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Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast 

We are so happy to repeat this 
fabulous breakfast that’s a wonderful 
time for everyone! 

Start Holy Week off right with a 
Pancake Breakfast after church on 

Join Us for Holy Week and Easter Worship 

Please join us for any of our Holy 
Week special worship services. 
 
Sunday, March 29 
Palm Sunday 
• Worship with Palms, 9:30 a.m. 
• Pancake Breakfast and Sunday 

School Easter Egg Hunt after 
church 

 
Wednesday, April 1  
Holy Communion Service 
• 7:00 a.m. online or in 

person 
• Doors open 6:45 a.m. 
 
Thursday, April 2 
Holy Thursday 
• The Last Supper: Holy 

Communion, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Friday, April 3 
Good Friday 
• Community Good Friday 

Service, 11:00 a.m. – Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Wenonah 

• Tenebrae Service of Darkness  
at St. Paul’s 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, April 5 
Easter 

• Sunrise Service Red 
Bank Battlefield, 6:30 
a.m. 

• Resurrection  
Celebration 

  9:30 a.m. 

Palm Sunday, 
March 29. The 
deliciousness will 
begin at 10:45 
a.m., right after 
church. The 
Sunday School 
Easter Egg Hunt 
will take place 
immediately 
following 
breakfast. 

Tickets are $12 
for adults, and $6 for kids under 
12, but the Sunday School will pay 
for all students. Invite your friends 
to church and then to breakfast 
afterward. 

Tickets will be available in church 
on March 1. See Mary Ann Jones 
or Denise Hosier. 

Menu includes: 

Pancakes, Breakfast Meats, 
Scrambled Eggs, Fruit Cup, 
Juice, Coffee, Tea, etc. 

Sponsored by the Community 
Relations Team (CRT). 

See you there! 

Community Relations Team 
(CRT) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
West Deptford, NJ 

 
March-April 2026 
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Kelli G pregnancy 
complications 
Baby Mia preemie praise came 
home 
Pitman Manor norovirus 
Tanya’s mother serious health 
issues 
Liz B lung cancer 
Shirley Z concerns 
Mike M awaiting knee 
replacement & MJ 
Gabriel A effects of 
Parkinson’s 
Julie G cancer treatment 
Rosie P praise 98th birthday 
Aunt Vincie hosp abscess on 
liver 
Don S praise procedure went 
well 
Matt W difficult times 
Sally cancer 
Rose B attacked and injured 
Drew lost job 
Kera pregnancy issues & 
Justin 
Bram aggressive cancer & 
family 
Family & friends of David O 
Mandee lumps found more 
testing 
Lexi serious GI issues 
Bill hosp cellulitis & heart 
failure 
Tyler S auto trouble 
Friend with family issues 
Dolores broken femur surgery 
Kurt serious car accident 
Penny stage 4 lung cancer 
 

Every week: All those in need,        
unspoken requests, all service 
men/women, our nation and 
leaders. 
 

Serving in the Military: 
Caitlyn Um, Erynn Plasket, 
Dan Solano, Chris Yard,  
Rachel Rachuba, Donna 
Rachuba, Ed Schwebel, 
Brandon Howell, Shaina 
Serrano, Lance Vreeland, PJ 
Jordan, Destiny Brooke 
 
Shut-Ins & Nursing Home      
Residents: 
Sandy D., Bernice N., Rosie P., 
Gloria L., Mary B., Sue T., 
Chris M. 

March Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
 

2– Darrin Brown 
3– Angela Houghton 
3– Jim Clement 
8 – Daniel Panetta 
11– Barbara Klinger 
11– Lilly Melson 
12– Adalynn Vatsev 
14– Harley Sierocinski 
15– Molly Coralluzzo 
16– Madalyn Beidle 
19– Kevin Wonsetler 
20– Denise Bowen 
24– Jim Verfaillie 
25– Carla & Norm 
 Branyan 
26 - Grant Dechen 
27– Lindsey Huesser 
28– Bev & Ken Betz 
28– Michael Huebshman 
30– Louise Heritage 
30– Debbie Szovati 
31– David Keegan 
 

ALL Prayers:  
For our country 
For peace and those affected 
by war 
For all those in the world 
who are hungry 
For everyone who is ill 
Kathie S pain & weakness 
from cancer treatment 
Sharon R undergoing 
treatment 
Logan S praise great test 
results 
Cameron H health issues & 
family 
Bernice N health & life 
changes 
Chris M major life changes 
Kristin H setback in cancer 
treatment 
Jim K hosp 
Jamie praise surgery went well 
Nancy’s niece & preemie son 
in NICU 
F family praise new great-
granddaughter 
Bob serious surgery 
Pat H in rehab 
Deena D. MS & other health 
issues 
Bert T bad back 
Kristy health issues & mom 
Linda 
Janice D surgery 
A mother to believe in God 
S family several sick 
H family several sick 
Tyler S traveling in snow 
Sandy D recent ER visit health 
issues 
Gina & baby difficult 
pregnancy 
MJ M praise for good test 
results 
Carol S recent procedure 
Donna S migraine 
Linda M breast cancer 
Tom surgery and anxiety 
Joe & Anne house fire 
Don T health issues 
Jennie T health 
Aunt Rae 
Family & friends of Margaret  

April Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
 

2– Declan Hartnett 
3– Jennifer Bailey 
7– Zachary Beidle 
7– Joe & Lynne Hoffman 
8– Michael DiLeo 
8– Nancy Palmer 
11– Derek Toppin 
13– Joe Wonsetler 
14– Trevor Toppin 
18– Ray Palmer 
19– Joshua Panetta 
21– Jeff Hartnett 
22– Jacob Eichel 
23– Janice & Ken Grassia 
24– Rose Morgan 
24– Marion Robbins 
25– Mike Spellman 
26– Cassandra Morgan 
28– Thomas Walsh 
30– Ed Schwebel 

 

St Paul’s will be hosting 
Red Cross Blood Drives on: 

 
 

• Friday, March 27th, 12pm - 5pm 
• Friday, April 24th, 12pm - 5pm 

 

Our nation’s blood supply is fragile - there is a significant 
need for blood donors! All blood types are in high  

demand. Please consider donating at this or any local drive. 
 

Please contact the Red Cross at 800-RED-CROSS  
or at www.redcross.org 

to schedule your appointment today! 

Staff 
Editor: Trista C Jones 

Assistant Editor: Denise Hosier  
 

Regular Contributors:  
Pastor Dave, Carla Branyan,  

Mary Ann Jones, Elaine Luoma, Patty 
Fish, Carol Strock 

 

Production: Trista C Jones 
 

The Lamplighter is published bimonthly, in 
Jan., March, May, July, Sept. & Nov. Deadline 
is the 15th of the month preceding publication. 
For more info contact Trista C Jones or email  

admin@stpaulsthorofare.com. 

THE	LAMPLIGHTER 
 Bimonthly Newsletter of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church PO Box 125, West Deptford, NJ 08086 Pastor: Rev. Dave Delaney Phone (856) 845-6638 E-mail pastor@stpaulsthorofare.com  Sunday Morning Worship ............ 9:30 a.m. Sunday School ................................ 10:45 a.m. 
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“Camiando en la luz de Dios, 
camiando en la Luz de Dios” 

 

Yes, I realize that some of you can’t 
read the Spanish verse that comes 
from our hymnal. That does not 
lessen the legitimacy of those 
words, does it? Because those who 
speak Spanish are just as loved and 
valued by God as we are. Do the 
words “Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ 
kwenkhos, siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ 
kwenkhos” stir up some anger or 
frustration that causes you to want 
to get rid of those who speak Zulu 
from our land? These words are in 
our hymnal too. I have heard voices 
raised in anger because some of our 
fellow citizens’ primary language 
isn’t English. But then again, my 
ancestors’ primary language was 
German … bet there were folks 
who wanted to ship them out when 
they arrived because they didn’t fit 
in. I know my Irish ancestors were 
subject to violence and hate, even 
though they spoke English. The 
hate, at that time stirred up by 
leaders, including church leaders, 
was directed at Roman Catholics. 
Italians were really harassed when 
they came here in great numbers 
too. 
 

On Wednesday February 25th I 
worshiped and then marched with 
more than 2000 United Methodist 
clergy and laity in Washington DC. 
We came to our nation’s capitol to 
declare that we choose to follow 
God’s directives regarding 
individuals who are strangers in our 
land. We choose to stand against 
the imprisonment and terrorizing of 
children. We stand against 
transitioning warehouses into 
barbed wire prison enclosures to 
hold and imprison families who 
came to the United States seeking a 
better life, with the owners of the 

afternoon we met with 
Congressional and Senate 
representatives. 
 

So the Spanish and Zulu verses 
from our hymnal… They are the 
same as the English words, which 
more than 2000 of us sang on the 
25th as we left the Capitol United 
Methodist Church to head into the 
streets of DC following the call of 
the Lord God to the prophet 
Micah, “He has told you, human 
one, what is good and what the 
LORD requires from you: TO DO 
JUSTICE and EMBRACE FAITHFUL 
LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLE.” We 
sang together, ‘We are marching in 
the Light of God; We are marching 
in the Light of God.”  
 

That is the choice humans have to 
make, regardless of their nationality, 
their race, the color of their skin, 
their language, or any other factor 
that some use to discriminate and 
hate against. Will we march in the 
light of God or in the darkness of 
the world? It is the season of Lent 
… Easter is coming … it’s time we 
all get right with God. 

  

Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

warehouses receiving millions of 
dollars in tax breaks in return. 
Many of these families have 
followed all the legal procedures to 
seek asylum, and some even have 
green cards, but our government 
has arrested them—some even as 
they left the courts as they 
followed our laws. 
 

It was a powerful day of worship 
led by Bishop LaTrelle Miller 
Easterling of the Baltimore-
Washington and Peninsula-Delaware 
Area, who preached from Psalm 24. 
“The earth is the Lord’s,” she said, 
quoting Psalm 24:1. “It all belongs 
to God. ALL,” she emphasized. 
The bishop said that the current 
system of injustice is “antithetical to 
the will of God.” 

It was an impressive day! Jon and 
Bonnie Tangent, who are part of 
our Wednesday Night Bible Study 
even though they live in North 
Jersey, travelled to share in our 
gathering, and many members of 
our church watched online while 
praying for all of us. In the 

 
 

Sunday  
School  
Easter  

Egg Hunt 
 

Palm Sun. Mar. 29 
after Pancake Breakfast 

Bring an Easter basket or 
bag for your treasures!   

Lots of Fun! 
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Happy Spring! 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects  
& Offerings 
 

• March 
 Our first Sunday offering 

(Mar. 1) will benefit UMCOR 
Sunday, formerly One Great 
House of Sharing. 

 

 On the third Sunday  
 (Mar. 15) the offering is for 

Red Bird Mission. 
 
UMCOR, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, is there to 
help with disasters anywhere in the 
world. 
 
Red Bird Mission is an outreach to 
one of the poorest counties in the 
country. Our missionaries travel to 
Kentucky one week each year to 
help the community by doing 
projects for the people. 
 

• April 
 Our first Sunday offering  

(Apr. 5) is for our Easter 
Offering. 

 

 Our third Sunday (Apr. 19) is 
for Justice for Our 
Neighbors. 

 
Justice for Our Neighbors is a 
community-run multifaith 
collaborative that supports and 
defends the rights of immigrants 
by providing immigration legal 
services and educational resources. 
 
Many thanks to all our church 
family for your continued dedication 
to our Outreach Projects. 

 

Cheri Clement 

Outreach Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Rode’s Chicken! • Take out only 

Sunday, April 26, 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
 

Advance Tickets: $15 
 

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY!! 
 

A few tickets at the door,  
but no guarantees: $16. 

 

To be assured of your dinner,  
please buy tickets in advance! 

 

Held at St. Paul’s UMC 
74 Church St. 

West Deptford NJ 08086 
 

Menu: 
Rode’s Half-Chicken, Homemade 

Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Corn,  
Roll & Butter, Dessert 

 

Tickets: Sharon Rutter 
856-848-5021, shrutter2@gmail.com 

Checks payable to: St. Paul’s UMC 
 

In church, get tickets from 
Denise or Mary Ann. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR: There is nothing like worshiping together  
to start the New Year.  It was a service of prayer, song, and 
reflection, with the blessing of Holy Communion to help us  

begin the New Year with the Lord.  
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Seeking the Lord During Lent  
“You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with 

all your heart.”  
Jeremiah 29:13 

 

Lent has arrived, and it is 
so much more than a 
season of giving up 
chocolate. Actually, during 
my lifetime it has seemed 
that the conversational 
connection to Lent has 
always revolved around 
conversations on “what are 
you giving up” for Lent. I 
have rarely if ever 
overheard conversations with the 
faithful discussing how they are 
getting closer to God, which is the 
actual call to the faithful, beginning 
with the receiving of ashes. 
 

Our opening slides for worship 
since Lent began have been chosen 
as an encouragement for all of you 
to renew your faith. Martin 
Luther’s statement, “Faith is a living 
and daring confidence in God’s 
grace” is very Wesleyan in thought, 
but a challenge for all of us to 
willingly make our faith and God a 
priority. On the first Sunday of 
March, I shared a quote from Rev. 
Timothy Keller, author of ‘The 
Reason for God,’ which has been 
very influential in my faith life and 
personal growth. The quote I 
shared is reflective of a constant 
message that I have been sharing 
with our church on Sunday 
mornings, “the key to continual 
and deeper spiritual renewal and 
revival is the continual RE-
DISCOVERY of the GOSPEL.” 
 

Keller emphasizes our need to 
focus in on the Gospel. To read 
and reread the words of Jesus 
Christ, if … if we want to live lives 
connected with God. In his writing, 
he is concerned with individuals 

who initially find themselves in a 
setting in which they consider 
themselves to be Christians, but 
then they keep the name while 
succumbing to the world. I share 
those same concerns. 
 

Keller writes, “If Jesus rose from 
the dead, then you have to accept 
all that he said; if he didn't rise 
from the dead, then why worry 
about any of what he said? The 
issue on which everything hangs is 
not whether or not you like his 
teaching, but whether or not he 
rose from the dead.” So, if like me 
you believe in the grace of God 
verified on Easter morning when 
Jesus rose from the dead, then you 
should sense a personal need to 
read the Gospels over and over 
again. 
 

In the Lenten season we connect 
with other churches to offer a 
Lenten Lunch series to connect us 
with the Gospels and to enjoy 
lunch with the faithful from other 
churches. It is an easy first step for 
each of us, but we need to be 
willing to get in our cars on a 
Wednesday and drive to a church 
for lunch. On March 4th it will be 
Woodbury Heights Presbyterian 
Church, on March 11th it will be 

First United Methodist 
Church in Mantua, on 
March 18th Holy Nativity 
Lutheran Church in 
Wenonah, and on March 
25th we host our 
neighbors. 
 

I’d love to have you join 
me for lunch and 
discovery of God’s Word 
each week during Lent. I 
hope in your private 
moments that you are 
rediscovering the teaching 
of Jesus Christ, not as a 

Lenten Sacrifice but as a Lenten 
step of faith because you, like me, 
truly wants to get closer to God. 
 

One more Keller quote to ponder, 
“God's salvation does not come in 
response to a changed life. A 
changed life comes in response to 
the salvation, offered as a free gift.” 
May this Lenten season change 
your life because you sacrificed 
enough of your time to get closer 
to God, and may God change your 
life because you chose to get 
closer. 
 

Pastor Dave  
 

SOUP SUNDAY 
 

1st Sunday of the 
month 

 

Next Soup Sunday: 
3/1  

No Soup in April. 
 

Order online or by calling or  
seeing Mary Ann Jones. 

 

Thanks to Ish at the PISTON 
Diner for the delicious soup! 
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It’s the Invitational Season!  

“Come all 
you who 

are 
thirsty, 
come to 

the 
waters!”  

Isaiah 55:1 
 

         
My grandson has figured out how 
to FACETIME from his tablet, and 
it is so wonderful to see his smiling 
face when I least expect it. Out of 
nowhere that FACETIME music 
starts and since I don’t FACETIME 
with anyone else, I know it will be 
DAXXY. I also know that he will be 
INVITING me to play an online 
game with him on my tablet. 
 

It’s so cool to receive his 
invitations, even though I really 
have no idea of how to play those 
games on Roblox and Minecraft. It 
feels good to be invited always by 
friends and family! 
 

I am sure that you have family and 
friends who would love to receive 
invitations from you to do 
something together. I just happen 

to believe we are in the midst of 
the very best invitational season of 
the year! New Year’s Eve seems like 
it was a year ago, Valentine’s Day 
flew by rather quickly, and Shrove 
Tuesday may have been busy unless 
you turned it into a Mardi Gras 
festival.  
 

But looking ahead at our church 
calendar, there are lots of dates 
coming up where your friends and 
family would definitely be welcome. 
It begins with church services every 
Sunday mornings at 9:30am 
followed by free snacks and coffee. 
Pretty cool deal, right? 
 

For early risers, you can invite 
them to Holy Communion with 
you at 7am on Wednesday 
mornings. Admittedly the “food” is 
not substantial but it’s a great 
midweek escape from the world and 
you can go out to breakfast 
afterwards. 
 

Speaking of breakfast, the male 
members and friends of St. Paul’s 
get together for an 8am breakfast 
at The Piston Diner in Westville on 
the first Saturday of every month 

and on the third Wednesday. A 
really special, bargain-priced 
breakfast will be held at St. Paul’s 
on Palm Sunday, March 29, 
immediately after all the palm 
waving during our church services, 
which is quite fun and worshipful 
too! 
 

And speaking of Palm Sunday, the 
Gloucester County Flute Ensemble 
will be holding their Spring 
Concert on Palm Sunday (March 
29th) afternoon at 4pm and it is 
FREE of CHARGE and perfect for 
the kids!! We should be able to 
pack the house with family and 
friends! 
 

Palm Sunday kicks off Holy Week 
with services at St. Paul’s on 
Wednesday morning at 7am, 
Thursday evening at 7pm (Maundy 
Thursday), and at 7pm on Good 
Friday. Easter Morning (April 5th) 
we have a SUNRISE SERVICE at 
the Red Bank Battlefield Park at 
6:30am and Easter services at St. 
Paul’s at 9:30. If you have been 
inviting your friends and family all 
along, by this time they will want 
to become members of our church! 
 

And don’t forget the Lenten 
Lunches on Wednesdays! Every 
Wednesday at 11:30am! 
 

Our church is welcoming and 
loving. We love to laugh, we find 
joy in worshiping God and Christ, 
and we are good at caring for each 
other. Be sure to share our posts 
on social media and start making a 
list of who you can invite—because 
we are in the INVITATIONAL 
SEASON! 

Blessings,  
 

 

Pastor Dave 
GUIDING LIGHTS met at the Rutter home and enjoyed delicious treats         
made by Sharon. These ladies are hard workers and are involved in all                  

areas of our church ministry. All ladies of the church are welcome to join           
the group. See Bev Betz for information.  
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GUEST MUSICIAN: The choir welcomed Bela's friend George Rabbai 
and his trumpet on February 8th and they made beautiful music 

together! Thanks, Bela, for bringing in your talented friends, and thanks, 
choir, for always being willing to go along. George is very talented and 

we had a super service that Sunday!  

SUPER BOWL STROMBOLI SALE: 
Many thanks to everyone that ordered 
stromboli from our Community Rela-
tions Team (CRT) led by Mary Ann 

Jones. We didn't sell quite as many as 
last year, but Liscio's gave us an extra 
discount so we could still make some 

good money. And as always, the 
stromboli was delicious!   

HELPERS: Shown are just a few of those that help during worship by singing      
(and marching!), reading scripture, greeting, and helping behind the scenes.           

We are so lucky to have a church full of servants.  

 Easter Flowers Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with beautiful flowers!     
Each year the Guiding Lights Class sponsors Easter         

flowers that you can purchase. This year we will have          
a pickup date or you can leave them to decorate the          

Sanctuary on Easter Sunday and pick them up afterward. 
 

Lilies, tulips, daffodils, and azaleas are available in the           
usual colors. Order forms are available on the church  
website or for pickup at the church. All orders are         

due March 22. Money is due by Palm Sunday, March 29. 

We Thank Thee For lowers that bloom                          about our feet;  For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;  For song of bird, and hum of bee;  For all things fair we hear or see,  Father in heaven, we thank thee!   —Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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CHILDRENS' MESSAGES are given each week by Dave Fish, and they are always meaningful and educational  
for the kids. One recent Sunday Dave talked to the kids about "letting your light shine for Jesus."  

He demonstrated that with two lanterns-first without batteries and then with batteries to make the light shine.  
"Plug into Jesus!" he said.  
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Please join us for our Lenten Lunch 
and Learn Series this year, taking place 
every Wednesday during Lent. We will 
be studying “The Last Four Things,” 
Advent in Lent. 
 
2/25 Introduction at Holy Trinity 

(Wenonah) 
3/4 Death/Hope at the Presbyterian 

Church of Woodbury Heights 
3/11 Judgment/Peace at Mantua 

UMC 
3/18 Hell/Love at Holy Nativity 

Lutheran in Wenonah 
3/25 Heaven/Joy at St. Paul’s, here 
 
Our sessions run from 11:30am to 
1pm, and lunch is provided. 
 
We will need your help on March 25 
when we host. We will be looking for a 
couple people to serve, along with 
donations of soup and sandwiches. If 

Thank you for your donations! 
 
Together we have helped a Philadelphia program for the 
homeless, raised some money for our ministry, and PACKED 
THE TRUCK and EMPTIED Hickman Hall!!! SO AWESOME! 
  
We dealt with a change in plans but in less than an hour we 
packed a large truck with your donations and sent it on the 
way to Philadelphia. We will know later how much money we 
raised. Thanks for everyone who adjusted their schedules to 
help on February 27th: Jim C., Jim V. (who took the photo 
above), Elaine L., Peggy P., and Pastor Dave. 

you can help see MJ Minder, Carla 
Branyan or Pastor Dave. 
 
The Good Friday Worship Service will 
be at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Wenonah, Friday, April 3 beginning at 
11am.  It will be a ‘Lessons and 
Carols’ style service. 
 
We hope everyone will join us! 

Lenten Lunch and Learn Series 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM met on Zoom in January, and we were 
very happy to report that the church met its expenses for 
2025 with a little left over! Thanks for all your donations! 
God bless these dedicated volunteers!  
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