary Conference in the 
mountains of Kentucky, renamed now 
to Central Appalachian Missionary 
Conference, is one of the poorest 
areas in the country. Our members 
will be helping out the residents there 
by building and improving housing. 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 

• July 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(July 6) will benefit Native 
American Awareness Sunday, 
one of the UMC’s Six Special 
Sundays. 

 

 On the third Sunday  
 (July 20) the offering is for 

Seeds of Hope Ministries in 
Camden. 

 

• August 
 Our first Sunday offering  

(August 3) is Shared 
Ministries, for the outreach of 
the United Methodist Church. 

 

 Our third Sunday (August 17) 
we will be supporting St. John 
of God School for Special 
Children. 

 

Thank you all for your faithful 
support of our mission projects. We 
remain a community of love for all. 

 

Cheri Clement 

Outreach We’re Getting There! Recycled Bench Update 
Keep Collecting Plastic Bags! 

Saint Andrews UMC of Cherry 
Hill would like to thank all those 
from St. Paul’s who contributed 
plastic to make a beautiful bench 
in memory of Bernadette Exley. It 
has been completed and her plaque 
is signed “love and light,” which is 
how she always signed all her 
correspondence. 

They will now be helping us to save 
plastic to get our bench. We 
already have 500 pounds toward 
the thousand that we need! We 
have already dropped off 50+ bags. 
Of that total, about 12 of the bags 
came from St. Andrew’s. The 
average weight is about 8.9 lbs. per 
bag with the lightest bag being 2 
lbs. and the heaviest bag being 19 
lbs. 
 
Don’t forget to keep bringing in 
those plastic bags for recycling! 
Thanks very much to Norm & 
Carla Branyan, who are 
spearheading this project for St. 
Paul’s. And thanks to Norm & 
Dave Fish for schlepping big bags 
of plastics for recycling! 

On Mother’s Day, May 11, we were very pleased to have                        
Joyce Nuneviller in church reading scripture for us.  

Thanks to her daughter Lynn Kinsley for bringing her! The Guiding      
Lights Class, led by President Bev Betz, presented geraniums to all              
the ladies age 90 and above (there are NINE of them!) and then                

drew names for some other ladies to win flowers. It was a beautiful day!  
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Quoting the Terminator: “I’ll Be Back!”  
“The Lord your God will quiet you 
by His love, He will exalt over you 
with loud singing.” Zephaniah 3:17  

 

In May I celebrated a new decade 
… friends and family were 
confused by the number that was 
being discussed on that day, since 
everyone knows that I am 31 years 
old. 
 

What a celebration! After the years 
2023 and 2024, I was ready to 
party and ready to rejoice. I could 
sense God singing over me because 
I feel so blessed and know how 
fortunate I am to still be dancing 
and jumping up onto the Children’s 
bench at St. Paul’s on Sunday 
mornings. 
 

But on another May date this year 
it was confirmed that as Arnold 
Schwarzenegger once said, “I’ll be 
back!” Yes, I will be back for my 
TENTH YEAR as the pastor of St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church. It 
really wasn’t a surprise, but frankly 
in the United Methodist system 
where I have no real control over 
my appointment, it was an absolute 
relief to see my name in print next 
to this church whose church family 
I love so much and hold so dear. 
 

In the Spring of 2016, I really had 
no idea what I was getting myself 
into when Bishop Schol called me 
and asked me to consider accepting 
a new appointment as a pastor back 

in New Jersey. I was working in 
Buffalo New York for an amazing 
global non-profit organization, 
Jericho Road Community Health 
Center. But something in Bishop 
Schol’s call led me to say yes. I 
even asked him if it was the church 
that Pastor Eric Helms had been 
pastoring, but he said he couldn’t 
tell me. 
 

And then almost immediately, in 
July of 2016, I discovered what an 
incredibly special church St. Paul’s 
is. I still am trying to figure out if 
it is in the water or the land the 
church is built on, because this is 
truly a special place that has cared 
for me, accepted me, and allowed 
me to rejoice in my faith along 
with the members.  
 

Unfortunately, in the United 
Methodist system ten years is a 

 

SOUP SUNDAY 
 

1st Sunday of every month 

 

No Soup in July 
Next Soup Sunday: Aug. 3 

Flavor: Cream of Mushroom 
 

Order online or by calling or 
seeing Mary Ann Jones. 

 

Thanks to Ish & the PISTON 
Diner for the delicious soup! 

long tenure for a pastor. We 
cannot insist on remaining as the 
pastor of a church, nor can a 
church insist that a pastor remain 
with them. Pastors cannot apply for 
a job like folks in the “real world,” 
but we accept that our Bishop and 
the Bishop’s cabinet will decide 
where we go and when. 
 

I have reached this incredibly 
special age, and I consider it an 
ongoing faith gift from God that I 
get to serve as your pastor with all 
my warts, shortcomings, and 
challenges. The one truth that all of 
you should know is that I love each 
of you and will always be thankful 
that I have been gifted this time as 
the pastor of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church. One decade 
down … now let’s hope we can get 
it to a century as your pastor! 
 

Pastor Dave 

Our Sunday School families enjoyed a Sunday afternoon at the Philadelphia Zoo. What fun! 
Thanks so much to teacher Jackie Gullifer for getting the families free tickets!  
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Why Not Volunteer?  
“Remember the former things of 
old; for I am God, and there is no 
other, I am God and there is none 

like me.” Isaiah 46:9  

I think if we are of a certain age, 
most of us can belt out Barbra 
Streisand’s classic, ‘The Way We 
Were,’ when we sing in the shower 
or the car. 

“Memories light the corners of my 
mind. Misty water-colored 
memories of the way we were. 
Scattered pictures of the smiles we 
left behind. Smiles we gave to one 
another. For the way we were.” 

Ah, memories. And as we get a 
little older we keep adding to the 
treasure trove of memories. Who 
gave you those special smiles in 
your memories, and for whom are 
you the person of someone else’s 
memory smiles? 

As the summer days start to move 
us forward towards autumn, I find 
myself focused on two special 
memories related to church and 
church life. The Red Bird Mission 
and Vacation Bible School. 

No these two aren’t linked, but 
what Red Bird and Vacation Bible 
School produce are incredible 

church volunteers stepping outside 
of their comfort zone to care for 
God’s people. Whether it’s the 
abject poor in Kentucky or kids 
form Gloucester County who 
might never have another 
opportunity to learn about God 
and Jesus Christ, we are there for 
them. Incredible people who don’t 
necessarily have skills honed in the 
workplace or by years of study ... 
just people like you and me willing 
to step up for God. 

This year’s Red Bird team has 
already gone off to the Appalachian 
Mountains by the time many of 
you read this, but perhaps you are 
reading this with enough time to 
offer your time to volunteer at our 
Vacation Bible School (July 27 to 

July 31).  

A church cannot function without 
volunteers … a church cannot 
make disciples for Jesus Christ 
without the people of the church’s 
involvement … a church will die 
when the majority of the people 
say, “no, not me.” 

We need VBS volunteers to help 
create memories … we need more 
people to step up to go to Red Bird 
next summer or that mission will 
end … we need everyday church 
folks like you to step up to 
volunteer to serve on a church 
leadership team. 

Like most of you, I can remember 
church volunteers who made the 
churches I have attended and 
pastored succeed. People of faith 
declaring, “Yes, God, Yes God.” 
Perhaps they remembered the 
things of old from churches they 
previously attended and knew it was 
their turn to help … to step up… 
to make a difference. 

What about you? Is this your time? 
It doesn’t matter if you are young 
or old … God needs you to create 
some faith memories in others. 
 

 

Pastor Dave 

OUR CHOIR has  
come a long way 
under the tutelage     
of our director      
Bela Debreceni.        
 
On Pentecost the 
group sang in three 
parts AND played 
some instruments, too. 
And thanks to Patty 
Fish for playing the 
organ along with us! 
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On Pentecost Sunday we      
celebrated the birthday of     
the church with a joyful       

worship service, followed by 
our family picnic. Many of    
our members wore red in     

celebration, including those   
special Pentecost caps that    

you see everywhere with the   
big white “P” for Pentecost!  

Thanks, Pastor Dave, for       
the fun streamers and little    

airplanes. It was a great        
party for our church!  

THANK YOU to everyone who helps to 
make our church the wonderful family of 
God that it is. Shown are just a few of 
those that served the church over the last 
couple of months. We’re grateful to you 
and everyone else that helped out!  

On Mother’s Day we recognized a special member of our church who does 
so much for our ministry. Denise Hosier was honored for not only playing 

the keyboard and singing in the choir, but also for maintaining our 
website, which is always up to date. She does many of the reports that go 
to the Conference, serves as Finance Chair, sends out PD’s weekly e-blasts, 
and fills in wherever needed. Her two daughters, Betsy Hartnett and Molly 
Coralluzzo, gave the sermon in her honor. Thanks, Denise, for all you do!  
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Our children enjoyed their classes through the year and listened intently to the  
Children’s Sermons each week. The year ended with a BANG as we celebrated  

Children’s Day and our Family Picnic on June 8.  
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