
 

 

Winner Winner, Chicken Dinner! 
Be sure to join us for our Fall 
Chicken BBQ Dinner! It will be on 
Sunday, October 19 from 11 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m. 
 
You will enjoy a delicious Rode’s 
half-chicken, coleslaw, baked beans, 
corn, roll & butter, plus dessert! 
There’s no better dinner anywhere! 
 
GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY!! 
Advance tickets are $15. There will 
be a few tickets available at the 
door for $16, but no guarantees! 
To be assured of your dinner, 
please buy tickets in advance! 
 
For tickets call Sharon Rutter at 
856-848-5021, email her at 
shrutter2@gmail.com, or see 
Denise or Mary Ann in church. 
You may pay with cash or check 

payable to St. Paul’s, but please 
don’t mail checks to the church!! 
 
If you want to use a credit card, 
watch for a QR code to order 
tickets online. It will be on our 

website, in our flyers and in emails 
blasts once we have the page set up. 
 
Don’t miss out on this delicious 
dinner! 

Rally Day for Sunday School 
Calling all Sunday School students!  
 
We’ll be back on Sunday, 
September 14.  
 
We’ll start at 9:30 a.m. during 
the worship service by welcoming 
the kids with a Children’s 
Message by Dave Fish and songs 
from VBS. 
 
After church all families are 
invited to join us downstairs for 
refreshments. Then the kids will 
celebrate with games and fun! 
Classes start September 21st. 

Join us as we learn and 
grow together! 
 
Mark Your Calendars! 
November 2: Bazaar 

 

St Paul’s will be hosting the 
Red Cross Blood Drive on: 

 

• Friday, Sept. 26, 12-5pm 
• Friday, Oct. 24, 12-5pm 

 

Our nation’s blood supply is 
fragile. There is a significant need 
for blood donors! Please consider 
donating at this or any local drive. 

 

Contact the Red Cross at 800-RED
-CROSS or at www.redcross.org to 
schedule your appointment today! 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
West Deptford, NJ 

September-October 
2025 
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Dawn W sudden illness 
Family & friends of Howard H 
John C pancreatic cancer 
Pastor Andrew on passing of 
father 
JoAnn S heart cath 
Ed P 2nd knee surgery 
infection 
Pastor Pete B multiple 
myeloma 
Pastor Val blood cancer 
treatment 
Merrilee C heart procedures 
Nancy & Mark F cancer 
surgeries 
Hermine M severe arthritis 
Joe blood clot in lung 
Mary Ann J eye infection 
Laura R infection skull surgery 
Nancy J’s family difficult 
decisions 
Deena MS problems 
Robert F worsening cancer 
Morgan work issues 
A friend with multiple 
myeloma 
Praise R family new baby girl 
Pastor Walt healing 
Family & friends of Betty C 
Praise new R/P family 
granddaughter 
Robert lost love of his life 
Gerry M’s family serious 
issues 
Gerry & Steve M family needs 
Sandy D still homebound on 
oxygen 
Kristy P rehab needs healing  
Ruby age 8 
 

Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all service 
men/women, our nation and 
leaders. 
 

Serving in the Military: 
Michael Nahas, Caitlyn Um, 
Erynn Plasket, Dan Solano, 
Chris Yard, Rachel Rachuba, 
Donna Rachuba, Ed Schwebel, 
Brandon Howell, Shaina 
Serrano 
 
Shut-Ins & Nursing Home      
Residents: 
Dottie D, Sandy D, Gloria L., 
Hermine M, Bernice N, Rosie 
P, Mary B, Sue T 

Sept. Birthdays/Anniversaries 

1– Jacqueline Clement 
2– Colin Grassia 
5– Bela Debreceni 
5– Cathy Hurff 
7– MerryJeanne  Minder 
9– Doris DuBois 
9– Margaret Gogolin 
11– Alice Kern 
11– Ellie Luoma 
12– Mario DiVento 
12– Samm Smith  Domeraski 
13– Christian White 
13– Rudy Soderlund 
14– Rebecca Gibson Eller 
14– Danielle Ferrara 
14– William Walsh 
18– Ginny & Rich Gibson 
19– Sandy Daws 
19– Kathie & Mike  Spellman 
20– Dana & Steve Kovack 
21– Casey Kovack 
21– Amanda Strock  Kaiser 
22– Mary Ann & Larry  Jones 
24– Diane Favretto 
24– Mike Minder 
28– Olivia Ferrara 
28– Sandy & Jack  Spellman 
30– Cailyn Houghton 
 
Oct. Birthdays/Anniversaries 

1– Ron Cervantes 
1– Michelle & Kevin  Wright 

ALL Prayers:  
For our country; For peace 
For all those in the world;  
who are hungry; For 
everyone who is ill; For those 
affected by war; Kathie S new 
chemo plus radiation 
Sharon R autoimmune 
infusions 
Logan S insurance issues 
upcoming surgeries 
Cameron H health issues 
Peggy P recov from surgery 
Len H cancer 
Matt H still recovering from 
stroke 
Kristin H complications  
Chris M broken hip surgery 
rehab 
June H moving to assisted 
living 
Kieran H pneumonia doing 
better 
Ski family many issues 
Geeneva not doing well & 
sister Kathy 
Christopher B in hospital 
crisis center 
MJ & Mike both physical 
issues 
Mick throat cancer 
Carol M multiple health 
issues 
Joe health & family issues 
Rick in hospital 
All traveling 
Gary R helping wife w health 
issues 
Brandon & Melissa H lost 
baby 
Julie G throat biopsy 
Carla B praise for good tests 
Tyler S bad eye infection 
Families & kids returning to 
school 
Family & friends of Denise M 
Lisa J double mastectomy 
devastated 
Preemie baby Mia & family 
hosp for months 
Karen lost husband 
Children who lost parents in 
crash 

2– Claire Lorraine 
4– Merrilee Chappell 
4– Ashley Dugan 
4– Elaine Walsh 
5– Sandi DiLeo 
5– Nancy Huebshman 
7– Angela & Jason 
 Houghton 
8– Victor Ferrara 
11– Aubrey McLaughlin 
11– Bob Rowand 
12– Leisa Keegan 
12– Deb Dameika 
13– Anthony Panetta 
14– Chris McGee 
15– Janet Brown 
16– Molly & Marc  Coralluzzo 
17– Jacqueline Gullifer 
17– Ann & Jay Hamel 
17– Elliemae Rutter 
17– William Rutter 
20– Mary Sierocinski 
21– Cindy Fifis 
22– Dana Kovack 
24– Donna & Wayne 
 Sierocinski 
25– Rori Beidle 
27– Rich & Diane Favretto 
28– Debbie Richman 
28– Cheri Clement 
29– Sharon & Gary Rutter 
29– Hillary Toppin 
30– Joe Bryan Jr. 
31– Jack Heritage 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated gifts and gift cards to Logan Sierocinski 
for his “Christmas in July” project. Gifts went to St. Christopher’s Children’s 

Oncology, Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, and Angels Outreach.  

Staff 
Editor: Trista C Jones 

Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier  
 

Regular Contributors:  
Pastor Dave, Carla Branyan,  

Mary Ann Jones, Elaine Luoma, Patty 
Fish, Carol Strock 

 

Production: Trista C Jones 
 

The Lamplighter is published bimonthly, in 
Jan., March, May, July, Sept. & Nov. Deadline 
is the 15th of the month preceding publication. 
For more info contact Trista C Jones or email  

admin@stpaulsthorofare.com. 
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“Alone we can do so little,  
together we can do so much.” 

Helen Keller  
 
When I think of or talk about St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
our church family is always an 
essential element of those 
moments. That is because it 
takes people to make a church 
effective, and it takes people to 
showcase love for all our 
neighbors. Words just don’t cut 
it. 
 
On Sundays when I look out at 
the church family, I see our 
uniqueness just like the blocks 
pictured above. What is truly a 
blessing at St. Paul’s is the fact 
that we all have found a way to 
work together, blending our 
differences into one truly 
awesome little church! 
 
We are back into what I refer to 
the as the “church year,” the 
months between September and 
June. I am not sure when this 
reality occurred, but the public-
school year and the church 
active year have become the 
same, even though we continue 
to be the church of God and 
Jesus Christ throughout the 
summer months. 

EVERYONE because every 
church and every mission, 
including St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church of West 
Deptford, needs EVERYONE to 
use whatever gifts, talents, and 
abilities that we have to 
accomplish goals together while 
moving forward for God.  
 
So as you read this … are you 
thinking about what is special 
about you? What skills or 
abilities do you thank God for? 
Are you thinking about how 
you can step up to help our 
church in the coming months? 
 
School’s back in session … the 
church year has begun, and we 
need to start putting the lessons 
of faith to work in new and 
exciting ways! Together, we can 
accomplish some amazing things! 

  
Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

However, now is the time for 
each of us to consider our roles 
at St. Paul’s. For our church to 
grow, to take on missions, and 
just to worship, it takes all of us 
working together. Paul wrote to 
the early church in Corinth, 
“Now there are a variety of 
gifts, but the same Spirit, and 
there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in 
EVERYONE.” 
 
I intentionally capitalized 

FAMILY is always welcome at  
St. Paul’s, and we were thrilled to 
meet Pastor Dave’s brother Mark 

over the summer. PD often 
references his brother in his 
sermons, so it was great to  

put a face with the name!  
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Fall Missions Help Teens 
 

Looking forward to cooler weather 
and more mission work! 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 

• September 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(Sept 7) will go to Shared 
Ministries to support 
United Methodist causes 
worldwide. 

 

 On the third Sunday (Sept 
21) the mission offering will 
benefit UrbanPromise. 

 

UrbanPromise is a Christian 
nonprofit youth organization in 
Camden, New Jersey. It provides 
youth educational and developmental 
programs. These include an 
alternative high school, an 
elementary/middle school, after-
school programs, summer camps, 
teen job training, boat building, 
environmental and experiential 
learning. 
 

• October 
 Our first Sunday offering  

(Oct 5) is World 
Communion Sunday 
Offering. 

 

 On the third Sunday (Oct. 
19) the mission offering is for 
Ranch Hope. 

 

Ranch Hope, a South Jersey United 
Methodist ministry, cares for at-
risk teens who need the structure 
and faith-based ministry to get 
their lives back on track. Founded 
by Rev. Dave Bailey. 
 

Thank you all so much for your 
support! of all our Outreach & 
Mission projects! 

 

Cheri Clement 

Outreach Red Bird Mission Team 2025 

St. Paul’s annual Mission Team to 
Red Bird wishes to send their most 
sincere thanks to each and every 
one who helped to make this trip 
possible. The donations and 
support of our various fundraising 
efforts allowed our group of five 
to travel and make a difference to 
some of the folks in the poorest 
community of Kentucky. 
 
Our team worked hard to help 
serve those who are struggling in 
this world. They each made the 
decision to travel to Appalachia, 
understanding that work is needed 
to help make the lives of nameless 
poor people get a little bit better. 

It does not take great skills to help 
the poor and the broken amongst 
humanity. But it does take a non-
judgmental heart filled with 
compassion and an acceptance of 
Jesus’ challenge to all the faithful to 
actually live our faith rather than 
just state it.  
 
Several times in his epistles Paul 
uses the phrase “pray that God 
may open a door.” There are many 
doors of opportunity before us 
each day to serve God through 
our faith. We are grateful to the 
members of St. Paul’s who 
contributed to open the door for 
us to go to Red Bird. 

Fellowship Is Back! Please Sign Up! 
Our After-Church Socials will begin 
again on Rally Day, September 14th. 
We need volunteers to bring snacks 
and help with setup and cleanup. 
There will be a sheet passed around 
in church, so please sign up!  
 
Many thanks to MJ Minder, Lilly 
Melson, and Greg Titus, who help 
with setup, to Nancy Huebshman, 
who has been donating supplies and 
creamer to keep us going, and to 
Peggy Pagano, who always helps! 
 

Fellowship has always been an 
important part of our church and 
it has been very quiet down in 
Hickman Hall all summer. Help us 
change that by coming downstairs 
after church each week for coffee, 
snacks, and good conversation. 

Loving each other is 
part of our mission! 
 

Molly Coralluzzo,  
Fellowship Coordinator 
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Tell Them the Story of Jesus  
Earlier this summer I enjoyed an 
incredible meal at a place called 
Southern Junction. Their “Twinkies” 
are one of the best food items I 
have ever eaten! I can’t even begin 
to tell you how absolutely delicious 
they are and no, they are not 
related to those “Twinkies” we ate 
as kids. 
 
The only reason I had that 
awesome meal was because 
someone told me about Southern 
Junction. If they had not told me, I 
still might not be hungering for 
my next visit there. 
 
I went on a boat ride on the 
Buffalo River because after church 
one Wednesday when I was up in 
Buffalo, one gentleman started 
talking about how awesome the 
boat ride was, especially how it 
unveiled elements of history that 
he never knew about it. He was so 
right! It was a very special 
experience, and we could even see 
the new Buffalo Bills stadium in the 
distance from the boat as we 
travelled briefly onto Lake Erie. 
 
And now my high school 
classmates are joining me for a boat 
ride when we get together in 
September because of my 
experience that would not have 
happened if that one person after 
the service of Holy Communion 
had not shared about his 
experience. 
 
Marketing and public relations 
professionals know that the best 
method to get humans to try 
something new— whether it is a 
food item, an entertainment venue, 
or a new car— is to get people to 
share their positive experiences. 
When someone’s eyes light up as 
they are talking and they smile or 

get energized, those hearing them 
will naturally want to have the same 
experience. 
 
Word of mouth is also how people 
discover churches these days. 
People no longer move into a 
neighborhood and go to the 
neighborhood church 
automatically. Many people no 
longer have denominational 
loyalties or a sense of obligation to 
a denomination. They want to go 
someplace where others clearly are 
happy. 
 
One of the best ways to share St. 
Paul’s story with our West 
Deptford neighbors is at the West 
Deptford Family Fun Day, which 
this year is being held on Saturday 
September 20th. Yes, we will hand 
out an informational flyer to our 
neighbors passing by, but the 
smiles from church members are 
truly the best way to get folks to 
stop and talk. The conversation can 
just start by asking, “What church 
do you go to?” If they don’t have a 
church there is the opening to talk 
all about the joy we have in 
worship, the missions we take on, 
how children are welcome, the 
great music we have, and the 

fellowship where everyone is always 
welcome.  
 
I hope that there is large turnout 
to help Jim on Family Fun Day, but 
every day we each have an 
opportunity to talk about our 
church. I hope that all of you pick 
up 5 to 10 of the promotional 
flyers so that you are always ready 
to share our story. 
 
Your excitement, your energy, and 
your story just might bring to our 
church someone who needs God 
and Jesus Christ or just needs a 
special church to call their church 
home! 
 
I am looking forward to that next 
boat ride with my high school 
friends, and my brother is excited 
about Southern Junction even 
though he’s never been there. He 
could sense my excitement as I told 
the story! 
 
There are many who quietly are 
hoping someone will TELL THEM 
THE STORY of JESUS that they 
LOVE TO HEAR. 

 
Blessings,  

 

Pastor Dave 

 

SOUP SUNDAY 
 

1st Sunday of the 
month 

 

Next Soup Sundays 
10/5 and 11/2. 

 

Order online or by calling or  
seeing Mary Ann Jones. 

 

Thanks to Ish at the PISTON 
Diner for the delicious soup! 
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Hold Onto Your Faith  
“From Paul, an apostle of 
Christ Jesus by the will of 

God, to further the promise 
of life in Christ Jesus.” 

 2 Timothy 1:1  

And that is the beginning of 
Paul’s letter “to Timothy, my 
dear child. Grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord.” In 
this letter, Paul is seeking to 
further the promise of life in 
Christ Jesus to Timothy and 
others he references in it … 
something that I pray and 
hope we all aspire to do with our 
lives. 
 
Since I became a pastor, every once 
in a while  I have chosen to do a 
sermon series. The inspiration for 
these series has varied. Some of the 
series have focused on music and 
lyrics, some on themes, and others 
like my upcoming series, “Hold 
Onto Your Faith,” on a specific 
book of the Bible. 
 
The Common Lectionary, which is 
used by churches all around the 
world to determine the Scripture 
readings each Sunday in the year, 
has readings from Second Timothy 
throughout the month of October. 
As I started to read this last letter 
of Paul once again, I discovered 
how this letter contains a message 
about maintaining our faith during 
difficult times. I decided to read 
Second Timothy in a couple of 
other Bible translations, and it really 
spoke to me about our need to 
hold onto our faith, even when we 
are challenged just like Timothy was 
being challenged in many ways. 
 
Paul is writing from prison, and this 
is his last known letter. So he 
understands that truly following 

Jesus involves risk and sacrifice. He 
writes to Timothy to challenge him 
to live his life faithfully while 
warning Timothy that there were 
corrupt teachers who were taking 
the early Christian church in 
Ephesus away from the teachings of 
Jesus for their own purposes. In 
this letter it is clear that Paul was 
pretty sure he was not getting out 
of prison this time. 
 
During this series I will tie in some 
Old Testament Scriptures that both 
Paul and Timothy would have been 
familiar with, beginning with 
Jeremiah’s ‘Lamentations’ that 
reflects on a darker time in history. 
I will also utilize references from 
the prophet Joel in addition to 
readings from Jeremiah. 
 
Paul felt the need to challenge 
Timothy as John Scott writes, “Paul 
calls the young leader Timothy to 
courageously persevere in the 
truth, not yielding to the pressures 
of public opinion or the 
surrounding culture.” It is a 
challenge that we face today when 
loud opinions and many 
throughout society are actively 
engaged in activities countering the 
very basics of Jesus’ teaching. We 

all need to hold onto our faith, 
perhaps more tightly than ever 
before. 
 
Hopefully our Sundays 
together in October will 
strengthen our faith walk while 
providing new insight into how 
God is calling each of us to live 
each day. Timothy, as a faith 
leader, is called to be different 
from those who reject God and 
so are we. 
 

Blessings From,  
 

 

Pastor Dave 

Help Needed for  
Family Fun Day! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We are registered for West 
Deptford Family Fun Day on Sept 
20. Volunteers both young and 
old are welcome. 
 
It will be a great time to offer St. 
Paul’s as a welcoming place for all 
of our neighbors to worship. So 
many are lost, need hope and may 
not have a church they call their 
own. Our goal to share everything 
that we offer for our community. 
We pray that everyone may come 
to know how having Jesus in their 
lives matters. 
 
Contact me for any questions. 
 

Jim Verfaillie 
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MEN’S CHOIR sang on Father’s Day under the direction of Bela 
Debreceni. We just love hearing those male voices!  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BERNICE! One of our 
oldest members turned 95 over the summer 

and was showered with cards from our 
members. Bernice Nolte now lives in Pitman 
Manor and can’t get to church often, but we 
remember her with love! Shown with daughter 

and son-in-law, Patty & Dave Fish.  

THANKS SO MUCH  
to everyone that  
helped out during 
worship over the 

summer.  
 

These folks all read 
scripture, sang, played, 

prayed, and even 
preached!  

 
We are lucky to  

have so many willing  
to volunteer. And there 
are even more that we 
didn’t get photos of! 

Thank you all!  

JOIN THE CHOIR! We enjoyed a picnic at Bela’s to start the year. 
Practice begins Thursday, September 11 at 6:45 p.m.  
Everyone is invited!! If you like to sing, please join us! 
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The Advantages of Being Online 
We live in an era when everything 
is ONLINE … just watch folks 
walking down the street and you 
will see so many of them focused 
not on what’s ahead of them but 
what’s on their phones in front of 
them. 
 
St. Paul’s has been active online for 
many years with our website (since 
2003!), our Facebook page, e-mails, 
and our Instagram page. We believe 
that it is important to access infor-
mation about our church as easily 
as possible, and frankly the old-
fashioned system of waiting for the 
mailman to deliver an update is re-
ally outdated. 
 
Our presence online also gives you 
the opportunity to easily share 
your love of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church with your 
friends and family. Facebook and 
Instagram have “buttons” to click 
on that let you share every single 

post we make with your online 
friends. We certainly hope that you 
are sharing regularly because this is 
a way to get more people interest-
ed in our church. 
 
We actually are streaming live on 
FACEBOOK seven days a week. 
On Sunday it is our worship ser-
vice and then Monday through 
Saturday at 9:30 in the morning I 
try to give you something to smile 
about with PD@930. On Fridays I 
share a recipe and on Saturdays a 
series of jokes that make up our 
Saturday Morning Funnies. 

The next time you are “online” be 
sure to check out our webpage, 
www.stpaulsalive.org, and our FA-
CEBOOK page. Once you have 
looked at them then share them 
with the folks you know. And if 
you have any jokes for me to add 
to our Saturday Morning Funnies, 
send them to me at 
pdatstpauls@gmail.com. Also, if 
you would like me to make a recipe 
about some food item you have 
been hungering for, just drop me a 
note and I will see if I can make 
that happen. 
 
Yes, there are many days when I 
wish we weren’t all “online,” but 
being online has allowed people 
around the world to worship with 
us. That’s a pretty awesome benefit! 
 

Blessings,  
 

Pastor Dave 

Calling all Women to Bible Study! 
All ladies are invited to our 
Women's Bible Study, meeting on 
Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. 
beginning on September 10. Our 
fantastic leader is Patty Fish, who 
always makes our studies relevant 
and interesting. 
 
Our new book for our fall session 
is "Help Is Here," by Max Lucado.  
  
We are all so excited to get started 
again! We will go to Ciconte’s for 
lunch following our first session. 
Let Patty know if you can make it. 
 
Our Bible study is open to all 
women whether or not members of 
St. Paul’s. Please feel free to invite 

your friends and/or family 
members. We have more than 30 
women signed up already, but 
there's always room for more! 

See Patty to get your book, or 
email her, pattymfish@hotmail.com.  
We can’t wait to begin! 
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